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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

TIME DATED MATERIAL — PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY

WORSHIP SERVICES

April 6, 2008, 9:00 A.M. & 11:00 A.M. Rev. Mark Belletini

“Accountability: A Progressive Spiritual Practice”
Commitment Sunday. Both adult choirs will sing.

April 13, 2008, 9:00 A.M. & 11:00 A.M. Rev. Wendy Fisl+

“Wholly Family”
Four household units will join me in highlightiniget importance of family: Ben Brooke and
Teresa Devitt and their two children Heather (7paviaria (3); Bob Gordon and Steve Kraynak;
Kurt Maxwell and Linda McNabb and their childrendv (15), Henry (14) and Rain (11)
and ;and King Wong. We'll be honoring the diversit this defining unit of society represented
in our midst, affirming each of these families, @mnng expression to what it means to be
family.

April 20, 2008, 9:00 A.M. & 11:00 A.M. Rev. MarkBelletini

“Land”
Sunday before Passover and Earth Day. Social Ju€itering.

Getting to Know UU meets Sunday mornings at 10:15 a.m. and 12:15ip.8lowter Lounge



Wednesday, April 2, 2008

9:45a Parenting from Your Heart

1:00p Archives Organizing

7:30p Men’s Spirituality; Yoga

8:00p Women'’s Spirituality

Thursday, April 3, 2008

9:30a Improvisational Dance

7:30p 11 am Choir; Writing for Life
Friday, April 4, 2008

12:00p Cooking for Faith Mission

6:30p First Friday Potluck; 7:30p Programs
Saturday, April 5, 2008

8:30a Zen Meditation

9:30a Memorial Garden Workday

9:30a AEP Workshop

1:00p Settlers’ OWL Class

7:30p In the House Concert

Sunday, April 6, 2008

Commitment Sunday

12:30p YASC

1:00p “Mother Wove the Morning,” Part 2
1:30p Bluegrass Jam

Monday, April 7, 2008

11:00a Gentle Yoga for Cancer Survivors
7:00p UU Social Dance; Sunday Sch. Com.
7:00p Consulting Minister Search Team
8:00p A New Earth Study Group
Tuesday, April 8, 2008

10:00a Archives Organizing

1:00p Cancer Support Groups

5:30p Children’s Choir Supper

6:15p Personnel Committee

6:30p Singing Peace Pals; AEP Committee
6:30p Membership Committee

7:00p Youth Choir; Zen Meditation
7:00p DRE Search; Spirit of Life Class
7:30p Men’s Spirituality

7:45p Spirit of Life (9am Choir)
Wednesday, April 9, 2008

10:00a Statement Mailing

1:00p Archives Organizing

7:00p Memoir Writing; Executive Com.
7:30p Men’s Spirituality; Yoga

8:00p Women'’s Spirituality

Thursday, April 10, 2008

9:30a Improvisational Dance

7:00p Soul Collage

7:30p 11:00 A.M. Choir

Friday, April 11, 2008

6:00p Evensong for Families
Saturday, April 12, 2008

8:30a Zen Meditation

9:00a Food Co-op

9:30a Chalice Lighter Training

1:00p Settlers’ OWL Class

Sunday, April 13, 2008

12:45p Sunday Forum

1:00p Nominating Com; Pastoral Team
1:00p Leadership Development
Monday, April 14, 2008

11:00a Gentle Yoga for Cancer Survivors
6:00p May 10 Committee

7:00p UU Soc. Dance; Grief and Loss
7:00p Program Council

8:00p A New Earth Study Group
Tuesday, April 15, 2008

9:00a Newsletter folding

10:00a Archives Organizing

11:00a Senior Gathering

1:00p Cancer Support Groups

5:00p Memoir Group

5:30p Children’s Choir Supper

6:30p Singing Peace Pals

7:00p Youth Choir; Book Bites

7:00p RE Council; Zen Meditation
7:00p Stewardship Com.; DRE Search
7:00p BYOT; Finance Com.

7:00p Spirit of Life Class

7:45p Spirit of Life (9:00am) Choir
Wednesday, April 2, 2008

1:00p Archives Organizing

5:00p Memoirs V

7:00p AEP Audubon

7:30p Men’s Spirituality

8:00p Women'’s Spirituality

7:30p Thursdays, FOCUUS meets in the
OSU Campus area. Call 447-8407 for detalils.

The next issue ofhe DiscovererSunday,
April 13. Deadlines: 1:00pm- hard copy in
the yellow folder in the church office; or
6:00pm - e-mail to olwfire@yahoo.contf
possible, please include your article in the
body of your e-mail rather than as an
attachment.-- Olwen Firestone, Editor




WENDY'S PERSPECTIVE

Many of you know that | served for four
years as minister to a small congregation in
San Diego before coming to Columbus.
During my ministerial internship year |
served a congregation of about 75 members
in Coeur d'Alene, Idaho in addition to
serving a congregation of about 350
members in Spokane, Washington. | have
both a deep respect for the challenges that &
small congregation faces and a heartfelt
wish for our smaller Unitarian Universalist
congregations to flourish. That's why last
August | agreed to preach this spring in
Canton, Ohio.

You may have read an article in the Spring,

2008 UU World magazine about the
Unitarian Universalist Congregation of
Greater Canton, Ohio. They just bought thei
first building, a home of their own, and want
much as possible this year to have Sunday
services led by district clergy.

Like many of my colleagues, | said yes
when | was asked to preach to their
growing congregation. I'll be filling the
pulpit in Canton April 20 and so | wanted
you to know why | would be away from you
on a Sunday morning.

They are in the search process for a part-
time minister, a big step after fifteen years
as a lay led fellowship, and they are
acclimating themselves to various styles of
ministry.

| also wanted you to know that | accepted
a year-long position as a Chaplain at Legacy
Health Systems, in Portland, OR. |
interviewed there a few weeks ago and
enjoyed meeting the man who will be my
supervisor in the training program, a
Clinical Pastoral Education Residency. It
feels good to know what the next
professional step will be for me.

Go gently,
ek

Rev. Wendy Fish

~

CHURCH NEWS

Summary of March 26, 2008 Minutes

* Rev. Wendy Fish gave a combined staff
report: Sunday school registration is over
200. Mark has been working with two
search committees; Wendy is working with
the DRE committee. Both Mark and Wendy
attended the Large Church Conference;
Caroline attended a curriculum fair.

* Michael reported that the work on Slowter
Lounge will begin soon. He will be on
vacation from March 31 until April 15.

* Gretchen Faulstich shared a video about
the Partner Church program. This exper-
ience will connect us with other churches on
a world-wide level. We will hear more about
this in the near future.

» We approved a contract for Dick Dawson,
Commissioned Lay Leader candidate, now
finishing his studies; he will be our chaplain.
» Dan Hronek and Jim Bailey reported on
the progress of the search committee for the
transitional minister. The goal is to have a
transitional minister in place by August 1,
2008.

* Bill Fullarton anticipates the closing on the
refinancing to be concluded by April 15.
 Tim Hooks reported that the current budget
looks good at this time and that we may end
up with a slight surplus at the end of the year.
-- Judy Houston, Board Secretary

SEDER DINNER April 19, 6:30pm.

Call the office, 267-4946 ext 21, to reservg
your place. 10 per adult; $5 for children 12
and under.

v

BOOK EXCHANGE Bring One Take One
on Sunday, April 27. Bring books you no
longer want; take books you would like to
read; take more books than you brought —or
even take books if you did not bring any!
We would like each book to find a home.
Any leftover books will be donated.



SAVE THE DATE The Building

Committee will be hosting another work day

on Saturday, May 3, 9am till 1pm. As
always we will be serving a fabulous
breakfast prepared by Adrienne Novak,
starting at 8:30am. Please plan on coming
and helping us clean, paint, repair, and do
other general chores. We had over fifty

people attend the workday last October and
we hope to have that many or more this tim

All tools and materials will be provided.

All you need to do is show up and be willing

to work. Childcare will be provided for
those who need it. If you are a senior and
need transportation, call the church office,
267-4946, ext. 21. Please sign-up at the
Building Committee’s table in Fellowship
Hall following Sunday services, or e-malil
michael@firstuucolumbus.org and let us
know you plan on being there. Thanks in
advance for your care and dedication.

-- Michael Brennan, Administrator(Note:
Michael will be out of town until April 15,
2008.)

IN THE HOUSE A concert featuring
musical groups associated with the church
on Saturday, April 5, 7:30pm. Included:

Blugrass music by Grassahol; folk music by
Bohemian Highway; and jazz by P/J and the

Hipsters. Suggested donation: $15-$20 to
raise funds for future concerts!

FIRST FRIDAY April 4 , 6:30 potluck,
7:30 programs,including Caroline
Balderston Parry’s India experience.

BLUE GRASS JAMMIMG A new Adult
Enrichment Program, starts April 6. It will
usually convene on the first Sunday of the
month at 1:30pm in Room 6. The first hour
will be a "slow" jam with some coaching,

and the second hour will be an "advanced"

jam. All members and friends who are
bluegrass pickers and/or singers are
welcome. Since it will also be an outreach

11%

program, feel free to invite others. Contact
Carl Yaffey for more information.

WOMEN'S SPIRITUALITY Wednesdays
at 8:00pm.— Jeanni Ray, 985-6176

YOUR HELP, PLEASE, for "Play the
Music, Say the Words" (the Saturday, Ma
10 event for Wendy/Choir Concert)

1. Do you have photos that include Wendy
that we can use? (mark the event/date an
your name on the back and include name
people featured) Photos will be returned.
2. Do you have a special memory that you
would like to share with Wendy? Write or
type it (please keep it short) as you would
like it to appear in a memory book.

Place your photo(s) and/or memories in
envelope and put in Communications
Committee mailbox in the volunteer
workroom next to the front office. If your

~
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pictures or memories are digital, please send

them as an attachment (with the same
information) to Nina Lewis:
lewis.1010@osu.edu. Deadline for entries
Monday, April 14.

3. Help is also needed for reception set up
and clean-up. If you can help with either
contact Linda Royalty: 888—5075 or
Iroyalty@columbus.rr.com

Transportation will be provided for seniors

if needed. Contact Dick Dawson: 459-078]7.

\‘

Childcare needed? Contact Marian Garcia:
267-4946 or marian@firstuucolumbus.org
Questions? Contact Jeannie Sperling: 431
7235 or jsperling@columbus.rr.com
Thanks.

BOOK BITES Meets April 15 in Slowter
Lounge, 7 to 9 pm. New topic: "Unsung
Women.” Questions, call Kathleen Boston

SIGNS ALONG THE WAY Join Gary
Kopp on Saturday, April 5, 9:30-12:30 to
create an autobiographical collage. (See
AEP brochure or webpage.)

S



IS IT YOURS? A maroon Batik shawl with
fringe was used for the Auction decorations.
Please call Jo Anne St. Clair (268-1923) to
claim it; otherwise it will be auctioned off to
the Auction Committee! Thanks.

SENIORS Postponed Senior Gathering
Scheduled for April L5The seniors program,
cancelled in February because of snow, has
been rescheduled for April 15, at the church
from 11:00 to 1:15. The program for
Honored Elders/Older Seniors will be the
same as was planned for February.

There will be a short service in the
Worship center, greetings from the Board,
and a light lunch. The lunch period will be a
time for informal greeting and talking and a
time to wish Wendy farewell and to thank
her for her time as our minister. | know most
of you have come to know her and her
unique pastoral presence.

As before we will provide rides for those
who need transportatiorPlease call Dick
Dawson at 459-0786 or the Church Office
267-4946 to let us know you are coming anc
if you need transportation or have special
food restrictionsReminder: The next
Senior Gathering following April 15 is
scheduled for June 12 — same time and
format. We plan to have youth from the
church do the service and be available for
conversation during lunch.

BEING AN ATHEIST OR AGNOSTIC A
new group sponsored by AEP will meet the
fourth Tuesday of each month, beginning
April 22, from 7 til 9 pm. For more
information, contact Roger Marcum 853-
9328 or Len Powlick 451-4045

URBAN GREEN SPACE Wednesday,

April 16, 7:00pmJerry Tinianow, Executive
Director of Audubon Ohio, will present
plans for the Grange Insurance Audubon
Center which will become an urban green
space for nature-based learning, recreation,

and play. Just south of downtown, along the
Scioto River, the Center is designed to have
low environmental impact, use alternative
energy sources, and bring environmental
awareness to new audiences. Please join us
to learn about the Center, the project status
and plans for the April 22 groundbreaking.
(Adult Enrichment Program) sponsored

BYOT New group forBuilding Your Own
Theology. Sign up/buy book on AEP table.
Introductory evening is scheduled for
Tuesday April 15, 7-9 pm.

AN IMPORTANT BOOK Why Are All

the Black Kids Sitting Together in the
Cafeteria?Rev. Mark Belletini has
recommended that we all read this book!

Get your copy at the AEP table, or from the
R.E. Office, $16. Let us know if you'd like

to join a group to discuss the book as well....
267-4946 x 28

SOCIAL JUSTICE

FOOD PANTRY Recently the food bank in
Logan which supplies the Feed My Sheep
Food Pantry, raised its prices for food by
12.5%. Food dollars will go less far to help
the poor. We need your help. Please bring
peanut butter, mac and cheese, dried pinto
beans, canned fruits and vegetables, canned
meats etc. Donations of money for bags of
groceries are also appreciated. (Make
checks to “Feed My Sheep” Food Pantry
and bring to the Social Justice Table.)

HEIFER INTERNATIONAL The Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation, in addition to
donating $42.5 million to Heifer, has made
another donation as a matching grant.of
$1.25 million. Any donation up to that
amount will be matched by the Gates
Foundation. Bring your checks made out to
Heifer to the Social Justice Table on Sunday
mornings. We are currently working on our
seventh honorary plaque!
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Monday, April 7, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. —
BREAD Rally, Broad Street Presbyterian
Church, 760 E. Broad St. - Be at First UU's
Weisheimer lot at 6:10 pm if you are
interested in carpooling.

BREAD representatives had an excellent
meeting last week with County Commiss-
ioner Paula Brooks regarding the KEY
initiative to reduce truancy, improving
access to quality Early Childhood Education
for more preschoolers, and finding ways to
make Individual Development Accounts
available to more low-income families.
Additional meetings are planned with
County Commissioners Brown and Kilroy.

Our County Commissioners (and other
public officials) respect BREAD because
YOU have demonstrated BREAD's power
by showing up at its three large meetings
each year.

Please attend tiMonday, April 7 Rally
and then help your BREAD Team turn out
250 people to thonday May 5 Nehemiah
Action Meetingat Veterans Memorial.

Join BREAD's Justice Ministry Network,
i.e., commit to attend (or send someone in
your place) the April 7 Rally and have
yourself (or a substitute) and three others at
The Big One on May 5.

If you don't know whom to ask, your
BREAD Team will be happy to supply some

names and contact information. Register for

the Rally, to be a member of the Justice
Ministry Network, and/or get further details
from Alice Rathburn, rathburna@core.com,
563-0536 or 895-2109.

CARING CORNER

Congratulations to Marge Lynd who has a
new granddaughter, Evelyn Margaret Lynd
Meier, born March 6.

Our healing thoughts are wiken Vail who
had hip replacement surgery April 1;

Michael Kaplan, husband of Jesse Chandler,
who is at home recovering from a heart
attack;Candee Rothert's fatherwho had
major surgery this weeklean Stonewho

broke her leg on March 9; ai@tephanie
Mesler Evansexperiencing heart problems.

Our condolences terank Phillips, on the
death of his sister-in-law; and to the family
of Tony Jones a long-term member of our
church, who died recently. There will be a
memorial service for her at First UU on
SaturdayApril 19 at 10:00 am.We extend
our sympathy also tBob Gordon and

Steve Kraynakand the family. Bob’s
mother, Ruth Gordon. Her memorial service
will be held May 24 at 3:30pm.

HELP NEEDED The Caring Table needs
you on Sunday mornings. It's a great way to
meet people and to serve this important part
of the life of the church. We would like two
people to sit with veteran volunteers once a
month, one before and after a 9am service
and another before and after a second
service. Please contact Jane Reisman at
jnreisman@aol.com, or 237-3572, if you
have any questions or can volunteer.

JOYS AND SORROWSPIlease have
requests for cards in by 5:00pm on Saturday
for announcements and cards the next day.
Those submitted after that will be
announced the following week. Just go to:
firstuucolumbus.org/signmeup/form-joys
andsorrows.htm and click “submit.” OR call
the office (M-F), 267-4946 ext 21. Thanks.



Danya Furda’s Vegetarian Cashew Chili
2 tablespoons of olive oil

3 cups chopped onions

2 1/2 cups chopped red bell pepper

1 1/2 cups of chopped celery

3 or 4 cloves of garlic, minced

1/3 cup or so of red wine vinegar

1 tablespoon or so of molasses

2 teaspoons of dried basil

2 teaspoons of dried oregano

1 teaspoon of ground cumin

1/2 teaspoon Kosher salt

1/2 teaspoon chili powder

1/2 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper
2 bay leaves

1 can of light red kidney beans, drained and
rinsed

Carol Cameron's Bean & Barley Soup
(adapted from Creating Peaceful Meals: A
Vegetarian Cookbooky Karen Deibel)
ingredients:

2 3/4 cups mixed beans ( | used lentil, aduki
pinto, kidney, white)

1/4 cup barley

1 - 2 cups sun-dried

tomatoes

2 strips (1"x6" each) kelp (kombu), soaked
and diced

2 bay leaves

16 cups water

1/2 cup mirin

4 cloves garlic, minced

2 onions, diced

6 stalks celery, diced

4 medium carrots, diced

2 tbs fresh oregano or 2 tsp

dried

2 tbs fresh basil or 1 tsp

dried

4 - 6 tbs tamari soy sauce

green onions for garnish

1 can of dark red kidney beans, drained and
rinsed

1 can of pinto beans, drained and rinsed

1 6 ounce can of vegetable juice

1 28 ounce can of petite diced tomatoes,
undrained

2/3 cup of coursely chopped cashews

Heat olive oil in a Dutch oven over medium-
high heat. Add onion, bell pepper, celery
and garlic and saute for 6 - 8 minutes. Put
saute mixture into a crockpot and add all the
remaining ingredients except for the
cashews. Cook. Discard bay leaves if you
can. If not, tell people not to eat them. Stir in
cashews at the end and keep warm.

Procedure:

Rinse the beans and barley, cover with water,
and soak overnight. (Or cover with water,
bring to a boil, remove from heat and let rest
for an hour.) Drain.

In a soup pot, place the soup mix, sun-dried
tomatoes, 12 cups water, bay leaves and
kelp/kombu.

Bring to a boll, reduce heat, and simmer for
2 hours or until the beans are tender.

Add additional water as necessary. Remove
the bay leaves.

In a separate pan, braise the onions and
garlic in mirin. Add celery, carrots, basil,
and oregano. Continue cooking until carrots
are tender. Add these vegetables and
remaining water to the soup mix. Simmer
for 10 minutes.

Add tamari and simmer 5 minutes more.
Garnish with green onions and serve.



MARKINGS

| want to compliment our Board of Trustees. As Bd@iursler likes to say, the word “trust” in
Trustee is a bold and significant word to use atlership in any community or institution.

The meeting lasted the promised two hours. (Thedoweeetings at my first congregation started
at 7 and ended at 11...or 1 AM, with no one speatorgach other by the end of meeting. No

little contrast, that!) It began with a tender andving expression of care for a bereaved member.
The whole board set aside some time to watch awléearn and deepen in institutional
understanding. There were affirmations of qualityrky honest grappling with real issues,
including fiscal responsibility, and a real sengsystemic health, care, and camaraderie.
Eminently worthy of trust, I'd say. And praise.

And Chas. Williams runs the whole meeting with werrand clarity - a function, not just of his
personality, but of being totally prepared and vdedicated.

It's often said that people don’t come to a religionstitution to “attend meetings.” | left the
meeting this last week thinking: “People might wamteconsider.”

The staff has been trying to help the whole conafieg become more conscious of the seniors

in the church. Getting folks to meetings, or egepspecially in the evening, requires planning
and consciousness. We hope eventually to get aic@dor to help make this happen with
someone in charge of this focus. But until thenaaney in the budget to do that, Michael
Brennan has graciously offered to collect namdsl&s who might be willing to drive a senior
member, now and then, to the church, and then bacie. If a larger number of us volunteer, it
will be easy. Please consider this. Call Michagbifi have any questions (although be aware that
he will be on vacation for the next two weeks.)

Mage.

Rev. Mark Belletini

Note: Information about General Assembly '08 is nawvailable in the front office.

Rev. Mark Belletini, Senior Minister Michael Brennan, Church Administrator
Rev. Wendy Fish, Associate Minister Marian Garcia, Administrative Assistant
Rev. Carol Brody, Minister Emerita Joe Voltolini, Bookkeeper

Caroline Balderston Parry, Interim Dir. of ReligpoEducation =~ Deb McGuire, Staff Secretary

Lori Jones, RE Assistant Dtippensteel, Events Coordinator
Stephanie Rottmayer, SYC Director aokb Kobayashi, Facilities Assistant
Tony McDonald, Music Director BGgatHausmann, Facilities Assistant
Doug O’Neal/Elizabeth Woodhouse, Choir Directors Bob Graffagnino, Co-Webmaster
Nathan Hamm, Pianist/Accompanist vike@'Neil, Co-Webmaster

Chas Williams, Chair, Board of Trustees Olwen Firestone, Newsletter Editor




“BIG PICTURE” RELIGIOUS EDUCATION, or “RE”

Want to work with young people in this beloved commnity? Interested in joining the
religious exploration(perhaps a new meaning for “RE”?) world of SundaySchool, youth
programs and related committees?he almost-end-of-the-Sunday-School-year retraat fo
teachers and other RE helpers/Sunday School coemdtks on 4/20 will be a "celebration”,
with an opportunity to review the year that's pagsnd lift up the best parts, the high moments,
the growth, insights, etc (and attend to any Idves tve can, too). Once agawe would like to
invite any prospective new teachers or committee mabers to join us for lunch, worship

and a sharing time plus news and plans for next year. Please disaussinterest with

Caroline, the Interim Director of RE, Sunday SchGommittee members or anyone else
involved in this important work. Note: all teachemsentors or youth advisors who are accepted
must fill out reference forms and sign a code biost

We've “come a long way, baby,” with childcare in ths congregation!At one time we had
none provided for church events; then there wengesdr High age sitters who were arranged,
but not consistently reliable, and later on, careugh the Sitters Unlimited agency, available
only two nights per week. These days it is almbsags possible to have childcare provided if a
family lets the office know in advance.

However, now, after several recent conversatwtis parents and the RE Council, | would
like to ask everyone to think more comprehensivéihat about having a genuine Unitarian
Universalist children's program, more than justidysitting” or childcare for the evening, when
sometimes children get bored or sitters don’t kinmww to anchor their presence in UU values.
Could we offer something to help the childcare peq@tan for a series of activities so that the
children don't just get wild, for instance? Mighe wffer them an introduction to our principles
as the basis for relationships? Furthermore, jkstwe do in the Toddler Room to maintain our
“safe congregation” policy, two people need to bespnt when we convene any group of
children here. (We also need to evolve a systeoownfacting parents through cell phones or etc.,
in case of emergency; who can help?) | hope thantsand planners can somehow think more
fully about our children's needs and sharing ourdulure. Then in future years we’ll look back
and, once again, be proud of the progressive staveehave taken (I'll be pleased to tell my
next congregation what “Columbus UUs do™). I'dhi@py to talk further with anyone who is
interested in developing an even better childcangnam for the future at First UU.

Ournext Chalice Lighter training is intended to be available to children who atteitider the 9
or 11 am service and is being heldSaturday April 12 at 9 amfor about one hour. Currently
a pool of 19 children is available at 11 am, buehaone lighter at 9 am, so we hope to expand
those numbers, plus be well-supplied for the summmarths. Any child, age 7 or older, is
welcome to sign up for the training through the @fice or at the Sunday School Info Area.

Report from Neighboring Faiths: As part of our study of earth-based religions, dass
planned to join th&urning of the Wheel Spring Equinox celebration on March 22.
Unfortunately only four students were able to attddowever those four brought family



members, so there were 14 in our group to drunsargland dance! Everyone enjoyed the
celebration so much, we may suggest that the aldéessd the Beltane Celebration on April 26, so
our previously missing class members can come, too.

MAYPOLE HUNTING! Our 11 am Gr 1 class wants to have a May Day catieln, probably

on April 27, and is looking for a maypole to dameceund. Is there any chance someone in this
congregation already HAS a pole and ribbons wedcbatrow? If we don’t find one, we will

likely invest in a new pole and a set of ribboret ttould be kept and used in subsequent years.
Little known facts: Did you know a maypole repreésehe sacred tree at the centre of the world?
Did you know people dance round them in June anidtorthe summer months, sometimes
calling them “June poles”, or “summer poles™? Ordahmany European poles are too tall to
weave ribbons around? [Caroline is a maypole adfi@do and has file drawers full of photos

and notes from research conducted over many yedEagland, Canada and the US ]

Many future“Grass-Head Guys” from the All Ages Sunday Schoollass on 3/23are
unclaimed. Find your cute “dirt ball” in the Sundaghool Info Area, and take it home please.
Then fill the plastic cup at least half full of veat with the end of the stocking acting like a wick
and wait for the grass to sproM¥arning, hair mows may be necessary!

Update on the next congregational art STt@REATING ENERGY --Youth in Art”, May 1-

June 29, 2008: Gr K through 12 children and youth ray enter two piecesmatted or

mounted for hanging, such as photos, paintingspliages, with your choice of subject or media.
If you have 3-dimensional art to show, contact Belllieul (debbsyc@yahoo.com, or 447-
1223). Find inexpensive mat boards at JoAnn FapMaoshael’s or Hobby Lobby....

A very successfulArtists Way ” group , working with the eponymous book by Julia Cameron,
has just finished its 12 week course, offered tgho&dult Enrichment Programs (AEP). There’s
a terrific set of collages made by the women ingtaip up on the wall of Fellowship Hall, plus
some photos of them in action, including many wiseds gleaned from their time together. If
you are interested in the summer AW class, sargyfull already! However, there’s a waiting

list and a fall group is being planned. ContactyJaettman (JudyFet375@aol.com, 769-2729).

NB: the Ohio Meadville Districts nextr & Sr High OWL training will take place in Bowling
Green from Thursday May 15 at 1 pm, til SaturdayNI@ at 3:30 pm. So far we have no one
going from this church, but we DO need more teagheould like to send at least 2 people, and
have scholarship funds available. Please discussigterest with the IDRE or any members of
the OWL ministry teanbefore Friday, April 4.

PEACE CAMP 2008:application forms are now on the church websitbéalownloaded and
mailed in or dropped off (no electronic registratithis year, sorry). 7/28-81 and 8/4-8/8!

The Sr. High Covenant Group will be working with Hiétat for Humanity at the Build-I1t-Again
Center for their shared service activity. This wélke place oisaturday April 26, 12-4pmk-or
more info, contact the RE Office or Gwynne Posaylke¢sa Reed at 218-2243 or 286-1783
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Come Walk in the Garden
Commitment Sunday ~ April 6, 2008

Spring is the perfect time for imagining. Althougiiany of us have spent the past few weeks
simply longing for warmer days and imagining thesseof renewal that comes with spending
more time outside, others have been poring ovet salogs and re-conceiving the layout of
flower beds. Those of us who garden know that sumtk is a transformative experience. In fact,
inasmuch as planting perennials assumes the raharigrowth of beauty, it is an indicator of
unspoken but fundamental belief in, and imaginifjdhe future.

During the Flower Communion on Easter Sunday, ttrayaof flowers at the front of the
Worship Center was remarkable in its diversity olfoc, size, shape and texture. The flowers
provided an appropriate display of our congregaiiocommunity: a mixture of beautiful
individual species, each with its own needs fohtligvater, soil and nurturing, each with its
unique role in the growing cycle, each with its ogamtribution to the palette.

Like any gardener standing at the window as wifgdes, we, as a congregation, imagine our
future. We know that a large garden has separatgsyimbiotic elements that demand awareness
of when each plant blooms and for how long. We kmahave to adjust to changing weather
and climatic conditions; we know we must adjusthi® demands created when living things
grow. And so each year our trustees, respondingit@xpressed desires for change and
improvement in the condition of this spiritual gand set forth goals to ensure the garden’s long-
term vitality.

Our congregational garden’s vitality includes amprate salaries to a well-qualified Director of
Religious Education and Interim Minister; just seda reflecting responsibilities and experience
of our ministers and hard-working staff; fundingoefr four music staff members so we can
continue to increase our musical offerings, esplgaanong our children; paying our fair share
to the Ohio Meadville District, a source of traigiand leadership development; and moving
toward paying our fair share to Unitarian UniveistaAssociation, whose knowledgeable and
supportive staff deserve fair compensation as v@lk. sense of stewardship for this living
congregation has compelled us to imagine theseowapnents in the life of our church
community.

It appears to be a big job, a lot of work. Everyirsp brings the same challenge to a gardener. In
this case, however, the gardener is not alone.eldwer many of us, and there is no better way to
encourage ourselves than to note the folk wisdofMahy hands make light work.” Together

we can plant, cultivate, and enjoy the collectieality we creatéAnd this coming Sunday,

April 6, we will gather for Commitment Sunday, a@onunal act of worship and sharing in
which we pledge our annual commitments of financistewardship and support to First UU
Church. It is a communal act of soil preparation &t will guarantee the blossoming of our
shared dreams, and your presence at church that taynportant.

Each of us is a steward of this garden. Your noleur shared stewardship is not determined by
others, but by the value you find in what you reediere. Consider your circumstances carefully.
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Invest in the future of this church in the same way would invest in the development of a
garden or any other long-term goal. Consider irgirgayour contribution to the church through
the “5-in-5” goal initiated two years ago. This gueas set to encourage each of us to increase
our annual pledge over a five-year period to 5%dylisted gross income. Using the helpful
forms you received in the mail along with your glectard (yellow envelope), you will be able
to decide what constitutes a meaningful pledge.

Regardless of what you pledge, the one thing weatlato equally to affirm our commitment is
to show up. In the same way that rural communhissorically understood the value of
collective barn-raisings, shared plowing and hamgsand cooperatives for getting crops to
market, we know that shared acts, whether througtship, covenant groups, or social action,
multiply the impact by sharing the effort.

Additional pledge cards and envelopes will be aldé before the services for any who need
them. If you cannot be with us that day, be preseaspirit by returning your pledge card before
April 6, or by connecting with the rest of us bykimay your pledge at
www.firstuucolumbus.org/stewardship/index.hionl that day.

Coming together in a sense of shared hope and pelip@n essential component of community.
On behalfof Reverend Mark, Reverend Wendy and the Boarda$t€es, | invite you to join

the congregation April 6 when together we commitelyes financially to support First UU
Church and our vision for worship, lifespan religgoeducation, justice in the world, and meeting
our obligations to those organizations that sustainbeloved community.

Come walk in the garden with us April 6. Imagine tlossoming. Imagine the harvest.

-- Steve Abbott, Annual Budget Drive Committee (ABD

“From you | receive, to you | give, together we gleaand by this we live.”
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