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THE FIRST UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH 
93 West Weisheimer Rd. Columbus OH 43214 
phone: 614-267-4946; fax: 614-267-4924 
email: Office@FirstUUColumbus.org 
web http://www.FirstUUColumbus.org 
emergency contact: 309-8616 

 
PUBLISHED BI-WEEKLY 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
  
 
 
 
 TIME DATED MATERIAL – PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY 
 

 
 
 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
 
January 13, 2008, 9:00 A.M. & 11:00 A.M.     Rev. Mark Belletini  

 
“Obstacles” 

11 A.M. Choir, Doug O’Neal, Director 
 

January 20, 2008, 9:00 A.M. & 11:00 A.M.    Rev. Mark Belletini  
 

“That Odd Word” 
Martin Luther King Jr. Sunday 
9:00 A.M. – Spirit of Life Choir; 11:00 A.M. – First UU Choir 
Elizabeth Woodhouse, Director 

 
January 27, 2008, 9:00 A.M. & 11:00 A.M.            Rev. Belletini/Rev. Fish 

 
“Grieving as a Spiritual Path” 

 
 

Getting to Know UU meets Sunday mornings at 10:15 A.M. and 12:15 P.M. in Slowter Lounge 
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Worship Services - Sunday, 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
Wednesday, January 9, 2008 
9:45a  Parenting From Your Heart 
10:00p Statement Mailing 
1:00p  Archives 
7:00p  Memoir Writing; Exec. Committee 
7:30p  Men’s Spirituality 
7:30p  FOCUUS (OSU Campus, 447-8407) 
8:00p  Women’s Spirituality 
Thursday, January 10, 2008 
9:30a  Improvisational Dance 
11:00a Cancer Support Group 
6:00p  “Powers of the Universe” Video 
7:00p  Soul Collage; Contra Dance Mtg 
7:30p  11 am Choir 
Saturday, January 12, 2008 
8:30a  Zen Meditation 
9:00a  Path to Membership 
1:00p  Young Adult OWL; Settlers OWL 
Sunday, January 13, 2008 
12:30p YASC, Sunday Forum 
1:00p  Pastoral Team; Leadership Wkshop  
1:30p  Parenting From Your Heart 
Monday, January 14, 2008 
11:00a Gentle Yoga for Cancer Survivors 
4:30p  The Artist’s Way 
7:00p  UU Social Dance; Grief and Loss 
7:00p  Program Council; Admin. Council 
Tuesday, January 15, 2008 
10:00a Archives Organizing 
1:00p  Cancer Support Groups 
5:00p  Memoirs V 
5:30p  Children’s Choir Supper 
6:30p  Singing Peace Pals 
7:00p  Book Bites 
7:00p  RE Council; Youth Choir 
7:00p  Develop. Com.; Zen Meditation 
7:00p  DRE Search Com; Sound Techs 
7:30p  Finance Committee 
7:45p  Spirit of Life (9am Choir) 
Wednesday, January 16, 2008 
9:45a  Parenting From Your Heart 
7:30p  Men’s Spirituality 
7:30p  FOCUUS (OSU Campus, 447-8407) 
8:00p  Women’s Spirituality 
 

Thursday, January 17, 2008 
9:30a  Improvisational Dance 
6:00p  Communications Committee 
6:00p  Ecospirituality videos 
7:00p  DRE Search Com. 
7:30p  Writing for Life; 11:00a Choir 
Friday, January 18, 2008 
12:00p Cooking for Faith Mission 
5:00p  Grade 3 Overnight 
6:00p (& 8am Sat.) Winter Board Retreat  
Saturday, January 19, 2008 
8:30a  Zen Meditation 
9:00a  UU Food Co-op 
1:00p  Settlers OWL Class 
Sunday, January 20, 2008 
1:00p  Youth Covenant Group Steering 
1:00p  Nominating Committee 
2:00p  CIRCA 
Monday, January 21, 2008  Office Closed 
11:00a Gentle Yoga for Cancer Survivors 
4:30p  The Artist’s Way 
7:00p  UU Social Dance; BREAD Team 
7:00p  Reproductive Justice Meeting 
7:00p  Building Com.; Sunday Sch. Com. 
Tuesday, January 22, 2008 
9:00a  Newsletter folding 
10:00a Archives Organizing 
1:00p  Cancer Support Groups 
5:30p  Children’s Choir Supper 
6:30p  Singing Peace Pals 
7:00p  Youth Choir; DRE Search Com. 
7:00p  Zen Meditation; Women’s Sharing 
7:45p  Spirit of Life (9:00am) Choir 
Wednesday, January 23, 2008 
9:45a  Parenting From Your Heart 
1:00p  Archives Organizing 
7:00p  Memoir Writing; BYOT class 
7:30p  Men’s Spirit.; Yoga; FOCUUS  
8:00p  Women’s Spirituality 
 

Next issue: January 20, 2008 
Deadlines: January 20 

1:00pm - hard copy in church office 
6:00pm - e-mails to:  
                olwfire@yahoo.com 
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                         WENDY’S PERSPECTIVE 
 

   Those who serve on our Pastoral Team 
bring “the church” to folks who might 
otherwise feel disconnected from our 
congregational life. Our volunteers make 
telephone calls, or visit in person, or send a 
note to say, “you are remembered and we 
care.” There are twenty-five compassionate 
people currently serving on our Pastoral 
Team. You might notice the Pastoral Team 
designation on their church nametags. If you 
know someone who might benefit from such 
support, someone no longer able to get to 
church, someone experiencing an extended 
rehabilitation, or someone experiencing a 
life transition that makes them especially 
vulnerable, I hope you will let any member 
of the team know, or call me (267-4946) or 
our Pastoral Team Coordinator, Dick 
Dawson (459-0787). We do our best 
ministry as a congregation when we know 
the needs. 
   For at least ten years, leaders from this 
congregation have offered a monthly 
worship service at First Community Village 
for those who live there and others who 
want to attend. The services are the first 
Tuesday of the month at 2:30 PM in their 
Chapel. It’s our way of bringing church to 
many who no longer, on a regular basis, 
make the trek to W. Weisheimer Road. 
Mark Belletini and I are delighted to have 
the help of Dick Dawson, Rev. Carol Brody, 
and Kathleen Fowler, on occasion, as 
worship leaders. You may not have known 
about this outreach to our beloved Seniors. 
   Ministry happens in many forms in our 
community. Our settled ministers are only 
part of the mix of people who reach out and 
attend to members of our religious 
community. Thank you to each of you who 
offer hospitality, a listening ear, practical 
support or opportunities for spiritual 
reflection. These acts of kindness and 
attentiveness foster the feeling of this being 
a beloved community and a vibrant religious 

community. Regularly, I witness sacred 
connections in committee meetings and in 
informal exchanges in the hallway. I’m 
moved by the centering readings people take 
time to choose and read at church gatherings. 
People of all ages are doing the work of 
ministry among us, and only some wear a 
formal designation on their nametags. All of 
us together make this church what it is. 
 Go gently, 

 
Rev. Wendy Fish  

 
CHURCH NEWS 

 
� PEACE, LOVE, and FUNDRAISING 
First UU Auction,  February 16, 2008.  
This year’s Auction will be here soon.  
Please put your donations on-line at 
www.FirstUUColumbus.org/auction NOW; 
or bring your filled donation forms to church 
the next three Sundays. Contact Jo Anne St. 
Clair at 268-1923 with any questions. 
   Learn to knit; purchase Cathy Elkins’ 
dress from last year’s auction; get donated 
food for First Friday; or have dinner with 
Bob and Carole Wilhelm and see pictures of 
their travels on the route of Magellan from 
Spain to Africa and across the Atlantic to the 
Falkland Islands (see penguins and more).  
All of these are Auction possibilities. 
   With donated items we can publish a 
catalog in advance which will help you with 
your purchases. The catalog deadline is 
Sunday, January 27.  
   Tickets for the Auction will be sold at 
church beginning January 13 ($12 in 
advance; $15 at the door). 
 
VIDEOS CONTINUE   Hidden Heart of the 
Cosmos, the Universe Story with Brian 
Swimme…plus?...  January 10, 17, 24, 31, 
6-7:30pm.)  Please register at 267-4946x28. 
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BEAN SOUP COOK-OFF  Sunday, 
February 10! Pam Argus, Sandy Coen and 
Florence Jain, Kitty and Oliver Jones, 
Lavaughn Margraff, and Kari Gunderson 
and Ron Oshima challenge other creative 
cooks to a bean soup cook-off. The only 
standard is to use a bottle of beans sold by 
the Coming of Age group. Add anything 
else you like. For $2, everyone can sample 
the soups and cast a vote. The winner can 
donate all of the collected money for the 
church project of his/her choice AND have 
the prizewinning recipe published on our 
website and in The Discoverer. After our 
soup lunch, we'll attend the scheduled Mid-
Year Membership Meeting. 
   To participate as a Creative Cook, email 
Kari at karigunderson@att.net by February 
3 to let her know that you’ll bring a slow-
cooker with your soup to church ready to 
serve hot after the 11:15 service. She'd be 
interested to know what you're planning to 
cook ("cassoulet" or "chicken mole," say), 
and what project you plan to support 
(perhaps "9:00 am choir" or "board retreat"). 
 
OUR WHOLE LIVES (OWL) for 30-
Somethings is UUA's lifespan sexuality 
education curriculum. Our "Settlers," 
members in the 30-39 age range, have been 
clamoring for this class which will meet 
Saturday, January 12, 1-3pm in Room 7, 
followed by the first three Saturdays of 
February, March and April.  
   Our experienced facilitators, Seth Kraut 
and Josette Bodonyi, will help participants 
create a safe, community-building atmo-
sphere. You'll be encouraged to explore your 
ideas and questions about anatomy and 
human development, and also your values, 
interpersonal skills, and the spiritual, 
emotional, and social aspects of sexuality. 
RSVP to seth@sethkraut.com or 
josettebodonyi@hotmail.com, and indicate 
if you need childcare.  
 

Buukstore “Bring One/Take One” 
Book Exchange 
Sunday January 27, 2008 
 

Look for the special Book Exchange Table 
in Fellowship Hall after each service 
�Bring books you no longer want (no 
magazines, damaged books or text books). 
�Take home the books you’d like to read. 
�You may take more books than you brought, 
or take books even if you did not bring any. 
�We’d like each book to find a home. 
�Books still on the table at the end will be 
donated. 
 
BOOKBITES   January 15, 2008, 7- 9pm in 
Slowter Lounge. Topic: Any book published 
in 2007; something new for the new year.    
Questions? Call Kathleen Boston 262-4025. 
 
MUSIC COMMITTEE  has been formed! 
It will help guide our new music program to 
reflect our dreams that were identified last 
year. We're working on developing a concert 
series, musical evenings at First Fridays, 
children’s programming, an intergenerational 
choir to name a few. If you have ideas, 
please contact Tony McDonald, at 
musicdirector@firstuucolumbus.com or any 
member of the committee: Susan Carr, 
SuAnn Farnlacher, Linda Halleran, Judy 
Kleen, Peg Meckling, and Linda McNabb. 
 
 
SUNDAY FORUM, January 13, 12:45pm. 
Harvey Wasserman, author of some dozen 
books, including The Harvey Wasserman 
History of the United States, will speak on 
the topic, What would a citizen movement 
look like which would force America 
out of Iraq? The war in Iraq was the number 
one issue of concern to a large number of 
First UU members who participated in the 
recent Social Justice Survey. As a result, this 
forum is being co-sponsored by the Social 
Justice Committee. 
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IMBOLC/BRIGID Turning of the (Earth) 
Wheel on Saturday, February 2, 7:00 – 
8:30 (promptly)   Please bring water for 
ceremony.  Registration REQUIRED,  
267-4946x28; just leave your name and 
number attending (10 years and up).  
 
UU’RE HOME  Do you dream of 
inexpensive vacation travel to interesting 
destinations where you can stay in the 
homes of friendly people who share your 
ideals and are happy to provide directions 
and advice for their area?  The UU bed and 
breakfast directory UU’re Home (formerly 
Homecomings) can fulfill your dream. For 
28 years, we’ve provided a network of hosts 
in the U.S. (and a few abroad) who enjoy 
meeting new friends and who are happy to 
open their home to like-minded people 
   You can also become a host. Contact us at 
info@uurehome.com, or at 828-281-3253, 
and we will gladly send you information 
about listing your accommodations. Host 
listings on the UU’re Home website at 
www.UUreHome.com are updated 
whenever changes are made or new hosts 
are added. The paper edition is published 
every year in April (and has some listings 
different from those on the website). For a 
copy of the 2008 directory and a year’s 
access to the website listings, please click on 
“become a member” to pay by credit card, 
or send a check for $25 and your e-mail 
address to UU’re Home, 43 Vermont Court, 
Asheville, NC 28806.  
 
YOGA CLASS begins Wednesday, 
January 23, 7:30 - 9:00pm. Classic Integral 
yoga introduction and explanation of poses, 
breathing practices and deep relaxation. 
Integral yoga, a synthesis of the various 
branches of yoga, is a scientific system for 
the harmonious development of the 
individual - physical, emotional, intellectual 
and spiritual.  Perfect for beginners and 
advancing yogis.  $10 donation for the 
winter season (1/23 - 4/9). Classes are 

progressive.  Bring yoga mat or towel and a 
small blanket. Wear comfortable, loose-
fitting clothing. Questions? Call Linda 
Weigelt, RYT, Certified Integral Yoga 
teacher - 397-7296. 
 
ALL SOLES CONTRA DANCE  - Friday, 
January 25 in Fellowship Hall.  Live 
oldtime music by Clearfork Valley String 
Band, calling and teaching by legendary 
Cleveland caller Carol Kopp. Beginner's 
session at 7:30pm, dancing from 8:00 to 
10:30.  Childcare offered in a separate room; 
children are welcome to dance if interested.  
No partner needed, we dance with everyone!  
This is great exercise, very friendly and 
welcoming, and we love to get to know new 
dancers.  Contra dance goes back hundreds 
of years in this country, and is a traditional 
American folk dance. Join us! Cost $7;  
$4 for under age 25.  
http://firstuucolumbus.org/AllSoles 
 
WOMEN’S SPIRITUALITY Wednesdays 
at 8:00pm. 
January 9 – What’s New? 
January 16 – Resolutions – I Resolve 
January 23 – Let’s Talk 
January 30 – Imbloc/Candlemas  
                     (Light My Fire) 
 
PARTNER CHURCH  We will not be 
voting on becoming a Partner Church until 
June. More information later. 
 
SPIRIT OF LIFE CLASS This AEP 
course, to be led by Dick Dawson, is being 
slightly rescheduled, in hopes of drawing a 
few more participants (minimum five 
members needed). The series will start 
Tuesday evening, February 12 and continue 
on February 19 and 26, March 11, 18 and 
25, and April 8, 15 and 22. Come try a 
different way to explore our spiritual lives as 
UUs. See the AEP brochure or Dick Dawson 
(459-0787).for details.   
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AN ENORMOUS THANKS  to those who 
contributed to the Christmas Eve receptions, 
including: YOU for sharing snacks; Cathy 
O’Neil for organizing the Early Service; 
Karen Thimmes for clean-up after Evensong; 
Roger and Susan Marcum for “adjustments” 
between receptions; and our Facilities Staff 
(Naoko, Cathy and Don) for continued 
assistance.  Your “gifts” helped make it a 
very special evening! – Paula Hook 
 
UN-DECORATING FIRST UU!  Thanks 
to the five “elfettes” who dismantled and 
stored the holidy decorations for next year.  
Three members of the Wednesday Evening 
Covenant Group (Olwen Firestone, Jeanne 
Sperling, Karen Townsend) were joined by 
Carole Wilhelm and Paula Hook in a one 
hour, important task. 
 
           SOCIAL JUSTICE 

 
   Three from First UU joined 50+ BREAD 
members from other congregations on 
December 11 to learn about BREAD's 
research process, to continue working on 
Education/Youth, Health Care, and Paycheck 
to Paycheck issues, and to begin working on 
its newest problem, Crime/Drugs. 
   Research Process:  In BREAD terms, a 
problem is a statement of something wrong 
or unjust.  An issue is a specific statement 
detailing what should happen to resolve or 
alleviate the problem. Direct action follows, 
i.e., a face-to-face meeting between a large 
number of people representing those with 
the problem and a decision-maker who can 
say “yes” or “no” to the issue.  A good 
BREAD issue must be popular, unifying, 
winnable (in a reasonable length of time), 
something that will build the organization, 
and controversial enough within the central 
Ohio community to attract attention. The 

research involves 1) understanding the 
problem, 2) checking "best practices" to 
determine whether they are evidence-based, 
replicable, published, controlled, valid, and 
have available raw data, and 3) doing a 
power analysis to determine who can 
provide what is needed to alleviate the 
problem, what their relationships are, and to 
identify possible allies. 
   Paycheck to Paycheck:  More than 30 
BREAD supporters attended the first 
hearing of Ohio House Bill 333 to cap the 
interest rate charged by payday lenders at 
36% and to provide financial education for 
borrowers.  There will be additional 
hearings in January.   If you haven't done so, 
please call 1-800-282-0253 to ask for your 
state representative's support of H.B. 333. If 
you don't know who your state represent-
ative is, call Alice (895-2109; 563-0536) or : 
house.state.oh.us/jsps/Representatives.isp  
   Support Drive:  Wow!  Thanks to recent 
investments from Deb and Tom Baillieul, 
Steven Fechtor and Amy Thompson, Debra 
Boyd and Mark Merchant, and Wesley 
Thompson, First UU members and friends 
have now invested $12,900 in BREAD's 
work to give a voice to those who have no 
voice!  To learn more about the BREAD 
Organization and/or to get involved, please 
call or e-mail Alice Rathburn, 895-2109 or 
563-0536; Alice37@insight.rr.com . 
�
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FOOD PANTRY The need is still great – 
and continues to grow. Opportunities to help 
are available in 2008. Don’t forget, this is 
the time for blankets and warm clothing, and 
hearty stews and soups. Anyone wishing to 
meet our friends in Mineral, OH, please 
contact me. It’s not far; the scenery is 
beautiful; and you can make a difference.  
-- Jacques Angelino, 888-8052  
�
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��������6� Sponsored by the ����	
���
�����
��������� , the meeting will be led by Barb 
Avery of the (���  Religious Coalition for 
Reproductive Choice and Jane Larson of the 
NARAL Education Foundation.  
 
                      CARING CORNER  
 
Charles Cameron Michael Conroy was born 
on December 11. Carol and Robert 
Hughes are the delighted grandparents 
(Carol’s first grandchild). The baby’s father 

is Carol’s son, Adam Conroy, a graduate of 
SYC and our Sunday School! 
 

Leigh Mamlin’s parents live and work in 
Eldoret, Kenya, a hot spot in the world today. 
Leigh and her family live with the very real 
reality that with Kenya’s political instability 
and the chaos in the streets and bloodshed, 
her parents’ lives are very much at risk. 
Leigh’s dad, in his “retirement,” is working 
as a physician for Indiana University. Until 
the recent uprising, he was directing one of 
the largest HIV-AIDS treatment programs in 
the world, based in Western Kenya. Twenty 
years ago, he conceived of the program as 
an exchange program between two medical 
schools, Moi University and Indiana 
University. It is still an exchange program, 
but the focus has changed - by necessity - to 
focus on HIV-AIDS patients and families. 
Leigh’s mother’s focus has been to care for 
the children at the hospital. She tends to the 
many needs of the kids in the hospital (some 
ill, some simply arriving at the hospital with 
ill parents), and has become a local resource 
on the care of AIDS orphans. They have 
sent home all the western staff and remain 
there to serve.  
   Our hearts and prayers are with Leigh’s 
parents, their hospital staff and local friends, 
and those they love here in this country. 
 
NEED HELP? A member of our Pastoral 
Team will be available near the Caring 
Table in Fellowship Hall at the end of each 
Sunday service with a name tag labeled 
Pastoral Team Member of the Week.   

                  
 

MID–YEAR CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
 

February 10, 2008 
 

12:45 p.m. 
Childcare available 

 
 

 



 8 

                  MARKINGS 

Things were rough at my folks’ house over the New Year. My frail mother fell twice while I was 
there, thrice since I’ve been back.  My father wistfully said, “When we are gone, you have to go 
to Casa del Fra.” “What’s that?” I said, totally bewildered. He said, “It’s the small group of three 
houses outside Fanano, the cluster of cottages where my father was born. I never got there. You 
have to go. I will leave you money to go. You go for me.” My mother added, “And go to Poreta. 
That is where my grandmother came from.” She had never mentioned that town before. I found 
out later it’s in Umbria, not Emilia, which I found even more strange, since we have always 
described ourselves as Emilian. 

My father’s easy temper is diminishing. But his decisive stubbornness is increasing, as is my 
mother’s. I worry about their safety. It’s an emotional time for me and my brother and sister. 

On a happier note, the cover for my first book, due out in May from Skinner House, our UU 
publishers, is now ready. If you put the following into your search engine, it will take you to the 
site to see the cover. http://www.uuabookstore.org/productdetails.cfm?SKU=4717 This must be 
at least a bit what the first ultrasound feels like to a new parent. The child is on its way! 

Despite the joy of my new book coming out, this may be a bumpy year for me because of parent 
issues. Thanks for your kind support for me as I go through this strange time, which so many of 
you have known before me. The good wishes, gifts and cards at the holidays prompt my 
gratitude too.  

Blessings. 

 
Rev. Mark Belletini 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rev. Mark Belletini, Senior Minister                 Michael Brennan, Church Administrator 
Rev. Wendy Fish, Associate Minister                 Marian Garcia, Administrative Assistant 
Rev. Carol Brody, Minister Emerita                  Joe Voltolini, Bookkeeper 
Caroline Balderston Parry, Interim Dir. of Religious Education   Deb McGuire, Staff Secretary 
Lori Jones, RE Assistant                        Don Hippensteel, Events Coordinator 
Stephanie Rottmayer, SYC Director                 Naoko Kobayashi, Facilities Assistant 
Tony McDonald, Music Director                   Cathy Hausmann, Custodial Assistant 
Doug O’Neal/Elizabeth Woodhouse, Choir Directors        Bob Graffagnino, Co-Webmaster 
Nathan Hamm, Pianist/Accompanist                 Kevin O’Neil, Co-Webmaster  
Chas Williams, Chair, Board of Trustees               Olwen Firestone, Newsletter Editor 
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LABYRINTH WALKS were wonderful, peaceful times again! This is the second year in a 
row that we have borrowed the big, eleven-circuit painted canvas labyrinth from Indianola 
Presbyterian Church at New Year’s, and it seems to have become customary, already! There 
were some 40 children and an uncounted number of parents and teachers who took part in the 
two Labyrinth Sunday School experiences on December 30; after and between the services 
others embarked on the sacred path. Then from December 31st afternoon, through January 4 at 
1pm, we have the names of 40 people who came – but a good number more surely didn’t see the 
sign-in sheet, for I can think of at least half a dozen more folks whom I saw walking . . . some in 
solitude, some when there was a relative “crowd” on the winding, unicursal (that means there are 
no maze-like dead ends, but only ONE) path. So we know this opportunity was widely used and 
appreciated. 
 
Walking the labyrinth began as an idea for a kinesthetic, body-centered experience for children 
during the All Ages Sunday School that falls after Christmas, which is generally a low 
attendance day. Once we located a labyrinth to rent, and learned we could have the use of it for a 
whole week, last year’s Sunday School Committee encouraged me to take our proposal to use 
Fellowship Hall on Sunday with the children on to the Adult Enrichment Program, to sponsor 
further labyrinth walks during the whole New Year week. AEP was happy to arrange several 
days of the labyrinth being “open” in the Worship Centre and available to walkers/ congregants 
on any schedule. Plus we arranged for live harp music to be played in the background of the 
candlelit path one night.  
 
This year, remembering how popular Steve Schack’s music had been, I invited him to come and 
play again. When he sadly said he was only free to come one evening, I asked a flute player, 
Anne Gilliland, whom I had met at the All Soles contra dance, to play for the walkers on New 
Year’s Day itself, and she brought another friend to play guitar with her (Jeff Gordon). I am so 
thankful for these folks who gladly shared their music, and also was grateful that the different 
tables and committees which usually fill Fellowship Hall were happy to “close down” for the 
pre-New Year’s Sunday, to give the labyrinth enough space and quiet. Program Council had a 
good role in that planning. In addition, several volunteers helped with set-up and take down and 
even did harp-transport duties, as well as collecting and delivering the labyrinth. Thanks to all!  
 
Now, however, I see a need for further volunteers, perhaps to constitute a “labyrinth advocacy 
group” next year when I will have moved on from my Interim DRE position here. The new DRE 
may not be so devoted to what seems to me to be an important New Year ritual. If you would 
like to have your name added to my files, please let me know. Meantime, I am making notes 
about everything that is involved. The two halves of the canvas are heavy, but not hard to 
assemble, and moving the chairs in the Worship Center is a big job, but enjoyable with several 
helpers. Candle holders have to be put out, and then freshened with new tea lights as they burn 
down –yet it’s a beautiful task! Making posters, notifying community event-publicity people, and 
arranging a display of books and a DVD about labyrinths (mostly from the public library), plus 



 10 

printing up various handouts, all are optional “extras,” but they enrich the experience. Several 
attendees asked what the recorded music was which we played whenever there wasn’t live music: 
it’s a personal CD of mine called “Pilgrimage to Santiago,” with the Monteverdi Choir, 
conducted by John Eliot Gardiner. Appropriately, the choir undertook a pilgrimage in song in 
2004, their 40th anniversary year, and performed in many of the churches along the oldest and 
most famous of the medieval pilgrimage routes, el camino de Santiago. 
 
Maybe you’ll have new ideas, such as Michael Greenman’s, for next year’s labyrinth. Michael 
brought an assortment of filmy scarves to give walkers who wanted some privacy as they wound 
their way around – they could see where they were moving, but didn’t have to make eye contact 
with other walkers. Maybe you’ll bring your family for the candlelit experience, especially if you 
can’t attend on the All Ages Sunday. I saw at least three families, mid-week, this year. One 
young walker wrote “We enjoyed it and I loved the scarves.” Another commented, “I found it 
very calming.” And at least two people noted, “What a wonderful way to start the New Year!” 
“Yes, indeed!” is my thought –and on New Year’s Day itself I loved Anne quietly singing, “To 
everything, turn, turn, turn; there is a season, turn, turn, turn . . .” as I turned and turned, walking 
the labyrinth. 
 
Soul Collage for 2008 is continuing to meet regularly, on the 2nd and 4th Thursday evenings. If 
you would like to investigate or expand your visual ways of being, please consider joining this 
little group. I love the fact that, in making collages, no drawing or painting skills are needed to 
create something that is truly “art”! We begin at 7pm, with some chat and/or tea, plus getting 
materials out, or showing new “finds” of old art catalogues or useful books. By 7:30 we have a 
formal start, led by myself or another member, lighting a chalice and sharing a relevant reading 
and perhaps some commentary. Then we work in silence to meditative music, for 1.5 hours, so 
we can really focus on how the process is speaking to us, finding images that especially appeal, 
and seeing how each one relates to others. We take much inspiration from the book Soul Collage, 
by Seena Frost, who says, “Collage is a metaphor that means the discovering and gathering and 
reweaving of energy-bits already out there in the universe.” She also believes the personal 
collage process she teaches is a way “to explore your inner self and nourish your precious soul.” 
I don’t always follow her guidelines, or agree with all her categories of images, but I do indeed 
find the collage time is very nourishing –and I hate to stop! However, after lots of collage 
explorations, at 9 pm participants share what they have created if they want; then we clean up 
together. No experience necessary –newcomers welcome. 
 
The new Adult Enrichment Programs (AEP) course brochure (on yellow paper or online) not 
only includes our new registration form to help us manage attendance better, but it also lists a 
number of courses or events which need help to come into being. The AEP committee is not 
large, and many people supplement our work by leading classes or groups, making posters, etc. 
Please look over the brochure and let us know what calls to you –is there a course you are 
delighted to sign up for, or another you really would like to support? Are you concerned to help 
this congregation explore further “GLBT” issues, or to celebrate International Women’s Day? 
Get in touch via the RE Office! Note there are plenty of new-year-new-course-start-up dates –
we’ll be reminding you in the insert for the Order of Service. 
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Join our Coming of Age Class 
 

at 
 

THE 23rd ANNUAL MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.  
BREAKFAST CELEBRATION  

 
Prepare to be inspired by an original civil rights activist who was “there.” 

This is a really big deal in Columbus and around the country for anyone interested in the civil 
rights movement. Attendance at the 23rd Annual Martin Luther King Breakfast, to be hosted at 
the Columbus Convention Center on January 21, 2008, will exceed 4,000, making it one of the 
largest, if not the largest, memorial breakfast celebration in the nation, commemorating the life 
of Martin Luther King, Jr. on Martin Luther King Day. It is, indeed, a big deal in Columbus, and 
around the country. 

There is something special for our church about this year's celebration. The Social Justice 
Committee, the Communications Committee and Religious Education have joined together to 
offer each member of our Coming of Age class an opportunity to attend the Breakfast, free of 
charge. We also purchased a half page in the printed program in support of this event. 

The keynote speaker at the Breakfast will be the Reverend Dr. James Morris Lawson, Jr.,      
who was called by Martin Luther King, "the leading non-violence theorist in the world.” The 
Rev. Dr. James Morris Lawson was present at the beginning of the civil rights movement along 
with Martin Luther King and other well known figures such as John Lewis and Jesse Jackson. 
Now 78 years old, the Rev. Dr. Lawson’s youthful activism resulted in his being thrown out of 
Vanderbilt University.  Vanderbilt has since apologized and has welcomed Dr. Lawson back to 
Vanderbilt as a member of the faculty. 

This event promises to be inspiring, motivating, educational and not to be missed. The doors of 
Battelle Hall at the Columbus Convention Center at 400 North High Street will open at 7am on 
Monday, January 21, 2008. The program will begin at 7:30am.  

We will be seated at assigned tables. To order your tickets ($25 each) NOW  contact Bill 
Fullarton at bill.fullarton@sbcglobal.net or 668-4970  (Tickets are reported to be going fast.) 
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Summary of January 2, 2008 Minutes 

With the lighting of the chalice, Bob Gordon read an intro to the play “The Time of Your Life.” 

Kevin O’Neil reported on the progress of the DRE Search Committee. He stated that the 
information packet to be sent to potential candidates is nearly ready. The committee meets 
weekly and is proceeding on schedule. 

The Board Retreat is scheduled for January 18-19. There will be an introduction to non-violent 
communication by Tracy Wimberly of Compassionate Communication-Central Ohio 

We viewed part of a video titled “Roller Coaster of Change” featuring Gil Rendle of the Alban 
Institute. 

Bob Gordon proposed a plan for our church to move forward toward becoming an anti-racist, 
anti-oppressive multicultural congregation. He presented three options as vehicles for change: an 
adult enrichment course, a conference on intentional welcoming, and a change consultancy. 

Debra Boyd reported that the Holiday Appeal is nearing $23,000. This is down from the 
anticipated $35,000. She stated that giving is down and continues to be a challenge. All are 
encouraged to mail in pledges. 

Board Chair Chas Williams reviewed the list of agenda items for the mid-year meeting with the 
board. The meeting is scheduled for February 10. Kate Power stressed the importance of 
attendance at this meeting. 

The Large Church Conference is scheduled for March 13-16 in Louisville, Kentucky. 

Judy Houston,  Board Secretary 


