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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

TIME DATED MATERIAL — PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY

WORSHIP SERVICES

| January 27, 2008, 9:00 A.M. & 11:00 A.M. Rev. Belletini/Rev. FisH

“Grieving as a Spiritual Path”

| February 3, 2008, 9:00 A.M. & 11:00 A.M. Rev. Mark Belletini |
“Luck?”
| February 10, 2008, 9:00 A.M. & 11:00 A.M. Rev. Mark Belletini|

“The True Source of Most Stress”

'Getting to Know UU meets Sunday mornings at 10:15 A.M. and 12:15 P.M in Slowter Lounge

MID-YEAR CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
February 10, 2008
12:45 p.m.
Pursuant to Article VIII, Section 6 of the First UU Constitution, notice is given that the
congregation will vote to authorize the search for an interim minister.




Worship Services - Sunday, 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.

Wednesday, January 23, 2008

9:45a
1:00p
7:00p
7:30p
7:30p
8:00p

Parenting From Your Heart
Archives

Memoir Writing

Men’s Spirituality; Hatha Yoga
FOCUUS (OSU Campus, 447-8407)
Women'’s Spirituality

Thursday, January 24, 2008

9:30a
6:00p
7:00p
7:00p
7:30p

Improvisational Dance
“Powers of the Universe” video
Your Money/Your Life

Soul Collage

11 am Choir

Friday, January 25, 2008

5:00p
7:30p
7:00p

Middle School Overnight
All Soles Contra Dance
Film Series; Community Forum

Saturday, January 26, 2008

8:30a

Zen Meditation

11:00a Parents of Infants and Toddlers

1:00p

Settlers OWL

Sunday, January 27, 2008
12:30p YASC Steering Com.

1:00p
6:00p

UU Artists; Nominating Committee
Bridge Club

Monday, January 28, 2008
11:00a Gentle Yoga for Cancer Survivors

4:30p
7:00p
7:00p
7:00p

The Artist’'s Way

UU Social Dance; Grief and Loss
Your Money/Your Life (offsite)
Building Your Own Theology

Tuesday, January 29, 2008
10:00a Archives Organizing

1:00p
5:30p
6:30p
7:00p
7:00p
7:45p

Cancer Support Groups
Children’s Choir Supper
Singing Peace Pals

Youth Choir; Zen Meditation
DRE Search Committee
Spirit of Life (9am Choir)

Wednesday, January 30, 2008

9:45a
1:00p
7:30p
7:30p
8:00p

Parenting From Your Heart
Archives Organizing

Men'’s Spirituality; Hatha Yoga
FOCUUS (OSU Campus, 447-8407)
Women'’s Spirituality

Thursday, January 31, 2008

9:30a Improvisational Dance

6:00p Ecospirituality videos

7:30p 11:00a Choir

Friday, February 1, 2008

12:00p Cooking for Faith Mission

6:30p First Friday Potluck

7:30p First Friday Programs; “Sicko”
Saturday, February 2, 2008

8:30a Zen Meditation

1:00p Settlers OWL Class

7:00p Turning of the Wheel

Sunday, February 3, 2008

1:00p Leadership Workshop

3:00p Parents of Graduates

Monday, February 4, 2008

11:00a Gentle Yoga for Cancer Survivors
4:30p The Artist's Way

7:00p UU Social Dance; Your Money/Life
7:00p Building Your Own Theology
Tuesday, February 5, 2008

9:00a Newsletter folding

10:00a Archives Organizing

1:00p Cancer Support Groups

5:00p Memoirs V

5:30p Children’s Choir Supper

6:30p Singing Peace Pals

7:00p Youth Choir; Caring Com.

7:00p Arts & Space; Social Justice Com
7:30p Zen Meditation; Worship Com.
7:45p Spirit of Life (9:00am) Choir
Wednesday, February 6, 2008

9:45a Parenting From Your Heart

1:00p Archives Organizing

7:00p Executive Committee

7:30p Men’s Spirit.; Yoga

7:30p FOCUUS (OSU Campus, 447-8407)
8:00p Women'’s Spirituality

Next issue: February 3, 2008
Deadlines: February 3
1:00pm - hard copy in church office
6:00pm - email: olwfire@yahoo.com




WENDY'S PERSPECTIVE

Among the treasures in my mailbox this
week was a note from my son. He’s pro-
moting Portland as a grand place to live, and
sent me a newspaper clipping of the week
long weather report showing sunshine for
five days in a row and another clipping with
airfare quotes from Portland, OR to many
key cities. How conflicted my emotions,
both delight at the prospects ahead and
authentic grief at the endings. I'm grateful
and very much moved by your expressions
of affirmation, for all the ways you have
been saying that you will miss me. I, too,
will miss you, as individuals and as a
congregation.

Sometimes when we are facing change, we
think that if justthis piecewould be settled,
then our questions would be resolved. Once
this “first” piece is settled, we often recog-
nize that rather than resolving things,
settling the first piece just leads the way to
new questions, new uncertainties. In my
case, the new questions on the horizon relate
to what new work | will be doing come Fall,
where will | live, when will I list my current
home for sale, what will I do if I'm not

accepted into a year-long residency program.

| don’t have answers to all the questions, but
here’s what | do know. When we walk
toward the unknown, always there is
something that makes the way easier. What
is it that makes your way easier, offers
shelter from life’s storms? Is it through
relationships that you derive strength,
through loving action? Is it through faith?
Are you someone who hunkers down alone
and waits out change, drawing toward you
storehouses of well-used resources? Does a
natural turning of the earth pave the way for
a new beginning, a new moon, a new dawn,
or the warmth of sun or a seasonal shift?
One thing is for sure related to my recent
letter of resignation. This is a change we can
go through together. | invite you to move

toward others in this community and share
the journey with other members of this
liberal religious community.

Go gently, L %

Rev. Wendy Fish

AUCTION NEWS Just a friendly reminder
about ourannual church auction Saturday,
February 16 6-10 p.m.Theme:The Sixties:
Peace, Love and Fund RaisingYou are
invited to participate! To learn more, visit
the auction table in Fellowship Hall on
Sundays, or check firstuucolumbus.org/
auction.

For your donated items to be in the auction
catalog, we need your donation forms by
January 27 We also encourage you to enter
donations online Thanks on behalf of the
Auction Committee. --Jim Pinkham

THANKS TO GREETERS Every Sunday
when you walk through our doors there is a
smiling face to greet you. and someone to
lend a hand. The Greeters are part of the
Membership Committee; their role is to
provide information and literature, to answer
guestions, and to direct people to what they
need. Most importantly, Greeters try to say
“hello,” “good morning,” “welcome” to all.
Rick Kritzer is the coordinator for the
Sunday Greeters. We would like to thank
him and all the Greeters for the outstanding
job they do. They are: Ben Blee, Matt Butler,
George Byrd, Eve Catus, Karen Dawson, Jo
Dickinson, Paula Egbert, Jan Fleming,
Nancy Fritz, Bill Fullarton, Kay Gaskill,
Kari Gunderson, Linda Houton, Lisa
lacobellis, Rick Kritzer, Patricia Larson,
Darlene Lazarow, Roger Marcum, Susan
Marcum, Carey McDonald, Ron Oshima,
Len Powlick, Barb Pratzner, Betsy Smalley,
Jeannie Sperling, and Mark Stamm.
Remember, too, we should all extend a
smile and a welcome to those who come to
our church.
-- Michael Brennan, Church Administrator



FROM THE BOARD CHAIR During
Sunday worship services, we often read an
affirmation that celebrates this year as a yes
of “transition and joy.” Prophetic words
indeed. Not only are we involved in a search
for a permanent Director of Religious
Education, but last week we learned of the
departure of our beloved Associate Minister
Wendy Fish, by the end of this church year.
Our hearts are filled with gratitude for her
service to our congregation, and we will
miss her when she goes, even as we cele-
brate with her as she prepares for her new
work. Each of us has stories of inspiration,
caring and love received from Wendy,
myself included. Let’s share those stories in
the coming months, and by so doing realize
the richness of her legacy here.

Every transition, however joyful or sad,
carries with it great opportunity for trans-
formation. So it is with our church. There
will be focused energy and conversations
about “what’s next?” for our congregation.
As we transform ourselves as a religious
institution through this process, | invite each
of you to be a part of that conversation, and
by so doing, to transform yourself. Take this
opportunity to look deeper into your religion
into the needs of this beloved community
and the world. Reflect that back to the Boarg
and staff and make your voices heard. Pleas
plan to attend the Mid Year Meeting on
February 10 where you will hear more about
our plans.

Finally, I want to thank our Board of
Trustees for their leadership and commit-
ment during the first half of this year. | have
seen the members become strong leaders o

this church, and | hope you have seen it, tog.

During the next few months, we count on
our Board, staff, and other church leaders to
guide us. | know we are prepared.

With gratitude and joy. Chas Williams
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ECOSPIRITUALITY VIDEOS

Thursdays, 6-7:30Including videos by
Michael Dowd/Connie Barlow Michael will
deliver our sermonThank Goodness for
Evolution” on May 24, 2008.

COMMUNITY LEADERS FORUM
Friday, January 25, 7pm Dianne Kozdrey
Bunnell will speak on the topic: "Rescuing
the Young from Religious Extremism." She
will lecture, read passages from her book,
The Protestand answer questions. The
novel is based on her personal experience.

BEANS COOK-OFF! Sunday, February
10.Honor Wendy Fish, the Coming of Age
class and their bean sales, and your own
culinary creativity by bringing a soup to our
cook-off. Email karigunderson@att.net by
February 3. Bring a slow-cooker with your
soup on February 10, ready to serve hot after
the 11:00 service. (Soup need not even be a
bean soup!ye'd also love a cake or two

with Wendy's name on it in her honor!

COFFEE BRIGADE Volunteers are
needed for both fifth Sunday services as
well as the 11am service on the first Sunday
of the month. We need to get this organized
ASAP. Please contact Malyka Knapp-Smith
at mknappsmith@yahoo.comr look for

her on Sunday, after the 11am services.

Buukstore “Bring One/Take One”
Book Exchange
Sunday January 27, 2008

FIRST FRIDAY February 1 Potluck at
6:30pm; Programs at 7:30pm includiAg
Documentary on the Transformation of

First Community Village. Martha Saenger,
longtime member of First UU, photographer,
and resident of First Community, will give a
slide presentation of Phase One of the
reconstruction of her retirement community.
Bring the family. Activities for all ages.



OTHER FRIDAY FILMS January 25,
7:00pm. “An Evening with Mae West” will
include two features by America’s most
notorious screen comedienne. Join us!

ALL SOLES CONTRA DANCE - Friday,
January 25in Fellowship Hall. Beginner's
session at 7:30pm, dancing from 8:00 to
10:30. Childcare offered in a separate room
children are welcome to dance if interested.
Join us! Cost $7; $4 for under age 25.
http://firstuucolumbus.org/AllSoles

WOMEN'’S SPIRITUALITY Wednesdays
at 8:00pm January 30 — Imbolc/Candlemas

IMBOLC/BRIGID Turning of the (Earth)
Wheel onSaturday, February 2, 7:00 —
8:30 (promptly). Please bring water for
ceremony. Registration REQUIRED,
267-4946x28; just leave your name and
number attending (10 years and up).

ARTIST'S WAY We are compiling a list of
those interested in the next Artist’'s Way
class to begin in spring or summer. Please
call Judy Fettman at 769-2729 if you would
like to be added to the list. The next class
will include men as well!

ELDERS/OLDER SENIORS You are
invited to a light lunch and fellowship at the
church onFebruary 12, 11am-1:15pm
Mark and Wendy will offer a short service
11:00am. Transportation will be provided
needed. RSVP to the church office, 267-
4946 or Dick Dawson, 459-0787.

at

—

BOOKBITES February 19in Slowter
Lounge,7 to 9 pm. We will finish our
January books (new pubs in 2007) and begi
a new topic stories from d&fra of Interest.

-- Kathleen Boston, 262-4025.
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ENDOWMENT REQUESTS Each year
every member and committee has a chance
to request Endowment Funds for improve-
ments. Last year, funds were used to replace
the glass in the Family Room with double
paned safety glass, purchase a digital
recorder for the Worship Center, install a
large screen in the Worship Center, secure a
sound system for our social and contra
dances, install an electronic door opener on
the front door, and permanently fix the
lettering issue with our sign in front of
Panera.

It is your turn to decide what projects are
important to you, the congregation and the
larger community. Requests for Endowment
funds are due to the Finance Committee
(either by placing in their mailbox in the
Volunteer Room or emailing them to Tim
Hooks, Chair of Finance Committee, at
hookstj@gmail.com) bivarch 17, 2008
Please describe « what you want the funds
for, « how that project fits within our
mission/ vision/principles/purposes;s exactly
how much is needed; and « how you arrived
at that number. The funds cannot be used for
on-going operational needs. The policy can
be found at
http://www.firstuucolumbus.org/governance
fii-endowmentfunddisbursements.pdf. We
generally have between $8,000 and $10,000
to spend. Keep in mind the total available
funds and the fact that others will be making
requests, too. -- Debra Gray Boyd, Treasurer

BUDGET TIME We are gearing up to
work on the FY09 budget. All committee
budget requests are due to the Finance
Committee byFebruary 8 Please place in
the Finance Committee’s mailbox in the
Volunteer Workroom, or email them to
hookstj@gmail.com. If you are requesting
more funds than last year, please include an
expected allocation and justification for the
additional monies. Thanks in advance.

-- Tim Hooks, Chair, Finance Committee



DANCE, DANCE! Jo Dickinson’s two-

hour workshoance in Theory and
Practice offered through AEP, will be held
on Saturday morning, February 9, from 10-
12 noon. Please register through AEP; see
AEP brochure or speak with Jo at 888-7677

SPECIAL BENEFIT “Hats Off for a

Cure,” the &' annual benefit concert for the
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society, will be on
Saturday, February 23, 4.00prat the
church. Piano trio, woodwind quintet, jazz
piano, bluegrass band, barbershop quartet
and BalletMet dancers! Donations at the
door.-- Sarah Case, 246-0096.

SOCIAL JUSTICE

SYC APPLICATIONS School for Young
Children will be processing applications for
the 2008-09 school year éimiday,

February 22, 2008.To receive priority
consideration, applications for children of
MEMBERS of First UU must be received
by 3:15 p.m. on that date.

SYC is a social outreach program of First
UU offering 22 hour classes, 2-3 days a
week for children aged 2% through 5. For
more info, visit our website, www.school-
for-young-children.com or call 267-0254.

BREAD update: 1) Payday Lending
BREAD is supporting House Bill 333, a
bipartisan bill that limits the interest that
payday lenders are able to charge to 36%
APR, and eliminates the use of postdated
checks as collateral. Over 30 BREAD
members attended the initial hearing on
these bills.Help BREAD oppose H.B. 337
(sponsored by the Payday Lenders) on
Thursday, January 31 and support H.B.

333 Thursday, February 7 8:45 a.m,
Statehouse Hearing Rooms.

2) TheHealthcare Committee reported that
$1.2 million was awarded by the County
Commissioners and another $50,000 is in
the works to provide for medical care homes
in Franklin County. People from all BREAD
congregations are asked to fill out a house-
hold budget worksheet, sponsored by
UHCAN Ohio, to help in their Healthcare
Affordability study. The data will be used
with state legislators to argue against asking
people to pay more than they can afford for
healthcarePlease take one of the surveys
from the BREAD mailbox (in the Volun-

teer Room), fill it out, and place it (unsigned)
in the BREAD mailbox. 3) Th&arly
Childhood (3-5 year olds)Education
Committee is proposing: Franklin County
Commissioners create a full-time position,
reporting to them, to be responsible for
achieving 100% enrollment of allotted Early
Learning Initiative (ELI) positions; increase
the number of such positions in Franklin
County, as new funds become available; and
optimize the use of other state and federally
funded Early Childhood Education programs.
Twenty BREAD members attended the
research meeting for the newest research
team on 4Crime and Drugs. Still in its
development stages, it seems that Prosecutor
Ron O’Brien will be a strong ally. Research
meetings with other community leaders are
in the works.

Goals for 2008 include maintaining a
budget to hire another full time BREAD
organizer. For the first time, finances are in
the black coming into 2008. BREAD RISES!

To learn more about the BREAD
organization and/or to get involved, please
call or e-mail Alice Rathburn, 895-2109 or
563-0536, Alice37@insight.rr.cam
-- Malyka Knapp-Smith




CARING CORNER Nancy van Deusemwhose daughter, Bonnie
Lavric, was having brain surgery January 21.
Our condolences téim Pinkham and
Danya Furdaon the death of Jim's audp HELP NEEDED The Caring Table needs
Dickinson whose aunt died at the age of 99;| you on Sunday mornings. It's a great way to
Shirley Lange, Kris Elliott, and Casey meet people and to serve this important part
Lange whose dear friend died on January 8;|  of the life of First UU. We welcome our new
Steve Nicholsorwhose father died on volunteers, Diana Del Bianco and Ruby
January 17; an8andy Yorka, whose Classen, but would appreciate two or three
husband Ken died after a long illness. more to sit with a veteran volunteer once a
month. We are looking for someone to be at
Our thoughts are withouise Hastingswho the Table before and after a 9am service and
had a fall recentlyjudy Kleen whose two for before and after second services.
mother was hospitalized; and Please contact Jane Reisman at
jnreisman@aol.com or 237-3572, if you
have any questions or can volunteer.

FIRST CHURCH “SOUP, SERVICE AND LEADERSHIP” SERIES CONTINUES....

Please sign up for the upcoming Sunday Workshops: February 3 and March 2

Sunday, February 3Learn aboutWorking Effectively with Volunteers” in an ineractive an
practical session. Facilitators: Michael Brennan, Karen Dawson and Carey McDonald will
facilitate small groups to learn strategies and increase our confidence in working with volunteers.
From a past participant: “I liked the idea of hospitality as spiritual practice.”

Sunday, March 2 Learn to deal more effectively in conflict situations in an interactive and
practical session diConflict As Opportunity.” In small groups we will discuss strategies for
common scenarios that come up in church, including how to deal with problem behaviors, poor
communication, and the escalation of conflict. Focus will be on how to constructively de-
escalate and resolve conflict situations. Facilitators for this workshop are: Karen Dawson,

Dan Shaffer, and Susan Zelinskirom a past participant: “Very enlightening.”

Both Workshops will start &it2:45 p.m.(after the 11:00 Service) with Soup and Fellowship in
Rooms 7-8, and be over by 3:45 p.m.

Soup, Service and Leadership: Workshop Registration

Name(s): Telephone:
E-Mail:

February 3 -- Working Effectively with Volunteers (number to attend)

March 2 -- Conflict as Opportunity (number to attend)

Child Care Needed? Yes (Number and ages of children)
Transportation needed? Yes

Reqister:Call the Church Office (267-4946) or Register On-Line._No Cost!

Questions? Call Karen Dawson, 459-0787 or e-mail her at kdawson@columbus.rr.com.




MARKINGS

Capitalized Words

Well, it's been big week. News of Wendy'’s resignation, effective in Summer '08, is Big News.

And certainly the very fact of it will ask all sorts of energy from us all in the coming transition

time, which will probably include an interim ministry of some sort. But | want to bless Wendy

for her decision. She came to it over a few months of deliberation, and it came from the heart of

a minister who is also a mother and grandmother. Training to hone her pastoral skills all the

more, she will bring her pastoral presence to many. This is good news for the folks in Portland
who greet her with their hello, even as we have to learn to say goodbye over the next few months.

| will miss working with her. Her trustworthiness and capacity for both serious pastoral know-
ledge and laughter have made my ministry flow smoother. She has introduced many transform-
ative circles to this church, from Covenant Groups to the Pastoral Team. Her organization skills
leave mine in the dust. But this is not a eulogy...she is not leaving yet, and her time with us,
although shorter now, will be significant, welcome and important.

You will read about and hear, in a very short time, terms that may be new to newer members.
“Ministerial Settlement Director” and “Search Committee” and “Packet” and “Pre-Candidating”
are all significant words that touch on this transition. The process of figuring out what kind of
configuration of ministry would best suit a dynamic congregation like this will be a democratic
one, complex but fair, with a rich combination of necessary confidentiality and necessary
transparency. Maybe some of you will participate in a more hands-on way. Some will just watch,
since they have seen it before in their length of years here, and trust the process. Others will be
intrigued, and will sincerely be amazed by the process. Just remember such processes always
generate rumors and wonderings. No way to prevent that, | suppose. But do get the facts straight,
check out rumors or suspicions, and say kind things to all the folks involved in the actual search
process...it's Hard, Hard Work.

But be assured that this is a transition. And like all transitions, it’s rife with both endings and
beginnings, hello and goodbye and a hundred, hundred feelings. Feel them all. And take care of

each other with tenderness. Blessings. \
WRev. Mark Belletini

Rev. Mark Belletini, Senior Minister Michael Brennan, Church Administrator

Rev. Wendy Fish, Associate Minister Marian Garcia, Administrative Assistant

Rev. Carol Brody, Minister Emerita Joe Voltolini, Bookkeeper

Caroline Balderston Parry, Interim Dir. of Religious Educatiodeb McGuire, Staff Secretary

Lori Jones, RE Assistant Don Hippensteel, Events Coordinator

Stephanie Rottmayer, SYC Director Naoko Kobayashi, Facilities Assistant

Tony McDonald, Music Director Cathy Hausmann, Custodial Assistant

Doug O’Neal/Elizabeth Woodhouse, Choir Directors Bob Graffagnino, Co-Webmaster

Nathan Hamm, Pianist/Accompanist Kevin O’Neil, Co-Webmaster

Chas Williams, Chair, Board of Trustees Olwen Firestone, Newsletter Editor
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Caroline Balderston Parry

Interim Director of Religious Education

caroline@FirstuuColumbus.org e
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IT'S NOT TOO LATE!"” DEPARTMENT: 1) Our Whole Lives, or OWL, for Settler®ur
30-something Young Adults) is still taking new members through 1/26; then the Saturday
afternoon class will be closed. Contact Josette Bodoni 459-4206 or Seth Kraut 447-0099

2) TheParenting from the Heartclass will still accept registrants after Wednesday,

1/23, .Contact Jan Robertson-Gildehaus, 529-0537. 3) The start-up daiekfGrawson's
nine-session course, "Spirit of Life,is now February 12. 4) A first self-facilitated group

focused on the UUA curriculum guid&uilding Your Own Theology" has begun meeting on
Monday evenings; the next one —pending enough registrations -will begin with an organizational
meeting guided by Steve Kraynak dauesday, March 18 Participants will then set their own
meeting dates. Register at the AEP table or on lin&vBhsong for Families llhas begun this
month, with five families sharing a meal and then informal worship for eight sessions. There is a
sign-up sheet in the Sunday School Info Area for a posSi@asong for Families Ilito begin

after Easter. 6) There are only a few dozen bottlégah soup mixeft. Call 267-4946!

NEWS FROM OUR SS CLASSESarranged roughly in order of age group)The Older 9 am
Multi-Age class group recently did a puzzle partner project. Puzzle pieces were distributed and
everyone was asked to find their match. The pieces explained the interdependence between a
particular plant and an animal (ex. saguaro cactus and the night flying bat). We discussed the
interdependence of our world and Teacher Gretchen pointed out various locations on a globe,
following up on her sharing from a previous week about UUs around the world. They'll use the
globe again as the children select their service project. They also made animal character puppets
for a play, "Who Owns the Well?" While making their creations, they discussed: “What or who

is God?” As UUs they all agreed that there are no right or wrong answers. The play pointed out
that a well, provided in a time of drought, was a gift from God -- so everyone had the right to use
it. In other words, the earth and its resources belong to all creatures, including the mean lizard!
Many parents came in to see the puppet play, prompting the class teachers to say, “Visiting
audience members are always welcomeThe 11 am preschoolers spent a Sunday focused on
Principle #1. They talked about how “Each person is important,” drew themselves for an art
project, and read the book, I'm Gonna Like .MéeThe Kindergarten class molded “play clay” to
show what their favorite pet would look like (if left out, the clay hardened so children could keep
their models if they desired). Each child shared a pet story and Teacher Carol talked about what
it means to have a p&t/atch for their vegan bake sale on February 10hey are learning a

great song to sing to us with help from Elizabeth Woodhotiseur Middle School

Neighboring Faiths class is doing a unit on African American churches; their first visit of 2008,

to Trinity Baptist Church, was on January 20. They were made very welcome there! A class
overnight is planned for Friday, 1/26, at church.

Coming Of Age (COA) Mentee/Mentor Team Kati McGuire and Neile Edens are coordinating
the annuaCOA Community Service Projedh 2008? Please lend your support.

Our Sr Hi Covenant Group is looking for a Habitat for Humanity contact in Columbus, with a
view to finding a project to help with. Please tell gwynneposey@hotmail.com or 218-2243.



Want to read over the story books from Sunday service stories at your leisure? Loaner copies,
will be in the Sunday School Info Area for you to consider, along with other thematically chosen
books you may sign out. If our story book comes from the Public Library system, borrowers
must sign for it and return it on time to the library themselves. This is a new plan.

The First UU “Read-In": Reverend Mark Belletini recommends that EVERYONE read the book
Why Are All the Black Kids Sitting Together in the Cafeteria? by Beverly Tatum. Adult

Enrichment Programs (AEP) proposes to bulk order copies and set up a series of facilitated
discussion groups —get your copy, read it, share it, discuss it, act on it — and stay tuned for details!

The Winter 2008Your Money Or Your Life" Study Groupis forming soon, co-sponsored by
Simply Living and AEP.Participants are invited to an introduction and organizational meeting on
Thursday January 31, 7:15-8:45prat the NEW Simply Living Office located at 2929 N. High

St. 2nd. Floor (above Aladdin's) in Clintonville. Sheila Fox bethechange55@hotmail.com and
Randall Loop erloop@yahoo.com will be co-facilitating. If you’'d like more details to be e-
mailed to you, contact the facilitators or the RE Office, Caroline@firstUUcolumbus.org

OP-ED PIECE: This congregation is blessed with many skilled and caring volunteers who work
at the myriad aspects of helping a church run well. Theyaltd it doels- and yet | would like

to lift up one of many areas that need “more” for your attention. Part of my role as your Interim
DRE is to point out places where, in my overview of Religious Education (as the outsider who
comes for awhile and then leaves without becoming as thoroughly enmeshed in the everyday
running of things as a longer-term staff member), the church may need to grow or change.

Our overall youth programming, or youth ministry, working with all our teenagers, or as we
call them, “youth,” is one such area. We are fortunate at present to have good teams of teachers
for our well-established Neighboring Faiths (Grades 6-8), Our Whole Lives (OWL Gr 8) and
Coming of Age (COA, Gr 9) classes, plus the new Senior High Covenant group. For now, the
RE office staff (myself and Lori Jones) are also greatly helped to have the benefit of many
volunteer hours from Beth Jewell, who coordinates the sponsors, drivers (MORE volunteers!),
and considerable paper work for the district youth “CONS”, or conferences. She is our official
“CONcierge” this year, but will be turning this task back over to staff, with some help from the
YASC (Youth Adult Steering Committee, made of still more caring volunteers) as the summer
begins. And as many of you know, Rev. Wendy Fish plays a key role in guiding the COA team
of teachers and mentors, and keeping in touch with families for this pivotal program. She, too,
will be laying down her leadership this summer.

Despite all the good people, both staff and volunteers, who work so energetically to make all
these programs happen, there is not enough coordination here among all the different aspects of
youth programming —the DRE'’s tasks also include supporting the YASC and overseeing the
Youth-led Service (coming on March 30). In addition, we recently hosted a training for Youth
Advisors, with a view to getting our youth group to function better. There is no youth group this
year; plans are not proceeding further just now, because no one has extra time or energy for it.
And we have no summer youth programs or major service projects happening, either.

As your Interim, given the overall situation, | feel clear that our youth programming needs a
staff member who is dedicated to ministry with youth. It's my hope that this congregation will
establish a part-time ministry with a youth position after hiring the new, settled DRE. As a
congregation, you will have to decide on budget matters and your priorities.

Coprd Caroline Balderston Parry, Interim Director of Religious Education
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WELCOMING INVENTORY
TheFirst UU Welcoming Inventorigas been completed and the results are available on the
church web site (www.firstuucolumbus.org, click on the news item: “Welcoming Inventory
Completed.”) It will also be posted in the Window Hallway and copi#l be made available ¢
request. Thanks to all who provided input! Theentory,reviewed and approved by the Board
of Trustees, is the result of an extensive church-wide analysis, with input from committees and
councils, Ministers, other church leadership, as well as feedback from individual church
members. Various priorities for action were identified, including:
FContinuing to improve on and better communicate many things we already do
tExpanding the 9 a.m. Service
FImproving signage/navigation in the facility
tlmproving parking
FtPromoting our church activities in the community
FIncreasing diversity in our congregation
FImproving access to our facilities
FContinuing to enhance Membership Committee functions
tGiving attention to Youth and Seniors
Some of the suggestions have already been completed, are in progresplammad, and othe

will be pursued in the longer term. For additional information or questions, please contact Dan
Hronek (740-548-1651), David Easter (296-1811), or Debra Boyd (487-0970).
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Challenges We Face in our Times and Actions We Can Take to Address Them

#3 - Simply Living: a Prototype for Growing Earth Community

In 1993, Simply Living was formed in Columbus, OH, in response to awareness by its
founding members that many existing institutions were ill-equipped to provide life-giving
purpose to individuals. With so much focus on reforming and resisting governmental and
corporate policies, too little attention was given to the creative, imaginative work of changing
ourselves as a critical link to changing the world.

Could an organizational environment be created that invited and supported people as they
experienced life-affirming possibilities for shaping their place in the earth’s natural, economic
and cultural communities? Simply Living is a laboratory for that question, out of which has
emerged our vision "to create a compassionate and sustainable world through personal,
community and cultural transformation.”

Simply Living’s members are dedicated to creating a community where people reconnect to
their creativity and their personal power to effect change. Through deep listening and building
relationships, such a community can create and support solutions to society’s challenges.
Recognizing that we live in a self-organizing world, we encourage members to initiate activities
and projects which meet their needs within the organization's mission. We strive to supp:
projects with our communication tools and to encourage adaptation, partnership, creativity and
always inclusion.

Simply Living now has over 750 members in the Columbus area, with programs largely
initiated, implemented and sustained by its members. Programs develop around three themes--
simplifying our lives, greening the earth and healing toward wholeness. Simply Living’s
foundational program is offering the Eastern Heartland Earth Institute (EHEI) discussion
courses. Participants gain support to risk significant changes in their lives. In the last ten years,
more than 1100 people have taken these courses locally.

Other initiatives include developing a sustainable local food system; building a low power FM
community radio station; promoting alternative transportation; and offering peak oil/global
warming education and awareness, financial planning classes and alternative health networking.

Simply Living partners with many people and organizations throughout the community. Our
communication tools play a central role in informing and involving our members. They in
bi-monthly newsletter, monthly calendar, website and five topical listservs. Monthly get-
acquainted gatherings offer new members and interested persons the opportunity to meet
members, and learn more about getting involved with Simply Living.

Visit the web site (www.simplyliving.org) for contact information, programs and links to
national resources, (including EHEI)

-- Carol Fisher, Simply Living, and Series Editor, Michael Greenman, 898-5825)

ADDENDUM The topic of the April article in this series will be Permaculture, a system of
agriculture (domestic and commercial) that strives for a “harmonious integration of human
dwellings, microclimate, and annual and perennial plants, animals, soils and water into stable
productive communities.” A five-weekend course is being offered locally on this topic. If you

are interested, please contact Michael Greenman. More information on Permaculture is available
at http://www.permacultureactivist.net
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