First UU of Columbus  -- CON INFORMATION MEETING – 7/29/2006


Let’s define our acronyms:

The Youth/Adult Committee (YAC) 

 of the Ohio Meadville District (OMD)

 of the Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA)

 sponsors five Youth Conferences (CONS)

 each year.  Each is preceded by a planning meeting of the committee (YAC Mtg.) 

So, what are these CONS and YAC meetings?

The CONS are weekend retreats of up to 150 people running from 9pm Friday to 9am Sunday.  They are held at the larger churches in the district.  The YAC meetings are overnight business meetings of up to 50 people running from 9pm Friday to 9am Saturday and can be held at some of the smaller churches as well.  Membership in YAC is granted after attendance at two stand-alone YAC meetings.  Our church has hosts one CON every 1-2 years and will be hosting the new Winter All Ages Con this next year.   Our church sends youth to all the events during the year and plays a key role in organizing the attendance at these events.  

And, why am I talking to you?

I am the parent volunteer (dubbed CONcierge) who will be helping youth find their way to these events safely by recruiting sponsors and drivers and matching them with youth who would like to attend.  Parents are invited to participate in these events, but there is no mandatory involvement.  I ask that you provide transportation on one event per year, either by driving yourself or recruiting someone to drive for us. 

What do you need to know to get your youth to a CON?

Registration involves filling out a form and paying a nominal fee ($10 - $20) which includes food.   The form requires signatures of the parent, DRE and the adults supervising your youth while at the CON (SPONSOR) and driving your youth to and from the CON (DRIVER).

You may be a SPONSOR or a DRIVER or both, if you are interested.  I am collecting names of interested adults and will match up youth that want to attend with adults who are interested in sponsoring or driving.  

How to contact your CONcierge:

Edie Milligan Driskill

emdriskill@columbus.rr.com
436-2473 home   214-7199 cell

P.O. Box 741 Worthington OH  43085

6255 Alrojo St. Worthington OH  43085

SOCIAL COMMITTEE BOX

2006-2007 SCHEDULE

 August 11-13

YAC meeting



REGISTER BY JULY 23



First Unitarian Church of Pittsburgh




(Age 13+ having attended one CON)

Sept 29 – Oct 1
Fall Sr. High CON


REGISTER BY SEPT 3



First Unitarian Church of Pittsburgh




(Grade 9 through Age 20 + YAC members)

October 13 – 14
YAC meeting



REGISTER BY SEPT 17



UU Church of Kent




(Age 13+ having attended one CON)

November 17 - 19
Fall Jr. High CON


REGISTER BY OCT 22



UU Church of Akron




(Grade 7 through Grade 9 + YAC members)

December 8 - 9
YAC meeting



REGISTER BY NOV 12



UU Society of Cleveland




(Age 13+ having attended one CON)

January 19 – 21
Winter All Ages CON


REGISTER BY DEC 24



First UU Church of Columbus




(Grade 7/8 – if attended one CON,




 Grade 9 through Age 20 + YAC members)

IMPORTANT:  we MUST follow the same registration process even though this event will be held at our church!!!!!

February 9 - 10
YAC meeting



REGISTER BY JAN 14



North Olmstead Congregation




(Age 13+ having attended one CON)

March 9 - 11

Social Action CON


REGISTER BY FEB 11



First UU Church of Cleveland (Shaker Hts)




(Grade 9 through Age 20 + YAC members)

April ?? - ??

YAC meeting



REGISTER BY MAR 11



Location TBD




(Age 13+ having attended one CON)

May ?? - ??

Spring All Ages CON


REGISTER BY APR  8



Location TBD




(Grade 7/8 – if attended one CON,




 Grade 9 through Age 20 + YAC members)
ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS:

Seventh graders may attend:
Fall Jr. High Con

Winter and Spring All Ages Con (if they have attended at least one JR HIGH CON)

YAC meetings if 13 yrs old and interested in developing leadership skills

Eight graders may attend:

Fall Jr. High Con

Winter and Spring All Ages Con (if they have attended at least one JR HIGH CON)

YAC meetings (after they have been to one CON)

Other CONS if they have been to two YAC meetings and they have a job at the CON

Ninth graders may attend:

All CONS

All YAC meetings (after they have been to one CON)

Tenth grade through Age 20 may attend:

Fall Sr. High Con

Social Action Con

Winter and Spring All Ages Con

All YAC meetings (after they have been to one CON)

Jr. High Con, if a YAC member and have a job at the CON

REGISTRATION PROCESS

1. Blanket Field Trip/Activity Permission and Emergency Medical Authorization Form

Every youth participating in ANY UU activity during the year will need one of these forms on file with the DRE.   They are copied and provided to the adults in charge of your youth at each event.  If your information changes during the year, make sure to fill out a new one and give it to me for CON use.   I will copy it for the DRE as well.

2. CON Registration Form

If you are planning to attend ANY of the five CONS, please fill out ONE of the registration forms.  I will copy it as you register for each CON.  Registration is accomplished by providing the required fee….$20 for CONS payable to OMD-YAC…..by the deadline provided on the previous page….and notifying me by email that you intend to attend.

My deadline is earlier than the actual deadline that OMD-YAC requests for several reasons.  I need time to arrange the drivers and sponsors and secure the signatures needed.  We also know that several of the events will fill up and we don’t want our youth closed out. If you can’t meet my deadline, but want to attend the event, you can arrange your own sponsor and driver after my deadline, but before the OMD-YAC deadline if there is still room.

3. YAC Registration Form

If you are planning to attend ANY of the YAC meetings this year, please fill out ONE of the registration forms.  I will copy it as you register, by sending me $10 – payable to OMD-YAC – by the deadline indicated.    These events are limited to 30 (non-officer) youth so they fill up fast.  Last year an average of 10 youth attended each meeting from First UU….and we may need to limit our attendance so that other churches can also be represented.  DO NOT register if you are at all unsure about your ability to attend.This takes spots that others would love to have.

4. Adult Registration Form

If you are planning to attend ANY CONs this year, please fill out ONE of the adult registration forms.  I will copy them for any event you choose to attend.  There is no fee for adult attendees, but EVERYONE must be registered if they plan to stay at the church (even parents.)  This is a major safety issue….to know who the adults are that are at the events.   Drivers who are not staying at the church do not need to fill out this form.  To attend YAC meetings, you would fill out the same form as the youth.  And there is no fee to attend.

5. Driver Information Form

Each family is asked to drive at least once to either a YAC meeting or a CON.  This does not involve staying at the event.  Please fill out the driver information form that I will keep for emergency purposes.  

6. Other Events

Throughout the year there will be other events that you may be interested in attending.  Some are sponsored by OMD and some are sponsored by UUA. These usually involve sizeable registration fees and sometimes travel out of state.  The church and the UUA have scholarship funds to help defray these costs if you can’t afford to attend.  I don’t officially handle the registration for these events, but am always eager to help you if you have questions.  

Last year some of our youth attended:


UUA Youth Chaplain Training


UUA  Youth Social Justice Training


OMD Anti-Racism Training


OMD Youth Leadership Training


OMD Summer Institute


UUA General Assembly

You can watch the OMD, UUA and First UU Websites for information on upcoming trainings.    You can also join the YAHOO YouthSMAC group for updates and chats on youth activities at First UU.  Email willdelphia@gmail.com to be invited.
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