Religious Education Calendar

2008-2009
Sunday, Teacher Orientation, 11:30 AM i 2:30 PM
August 24
Sunday, 9 and 11AM worship services resume
Sept. 7 Water Ceremony; Teacher Dedication;
Families visit classes after services
Sunday, Regular Sunday School classes begin
Sept. 14
Sunday, Breaking of Bread Ceremony
Nov. 23 Social Justice Sunday School 9 and 11 AM
Sunday, All Ages Sunday School 9and 11 AM
Nov. 30
Friday, First Friday Holiday Party, Mitten Tree
Dec. 5 project
Sunday, Feast of lllumination; Intergenerational
Dec. 21 Service (Toddlers-2s-3s group only, Rm 1)
Wednesday, | Christmas Eve Candle Ceremony 5:00 PM
Dec. 24 (Adult Ceremony 10 pm)
Sunday, All Ages Sunday School 9and 11
Dec. 28 Labyrinth Walk;
Sunday All Ages Sunday School 9 and 11
Jan. 4
Sunday, Teacher retreat 12:30 PM i 3 PM
Jan. 11 Regular Sunday School resumes
Sunday, Teacher Appreciation; All Ages Sunday
Feb. 15 School 9and 11 AM
Sunday, Flower Ceremony, All Ages Sunday
April 12 School 9and 11 AM
Sunday, Youth led worship service
April 19 Social Justice Sunday School 9 and 11 AM
Teacher Retreat 12:30 PM 13:00 PM
Sunday, Last Day of regular Sunday School classes
May 17
Sunday, Sunday School Play Day 9 and 11 AM
May 24
Sunday, Summer Program Begins (10 AM service);
May 31 Coming of Age Recognition Service

**Dates may change

discretion. Check the newsletter or website

for other family events, such as First Fri-

days, holiday celebrations and social justice

opportunities.**
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WELCOME to the First Unitarian Universalist
Church of Columbus. Weekly Sunday School
classes are provided for all children, toddlers
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and for Senior High options.)

We are committed to providing your children with

the strongest religious education experience possi-

ble. This includes age-appropriate instruction in

the Unitarian Universalist (UU) tradition, commu-

nity -building in the classroom, and social action

projects to help children and their families partici-
pate in the larger church community.

Mission
The mission is to nurture UU Lifespan Religious
Education.

Vision

The vision is a rich, varied religious education pro-
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enhances the caring and social action of our church

community is built upon the foundation of wor-

ship. Our vision includes:

e An opportunity for meaningful participation in
and growth through the education ministry |
drawing from UU historical tradition, nurtur-
ing UU values, and modeling UU principles.

A safe space within a caring community that
encourages participants to take risks, supports
thinking in new ways, and helps them find the
courage to experience the joy in discovery.
Participants who live their learning in the con-
gregation and the broader community, who
work for social justice, who strive for right rela-
tionships and caring communities, and who
return often to the sustaining center of worship
A well -maintained committee structure that
supports implementation of our vision and
ensures that teachers and volunteers can easily
participate.

Family Rights

Program Knowledge: You may know about our
philosophy, methodology, and policies regarding
bafety@nd dixiplineODT DPOUUWS EVUEET

iaféxy Twio BUBIE bronefadult & one youth |
who will have signed our code of ethics| will lead
every Sunday School class with care and attention
to the needs of everyone.
Confidentiality : Sensitive concerns that you share
with the DRE and/or Sunday School Committee
will be confidential. Discussions of abuse or sui-
cide cannot be confidential.
Involvement : Parents are welcome to visit at any
time. Visitors are asked to introduce themselves.

Family Responsibilities
Registration : Students must be registered every
year, providing current contact, special needs &
familywsttuct@ebinfon@tivtl wi EVUEEUD OO
Program Support: Every family is asked to
support the church financially through a regular
pledge| whether you choose to become a membe
or not| AND by volunteering in RE program-
ming. (see registration form)
Supervision: At all times when on church
grounds, children must be supervised. When chil-
dren are not in class, parents/guardians are re-
sponsible for their behavior and safety.
Playgrounds are reserved during worship services
for the exclusive use of Sunday School classes,
under the supervision of teachers. Children may
use the areas at other times, but only under the
direct supervision of parents/guardians.
Drop-off: Children aged Fifth Grade and younger
may not be dropped off at church. A parent must
remain on church grounds at all times in case of
medical emergency. Special arrangements may be
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Pick-up: Following the end of the worship service,

children aged preschool-Third Grade must be
picked up from classrooms by a parent/guardian .



|
Timeless Themes

Timeless ThemesStories from the Hebrew

and Christian bibles (New Revised Standard)
introduce children to religious literature cen-
tral to North American culture and to Unitar-
ian Universalist heritage. Themes of tran-
scendent power, human responsibility, love
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recommend parents of preschool and kinder-
garten children who are new to us stay with
their child for an initial Sunday School ex-
perience and get to know our programs. You
are welcome to attend service with your

Moral Tales
This new Tapestry of FaittMoral Tales engages
children in identifying and articulating their
own sense of right and wrong. As they interact

Infant/Toddler -2-3s Care
Infants are welcome in our Nursery Room. They
are cared for by trained, loving volunteers, and
stimulated by a variety of toys, mirrors, and music .

child, using Slowter Lounge or the glassed in
Family Room, prior to trying out Sunday
School. After either service, you are invited
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9AM 11AM
AGES OR GRADES
Infant-Under 2 Nursery Rm.
Toddler2-3 6 s Toddler Rm Toddler Rm
Ages 4-5 Fellowship Fellowship Fellowship
Ages 4-5 Web of Life X Web of Life
Grades K-2 Creating Creating Home X
Home
Grade 1 Creating Home X Creating Home
Grade 2 Moral Tales X Moral Tales
Grade 3 Timeless X Timeless Themes
Themes
Grades 4-5 Jesus and X | Jesus and His Kingdom ...
Kingdom
Grades 3-6 Moral tales Moral Tales X

When ready, young ones are welcome in the
Toddler -2-3s room, where a trained, paid sitter

U O w* QPRued v‘bl@nfé‘ers help them play freely.

Fellowship Ages 4 & 5

For families who prefer a lightly structure
classroom, with a time for lighting the chalice
and sharing joys and sorrows, plus some
planned activity, but lots of play options in a
well -equipped preschool area. Visitors with

with a variety of stories from folk and faith tra-
ditions and share stories from their own lives,
children are encouraged to articulate and apply
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rection.

NOTE: This is the first year that we are using
some of the new Tapestry of Faitlprograms, de-
veloped at the Unitarian Universalist Associa-
tion. These modular curricular units are de-
signed to be adaptable for various age levels,
giving teachers great flexibility to match activi-
ties to specific classes.
________________________________________________________________|

Experiences with The Web of Life

The Web of Life curriculum involves pre-K and
Kindergarten children with the environment
and the Unitarian Universalist principle of re-

of freedom, speaking out against injustice,
respect for beliefs of others, love of one's
neighbor, and forgiveness are studied in a

"God," not "he"; stories are genderinclusive.
Violence is not avoided, but recognized and
used to guide participants toward an under-
standing of non-violent ways to resolve con-
flicts. Children form UU values by discussing
biblical issues that support or challenge them.

Jesus and His Kingdom of Equals
A good sequel to Timeless Themes (see
above), this curriculum introduces students
in fourth and fifth grade to the life and teach-
ings of Jesus. While based on the stories as
told in the Gospels, it uses drama, model
building, and insights from modern Biblical
and historical criticism where appropriate.

spect for the interdependent web of all exis-
tence. Learning to understand we are all a part
of this principle is a deeply religious undertak-
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and justice, which remain true in any era.
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age 4 & 5 children are encouraged to start their

exploration here.
|

Community Building Activities

Families are invited and encouraged to par-

ticipate in the full life of the church.

e Every First Friday at 6:30 PM members
and friends gather for a potluck with
activities following at 7:30 PM.

During the summer Peace Camp is of-

fered twice, as a one week intensive ex-
perience for elementary aged children.
Throughout the year other opportunities
are offered for children and parents to
build friendships and develop their iden-
tity as part of the First UU community.

Creating Home
This new Tapestry of Faith curriculunGreating

ing. This class is for children ready for directed
fun, listening to stories, and attending regularly.

Home,EUDOEUwWUT 1| wEOOET x QwOi wRIbT%O\}Vea%kL{Hatﬁl%ltWrstothlsagegroup

young children understand as a place where
families gather, share love, and take care of
one another, and expands upon it to help chil-
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ian Universalism. Learning about our faith
ancestors, traditions and the blessings of fam-
ily and friends are a few of the subjects that
are explored.

See OWL (Our Whole Lives) note.

start in the 4 & 5 Free Play class, until the child
is ready for a more structured experience and

. the f_amiI?/ can commit to regulag, attendance
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OWL NOTE: during the winter, Gr 1 and Gr 5 -6
(not Gr.4) children may enroll in separate 10
week long classes offeredbefore the 11 am ser-
vice, based onOur Whole Lives (OWL) sexual-
ity education for elementary children. Optional
but highly recommended!

Intergenerational Worship

Intergenerational worship, such as the
Thanksgiving Bread Ceremony, occurs sev-
eral times a year (see calendar overleaf). We
gather for community time that engages chil-
dren and adults of all ages through music,
storytelling, ritual, and ceremony. Intergen-

erational worship allows the church commu-
nity to meet as a whole, experience the mark-
ing of holidays, and share important ideas
together. Some All Ages Sunday programs
focus on social justice projects.




