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WORSHIP SERVICES

December 16, 2007, 9:00 A.M. & 11:00 A.M. Rev. Mark Belletini

“Radical ldeas”
11:00 A.M. Choir

December 23. 2007, 9:00 A.M. & 11:00 A.M.

Feast of llluminations
Rev. Mark Belletini, Rev. Wendy Fish, and InteriREDCaroline Balderston Parry
11:00 A.M. Choir

December 30, 2007, 9:00 A.M. & 11:00 A.M. Ty McDonald

A Kwanzaa Celebration(regular two services)

December 24 - Christmas Eve Services
5:00 P.M. Family Service - Caroline Balderston &ry
10:00 P.M. Candlelight Evensong — Rev. Mark Bell@ti

Getting to Know UU meets Sunday mornings at 10:15 A.M. and 12:15 i8lowter Lounge.




Worship Services - Sunday, 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.

Wednesday, December 12, 2007
1:00p Archives Organizing

7:00p Memoir Writing; Exec. Committee
7:00p The Artist's Way

7:30p Men'’s Spirituality; Yoga;

7:30p FOCUUS (offsite, 447-8407)
8:00p Women'’s Spirituality
Thursday, December 13, 2007

9:30a Improvisational Dance

6:00p “Powers of the Universe” video
6:30p Personnel Committee

7:00p Soul Collage

7:30p 11 am Choir

Friday, December 14, 2007

7:30p Settlers (30-Somethings)
Saturday, December 15, 2007

8:30a Zen Meditation

1:00p McCane Memorial Service
Sunday, December 16, 2007

1:00p Nominating Committee

1:00p Covenant Group Steering
2:00p Packard Memorial Service
2:00p CIRCA (Corporate Personhood)
4:00p Parents of Graduates

7:00p Intro to Meditation

Monday, December 17, 2007

11:00a Gentle Yoga

7:00p UU Social Dance; BREAD Team
7:00p Sunday School Committee
7:00p Building Committee

Tuesday, December 18, 2007

10:00a Archives Organizing

1:.00p Cancer Support Groups

5:00p Memoirs V

7:00p Develop. Com.; Book Bites
7:30p Men'’s Spirituality; Zen Meditation
7:30p Finance Committee

7:45p Spirit of Life (9 am) Choir
Wednesday, December 19, 2007
1:00p Archives Organizing

7:00p UU Humanists

7:30p Men'’s Spirituality

7:30p FOCUUS (offsite, 447-8407)
8:00p Women’s Spirituality

Thursday, December 20, 2007

9:30a Improvisational Dance

6:00p “Powers of the Universe” video
7:30p 11:00am Choir; Writing for Life
Friday, December 21, 2007

12:00p Cooking for Faith Mission

6:00p All Soles Contra Dance & Potluck
Saturday, December 22, 2007

8:30a Zen Meditation

9:00a UU Food Co-op

6:00p Winter Solstice Celebration
Sunday, December 23, 2007

12:30p YASC (Youth Adult Steering Com.)
1:00p UU Artists

6:00p Bridge Club

Monday, December 24, 2007

11:00a Gentle Yoga for Cancer Survivors
5:00p Christmas Eve Family Service
10:00p Christmas Evensong

Tuesday, December 25, 2007

Merry Christmas — Office Closed
Wednesday December 26, 2007

9:00a Newsletter foldinghpte change
1:00p Archives Organizing

7:00p Memoir Writing

7:30p Men'’s Spirituality; Yoga;

7:30p FOCUUS (offsite, 447-8407)
8:00p Women’s Spirituality

Next issue: December 23007
Deadlines:
1:00pm - hard copy in church office
6:00pm - e-mails, olwfire@yahoo.com

UUSC Holiday Cards Are Sold Out!
Thanks to everyone who purchased them.

DINNER PLANNED The church wants to
offer a “welcome home” to college students,
so this year we've planned a dinner on
December 29 at 6:30 p.m. for them and their
parents. It's an opportunity to reconnect
with friends and enjoy an evening of
storytelling and fellowship at church. RSVP
by December 19 to Rev. Wendy Fish, 267-
4946, ext. 23.



WENDY'S PERSPECTIVE

Periodically in our newsletters we have
been highlighting one of our lesser known
and often under recognized ministries. |
want to take this opportunity to honor our
memorial service hospitality and publicly
thank the volunteers who offer this gift to
our church. During this busy season of the
year, our dedicated volunteers are serving a
hosts for three memorial services in an
eight-day period.

What do they do? Among the calls your
ministers make soon after we know of the
death of a member of our congregation (or 3
relative of a member of our congregation) is
a call to one of the Caring Committee’s
Memorial Services Co-Chairs, Jo-E. Miller
or Carole Wilhelm. They offer the gift of a
reception to church members and their
families following a memorial service that is
held here at church. They invite church
members who are close to the family to be
involved in greeting, staffing a guest book,
and ushering. Our Memorial Services
volunteers set up, serve and clean up after
the reception.

Mark Belletini and | feel that inviting
those who have attended a service to linger
after a memorial service, rather than leave
directly, is an important ministry indeed.

It's a comfort to those especially bereaved tq
be surrounded by caring women and men
who offer support. Often, there are
memories and remembrances to share. The
Memorial Services volunteers provide a

memory table where pictures and mementos

can be seen, a touching way to know even
more fully the person in whose honor we
have gathered.

Our many regular Memorial Services
volunteers put together top-notch receptiong
complete with the church’s fine silver
service. They take pride in assisting
families when a loved one dies. This caring
response at a difficult time is one of the
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many ministries of the Caring Committee.

You would have no way of knowing about
this important ministry unless you had
attended a memorial service.

How did this all begin? In the late 1980s
Olwen Firestone suggested that a Caring
Committee member greet people at the door
with a smile and a welcome. More extensive
hospitality was initiated when Jo-E.’s
mother died in December 1991. Following
that service, there was an all-chocolate
reception! Now we have a much more
expanded and well-established ministry,
faithful to each individual family’s needs.

I’'m grateful to all our volunteers who
serve our church in this way, and | have
such pride to serve here as one of your
ministers when | witness the kind of caring
and hospitality that’'s exhibited by Memorial
Services volunteers.

Warm holiday wishes to all!

(el

Go gently,

Rev. Wendy Fish
CHURCH NEWS

BOARD ACTION Summary of Nov. 28
meeting: « A motion was carried to place
Barb Pratzner on the Nominating Committee
to replace Myra Hine who resigned from
that committee.» A motion was made to
place Tim Hooks as chair of the financing
committee. Allen Ray will maintain a
consulting relationship with the committee.

« Staff highlights were presented by Michael
Brennan: a special “thank-you” goes to Tom
Baillieul for working with the lighting in
Fellowship Hall; Wendy continues her work
with families of small children and high
school students; Mark taught a course on
UU history at Capital University; Caroline,
Mark and Wendy are planning the holiday
services. ¢ Bill Fullarton and Karin Grant
reported that the top three concerns revealed
by the Social Justice Survey were the war in
Iraqg, health care, and climate change.

» The Holiday Appeal is underway.

— Judy Houston, Board Secretary



VOICES OF A LIBERAL FAITH  This
10-minute DVD, recently released by the
Unitarian Universalist Association, extends
an invitation to explore Unitarian
Universalism through the words of UUs —
children and adults. As a gesture of
welcoming and hospitality, we loan free
copies to all participants in the Path to
Membership classes, and distribute copies t
visitors and newcomers on Sunday morning
with this request: “Please return the DVD
upon your next visit to our church.” After
learning more about our faith, newcomers
may discover that they have been Unitarian
Universalists all along.

Through a generous donation, we have
multiple copies available for loan or
purchase ($1) at the Greeters Stand in the
Gallery. The loan agreement is to borrow,
view, discuss and return it. Either way, find
time to view it.

--Steve Kraynak, Membership Committee

AUCTION 2008 Peace, Love and
Fundraising on February 16, 2008. We will
take your donations for the auction on
Sunday, December 16...and every Sunday
in January. Or you can make your donatipn
online on the church website (click on
Auction). Those wishing to work on the
Auction are asked to attend a meeting on
December 16 after the 11:00am service.
—Jo Anne St. Clair, 268-1923

SPECIAL INVITATION to Parents of
Recent High School Graduates Many of
your young people have been away at
college for several months. Share your
experiences with this life change. Debrief
from Thanksgiving, share successes and
challenges, help us to plan a dinner at
church for you and yours while they are
home on vacation. Join &cember 16,
4:00 to 6:00pmin Room 7.
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BOOKBITES: December 18 in Slowter
Lounge, 7:00 to 9:00 pmAnnual Book
Exchange (select and gift wrap a book from
your own shelves that you can spare) and
bring a seasonal reading to share.
Questions: Call Kathleen Boston, 262-4025.

ALL SOLES Holiday Potluck and Contra
Dance,Friday, Dec. 21 in Fellowship Hall.
All are welcome! Potluck at 6:30 pm, intro
to contra dance at 7:30, dancing from 8:00
to 10:30. Caller Dave Sebolt will prompt all
dances, with live music by Tri-County
Revelers. No charge for the potluck; the
evening dance is $7 for over age 25; $4 for
youth; free for under 12. Childcare
available. Beginners welcome, no partner
needed. firstuucolumbus.org/AllSoles

DRE Search Committeehas finalized an
informational flyer, updated the position
description, and posted ads in varied, and,
we hopewide-reaching locations. Thanks
to your contributions and suggestions, we
are nearingompletion of the Information
Packet we'll send to potential candidates.
We'll focus next on developing interview
guestions that reflecting the conversations
and meetings with the Board, Sunday
School Committee, RE Council, Personnel
Committee, and individual members.
Please continue to contact anyonehun
committee with your ideas or concerns,
especially Chair Kevin O'Neil at 614-267-
4975, or dre-search@firstuucolumbus.org.
Members of the committee are: Kevin
O’Neil, Sharon Stout-Shaffer, Kati McGuire,
Barbie Luna, Charlie Haldeman, Betsy
Duckworth, Rev. Wendy Fish (ex officio).

FIRST UU COOKBOOK is for sale at the
BUUKstore and at a special table throughout
the holiday season. It can also be ordered
and delivered, locally, via the church office
and by calling Linda Royalty at 888-8075.



NEW COURSE FOR WOMEN
Jo Dickinson and Judy Fettman will meet on
Wednesday, December 12, 7:00 pnth
women who are interested in a Winter '08
AEP course featuring creative experiences
adapted from Julia Cameron’s booK$1¢
Artist's Wayand others) Contact Jo at 888-
7677 or Judy at 769-2729.

UU HUMANISTS Wednesday,
December 19, 7:00pmDeborah Jones
Merritt, OSU Moritz College of Law, and
her son, Daniel, will present the topic,
Believers, Non-Believers and Bigots.

30-SOMETHINGS Game NightFriday
December 14, 7:30-9:30pm, Room 7.
Whether your forte is Scrabble or Twister,
you bring the game and we'll all have a gooq
time. Also bring a snack or drink to share.
And you can hear about our plans for the
"Our Whole Lives" sexuality curriculum for
this age group, which will start with the new
year. If you need childcare, contact Marian
ASAP at 614-267-4946 x21

Our gathering on November 30 was an
enjoyable success. We started getting to
know one another, laughing as we played
Two Truths and a Lie. Then, after hearing
from Rev. Wendy about the upcoming OWL
program, we said we can't wait, it's going to
be great! Stay tuned.... Janice Hall-Fuller.

ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS

December 16 is the last chance to get your
book of 50% off coupons. Part of the cost
goes to support the Coming of Age group.
-- Karin Erickson, 833-6479

UU SOCIAL DANCE will be meeting

every Monday in December from 7 - 10pm,
except December 24 On December 31,
New Year’'s Eve, we will be holding a
dance/potluck from 7pm to 1:00am. Bring
your favorite dish for an evening of partying
and celebrating.

WINTER SOLSTICE Turning of the
Wheel (Earth)Saturday, December 22,
7-8:15pm. Pamper yourself with a calm,
relaxing, spiritual evening of singing,
chanting, drumming, dancing or just sitting!
Drums, shakers, rainsticks, a gong and mpre
provided —or bring your own music maker

COVENANT GROUPS

COMMUNITY

CONNECTION

COVENANT GROUP Registration runs
through January 6 for those interested in
joining a Covenant Grouscheduled to meet
through June. Register in Fellowship Hall
after each service on December 16 and
January 6 or register through our website,
firstuucolumbus.org/covenantgroups/.
through January.

Covenant Groups are small, caring
communities of up to ten people who
commit to meeting regularly to explore th
spiritual journeys, feel more strongly
connected to this church and its congre-
gation, and, as a group, participate in
meaningful service to our community.

-- Kathy Ritchie, 614 771-1195

-- Jeannie Sperling at 614 431-7235.

SOCIAL JUSTICE

INTERFAITH MEMORIAL SERVICE
Thursday December 20, 2007, 5:30pm.
Help celebrate the lives of homeless and
formerly homeless people who died in the
past year. The service will be at Trinity
Episcopal Church (125 E. Broad St.).
Tarunjit S. Butalia (Sikh), Rabbi Sharon
Mars (Jewish), Asma Mobin-Uddin (Islam),
Bishop C. Joseph Sprague, (Christian) will
represent the various faith traditions The
host pastor will be Rev. Richard A. Burnett,
Rector at Trinity Church



YWCA FAMILY CENTER Kudos to the
volunteers who helped with the November
meal at the center. Tom Wheeler and

Ray Walker did an awesome job doing the
prep work and cooking the meat. Dawn
Malone did the grocery shopping and
Wendy’sagain donated lettuce, tomatoes,
cheese, and ground meat.

Because of the low census due to the
holiday weekend, there was only one meal
service that night. The Marcum family, h
Cheryl Roberto, and Dave, Ben and Allison
Magee did a wonderful job serving the
families who remained. Clean up duties
were performed by Candyce Walchesky.

Thanks also to a number of people who
volunteered, but who ended up not being
needed due to the last minute change in
serving plans: Saun Rose, Geneva Sanford
and children, Cath and Willow Saveson,
Angela Terez and family, and Jan Voelker.
Their understanding, patience and flexibility
was much appreciated.

If you would like to volunteer, or assist
with coordinating a meal or two, contact
Karen Lewis at klewisb@yahoo.com or 614+
652-1496; Sean McCutcheon,
nyyman29@yahoo.com; or Gabe Schaefer,
schaeferg@wowway.com

WANTED Volunteer Coordinator for the
monthly meal at the YWCA Family Center.
For personal reasons, the December meal at
the center will be the last one that | will be
coordinating. It has been an extremely fun
and fulfilling two years and | am so grateful
for the support of volunteers from First UU
in making it a success. If interested, please
contact Karen Lewis, 614/598-5822 or
klewisb@yahoo.com. Many thanks.

FOOD PANTRY It's time to prepare for

Christmas: hams ($10 buys one, $20 for two)

Please make you checks to Feed My Sheep,
Food Pantry.) And please bring in cranberry
sauce, peanut butter, dried pinto beans, rice),

canned fruits and vegetables, chunky soups
and stews. Blankets, winter hats, gloves,
scarves coats, sweaters, are needed too.
Please bring your donations and

aluminum cans to the Social Justice Table

HEIFER INTERNATIONAL Alternative
gift giving helps people in the USA and 130
other countries move out of poverty. Make
your purchase of llamas, chicken, oxen etc.
through Jacques Angelino at the Social
Justice Table. Gift cards are available.

Thanks to the 40 First UUs who attended
BREAD's Annual Assembly to be among
the 500 who overwhelmingly selected
Crime and Drugs as the next community
problem for BREAD to address.

Dr. Gene Harris, Superintendent,
Columbus Public Schools, County
Prosecutor Ron O'Brien, Eric Fenner,
Franklin County Children Services, John
Bickley, City Attorney, and
representatives from BREAD, the
Columbus Division of Police, Franklin
County Court of Common Pleas, and
several other entities signed a
Memorandum of Understanding to
officially kick-off the SOS (Save our
Students) Anti-Truancy program.
BREAD will continue its work on that
program as well as on Health Care,
Paycheck to Paycheck (Poverty),
Affordable Housing, and Early
Childhood Education. Progress is being
made in all areas.

- An updated version of BREAD's
Constitution and Bylaws was approved
and an election held for 2008: Rabbi
Howard Apothaker, Co-President, Rev.
Dr. Susan K. Smith, Co-President, Rev.
Robert Arbogast, Vice President,



Richard Macer, Treasurer, Leroy Hushak
Recording Secretary, Jep Hostetler,
Corresponding Secretary, and six at-
large members of the Executive
Committee (including Alice Rathburn
from our church).

If you would like to learn more about the
BREAD Organization and/or get involved,
please attend one of our Team Meetings on
the third Monday of each month. The next
meeting will be at 7:00 p.m., Monday,
December 17. Call or e-mail Alice
Rathburn, 895-2109 or 563-0536,
Alice37@insight.rr.com

REPRODUCTIVE JUSTICE: “What
would a UU do?” Injustice infiltrates the
reproductive health system in Ohio. Doctors
and pharmacists can refuse to prescribe anc
distribute contraceptives. Poor and rural
women are prevented access to family
planning and abortions. No one under 18
can buy Plan B Emergency Contraceptive
and hospital emergency rooms routinely
deny it to rape victims. Congress provides
millions to fund ineffective “abstinence-
only-until-marriage” sex education, but none
for truly effective comprehensive sex
education. What is worse, the voices of
religious anti-choice extremists promoting
these inequities have muffled those of
religious pro-choice advocates

Please join uslonday, January 7,
7:00pmto learn what UUs have done to
remedy reproductive injustice in the past,
what the situation is in Ohio today, and to
discuss what actions we can take now.
Sponsored by the Social Justice Committee
the meeting will be led by Barb Avery of the
Ohio Religious Coalition for Reproductive
Choice and Jane Larson of the NARAL
Education Foundation, organizations
supported by First UU’s Social Justice
Committee.January 7, 7-8:30 p.m. at
First UU Church in Room 8 South

CARING CORNER

Congratulations t8ob and Carole

Wilhelm, who celebrated their 40th
wedding anniversary on December 10;
Dave and Marylou MacDonaldwho
welcomed their first grandchild; ad@n
Waters on the birth of her sixth grandchild
(a girl). Also congratulations tBrandon

Cox voted by coaches and teammates as
MVP of Centennial High School soccer
team two years in a row; and Robert
Nekervis, son ofKaren Nekervis. He
graduated from Capital Law School this past
spring and is now employed as Staff Attorney
in the Municipal Unit of the Franklin County
Public Defender's Office. In addition, Robert
and his wife Amber, celebrated the birth of
their second son, in June.

Evonne McNabbwill have back surgery on
December 12Judy Field will have knee
surgery on December 1Bpnna Jarrell's
son, Peter has had a relapse and is at
Riverside HospitalJeanni Rayhad knee
lazer surgery; antee Stratton, husband of
Adele Stratton, the office manager of SYC,
broke his leg. All are in our thoughts.

Our condolences tBob and Sarah
Graffagnino, on the death of Sarah’s
mother; to the family oBetty McCane and

to her special friendRobert Eves. Betty

died suddenly November 25. Her memorial
service will be held at First UU on Saturday,
December 15 at 1:00pm. The service for
former memberMyrna Packard, who died
November 18, will be held at First UU on
Sunday, December 16 at 2pm.



MARKINGS

| haven’t sent out holiday cards in over fifteeragge | used to. Used to make 'em myself.
Or with my partner in life who was a whiz at graptesign. But finally, | realized | just
couldn’t do it. There were too many other thingsldo during the month, rounds of holiday
parties and Christmas shindigs and Hanukkah lakst$, and | found | no longer had the
energy to send out the small signature of my bfgdod friends with whom | speak on the
phone for hours anyway.

| haven’t put up a tree in a decade either, evengh | love the little sparkling lights.

| calculated that during the season, because talshindigs and latke feasts, the shopping
and the preparation at work, | end up actually ioglat the tree and enjoying it for about an
hour and 12 minutes. So the trees on the straedtmahe living rooms of my friends will have
to do. And they do. They're lovely. For yearswohe central portion of Christmas for me
comes just after the candlelighting on Christmas, ivst after the final carol, and after the final
glass of punch. | drive home alone. No one isherhighway. They are all asleep, or at some
longer service that lasts far past midnight. @ythre at home finishing up a Christmas Eve
dinner with conversation over brandy and decafs djuiet. No cars. No pedestrians. A star or
two at most. Very quiet. Very still. The darkitlylittering icon depicting the peace | have been
singing about all evening. The silent night lagteut an hour, and then I’'m to bed for the next
day'’s activities. But that little alone time, ktdmall, is the whole season for me. Everything
else is just commentary on those moments.

This year, my son Tony will be in town. It will kike first time in some thirty years | have not
been alone on early Christmas morning. It willpeinteresting adjustment. But one | am glad
to make.

| will be going up to Michigan later this year, gitag over New Year's instead of leaving on
Christmas Day, as usual.

Noel, Noel

Rev. Mark Belletini
Rev. Mark Belletini, Senior Minister Michael Brennan, Church Administrator
Rev. Wendy Fish, Associate Minister Marian Garcia, Administrative Assistant
Rev. Carol Brody, Minister Emerita Joe Voltolini, Bookkeeper
Caroline Balderston Parry, Interim Dir. of ReligooBducation = Deb McGuire, Staff Secretary
Lori Jones, RE Assistant Dtippensteel, Events Coordinator
Stephanie Rottmayer, SYC Director aokb Kobayashi, Facilities Assistant
Tony McDonald, Music Director @GwatHausmann, Custodial Assistant
Doug O’Neal/Elizabeth Woodhouse, Choir Directors Bob Graffagnino, Co-Webmaster
Nathan Hamm, Pianist/Accompanist vike®'Neil, Co-Webmaster
Chas Williams, Chair, Board of Trustees Olwen Firestone, Newsletter Editor




December 9was the last day for regular Sunday School classastil January 6.
Neighboring Faiths class have re-scheduled th@iosque visit for next Friday, 12/14(success
at last!), and will attend the Dublin Mosque fonsat prayers.

Our All Ages Sunday School program at both servicesn December 16 will focus on the
theme of St. Lucia Day, the old winter solstice/Ve'll also be learning some songs and
movements to share at the 5 pm Christmas Eve ®eawvid during the service on Sunday the
23rd. There will be no separate Pre-School progkamthe Toddler Room will be an option.

At both of thelntergenerational Feast of Illumination services orbecember 23 Sunday
School Committee hopes that all families who wdild to worship together can do so. To that
end, there will be some quiet resource materiaddave during the child-friendly services.
There will also be two paid sitters in the Toddleom. Families who would like to use that
option must reserve space in advance through th@fRée (limit of 10 children).

NOTE: There will be no All Ages classes on December 23.

Christmas Eve Families are invited to odamily service led by Interim Director of Religious
Education, Caroline Balderston Parry. Carols amdliealighting,from 5-6pm, followed by a
reception with light refreshments (please bffinger food only to share).

Our All Ages Sunday School orbecember 30will once again consist oflaabyrinth walk

and related activities after the story time at both services. There bglino separate Pre-School
program, but the Toddler Room will also be an aptidhe Labyrinth will be available for
adults later, as well.

Please support thditten Tree Social Justiceproject organized by the 11am Pre-School Class
teachers and parents. Our special Mitten TreetisarGallery and the preschoolers sang

"If You're Happy and You Know It, Clap Your Mittehat the 11:00am service on Sunday,
December 9. They will take all mittens, scarvedshand other warm items brought in for the
mitten tree to the Clintonville Community Resouf@entre, both before and after Christmas.

Several people have asked where“@lternative Advent Calendar” came from —in this

church, it began when Rev. Wendy Fish 's daughassged an out-of-date version on to her
mother, who handed it to the R.E. Office. Aftem&oweb-sleuthing, we found it as part of
www.buynothingchristmas.org. What“Buy Nothing Christmas”? It's an initiative started by
Canadian Mennonites who offer a prophetic “no’the patterns of over consumption of middle-
class North Americans. They invite everyone to pimovement to de-commercialize Christmas
and re-design a lifestyle that is richer in meansialler in impact upon the earth, and greater in
giving to people less-privileged. Sounds pretty)*U You can get copies of a blank calendar
and ideas for how to put money representing yowlthveof “things” into yourGuest At Your
Table boxin the Sunday School Information Ar@@oxes are still availablg@. The boxes will be
put under the tree during the serviceetember 23at theChristmas Eve servicesr on
December 30January 6 when regular Sunday School resumes, idasieday for collecting

those contributions to be sent to the Unitarianvdrsalist Service Committee, or UUSC.



The Sr Hi covenant groupwill meet December 16 and then take a break datibiary 6.

They’ll reconvene at Panera’s with new materiagpared by Sandy Aska and her team of youth
writers. They have decided they will keep a symtetpty chair for strangers, and will
welcome additional hi school students who may vigtchurch from time to time.

In early December thi€indergarten classfocused on Growth and Change. The children talked
about how they have grown, what they did as babes, many days they have been on the earth,
and other interesting things which came up. Thensittered how trees and animals grow and
change, and then tried to compare humans to anandl$rees. Sounds like th&eb of Life”
curriculum not only helps them understand ti&Ptinciple of UUsRespect for the
interdependent web of all existenbet also the 9, free and responsible search for truth and
meaningand even part of thé®3about theencouragement to spiritual growth.

The Second Grade Sunday School classsing theA Stepping Stone Yeawurriculum, recently
considered the things that make us who we are.chiih@dren interviewed each other to find out
about each other-- things like their favorite deissehool subject, and pet. They discussed how
we are all different in some ways, yet the sametler ways. Again, this is important UU
“work” -- exploring yet respecting things that make different, like hair, eye or skin color, how
some are boys while others are girls, and how keedifferent school subjects, even noting that
some children are adopted and some are not. Bhadtabout what we share--that we come
together to learn, that our church home is Firgtadian Universalist Church of Columbus. After
so much abouAcceptance of one anoth@®rinciple #3) and thamherent worth and dignity of
every persorf#l), the class had some fun underlining thosecpies with a game callethe

Big Wind Blowswhere they had to change seats if they sharedic@haracteristics.

Our experiment with a ne®@r 1 Our Whole Lives, or OWL, class finished with a family
celebration, and everyone has grown through iacher Lou Bernard wrote to the parents, “It
was a wonderful learning experience for me. Yodslare great!” The Gr 1 class has open
registration now; th&®ainbow Childrerdiversity curriculum starts in January. R E. Calisc
encouraging those involved in the OWL ministry itadfways to offer the Gr 1 class for children
attending both services next year. Meantime, Dalli@ul is happy to announce that four
people are being sent for Elementary OWL trainiadyein the new year, and two experienced
teachers are going to lead soxmung Adult OWL classes on Saturdays, starting in January.

WANT A GREAT SEASONAL PRESENT FOR A TEEN IN YOUR LI FE? The OWL
ministry team is selling copies @hanging Bodies, Changing Lives, the book everyaiger
should have400 pages, $24, revised and updated, expar@iediBon!). Proceeds support
further training and curriculum books for First (8®ur Whole Lives programs.

Our9 am Multi Age Sunday School programs growing steadily, but we are sad to lose some
wonderful teachers —Jennifer Buehrer is movin§eattle where Greg has a new job. We thank
her especially for her second year of perseveriitlg small classes. Sunday School Committee
has decided we won't be split into three groups thdre's MORE enroliment. However, if that
happens in early 2008, we’ll need to find more hesis — be prepared to volunteer! Currently
the Younger and Older groups each have eight eatoll

At this time of year, my family and | love to sihg old English Wassail songs, of which there
are a great variety. The word “Wassail” is transéat from the Anglo Saxon Be Whole!,and
that is my wish for each of you as the year wirmisrd
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And more news...

HOLIDAY APPEAL y

To those who have already given to the Holiday Appehank you very much! Your
generous gifts have amounted to roughly $15,00@rsoThat’s not quite half of the way tq
our goal of $36,000 to keep our church financialalthy and thriving. We need everyond'’s
contributions to keep the lights on, the staff paiad First UU humming along. If you hayv
been meaning to give, but just haven't gotten (@it please make your contribution or
pledge now. *Write a check and put “Holiday Appeali the memo line, drop it in the
basket on Sunday or mail it in.

*Put cash in the special Holiday Appeal envelspat to you in the mail or available in
Fellowship Hall and drop it in the basket. *You caren_increase your pledge onlimein
Fellowship Hall and take till June of 2008 to makeir payment!

Your generous gift of $100, or more or less, asgau afford, will help us meet our goal.
Our contributions, of whatever size, build and suppur community. Together, we can
ensure that our shared bounty will continue toimesand transform us.

-- Gretchen Faulstich, Stewardship Committee

D

REPORT FROM Dick Dawson, Commissioned Lay Leader Cadidate

| am completing the first year of my work as a ddate for the position of Commission Lay
Leader, a program of the Ohio Meaduville Districtloé¢ UUA. This work combines a program
of reading and reflection with pastoral and orgatanal work in our Church. Wendy Fish is
my supervisor and mentor.

Reflecting my interests and the needs of the chumghwork concentrates on helping Mark and
Wendy withpastoral careand a growing focus on programming and servicesuowolder
seniors Wendy and | meet each Wednesday afternoon tewegyastoral care needs. | am also
undertaking hospital and home visits. This worlinsextension of my six years of service on
our Pastoral Team. | have taken over much of taeagement, communication, and coaching
for the pastoral team. | just completed a coufs@damentals of Pastoral Careat the
Methodist Theological School in Delaware, Ohio, aiah to take one more course as
preparation for my “ministry” here at First UU.

This Winter and Spring | am offering a new UUA Atdihrichment curriculumSpirit of Life.

This will include nine Tuesday evening workshop (dour), beginning January 8, 2008. The
Spirit of Life workshops offer participants spatije, and community texplore their

Unitarian Universalist spirituality._ Each focuses on a different aspect of the spirliie,

framed by the lyrics of Carolyn McDade’s sogirit of Life Individuals may sign up to do all
of the workshops or pick and choose among th&he dates for the sessions are January 8, 15,
22; February 12, 19, 26; and April 1, 8, and 1®lease contact me if you have an interest in
these workshops (459-0787 or dickdawson@hotmailjcom

| hope to complete my candidacy by the end of 20@8&;ertified by the OM District and
commissioned by First UU to do ministry focusedpastoral care and older seniors. | am
excited about this ministry. For me, this is tlght work, at the right time, at the right place

11



Featuring one of our Social Justice projects...

FAIR TRADE The 44 tons of organic, gourmet coffee, tea, ctaieahnd other fairly traded
products UUs bought from Equal Exchange in 2006alidnore than satisfy UU taste buds!
That’s because for every pound of fairly tradeddpiais that UUs purchase, Equal Exchange
donates 20 cents to the Unitarian Universalist iSer€@ommittee (UUSC). For 2006, that
amount totaled nearly $18,000. UUSC used thosasftm support financial literacy training for
members of several of Fair Trade’s Latin AmericHemcooperatives.

If you'd like to help Equal Exchange support @enatically run farmer co-ops in Latin
America, Africa and Asia, support UUSC programs AbE delicious products that also make
great gifts, visit the Fair Trade Coffee tablehe Fellowship Hall every third Sunday of the
month. Available are: regular and decaf coffeemfrk@rious countries,-tea, cocoa, baking cocoa,
chocolate bars, nuts, dried cranberries. For maait information on First UU’s Fair Trade
work, or to volunteer, contact Kathleen Boston,icbathis Social Justice effort. She can be
reached at kboston@columbus.rr.com or (614) 2625-49du can also pick up a brochure on the
efforts of Equal Exchange at the FairTrade table.

Something Unusual!

The Caring Committee is planning an unusual worgdioo
February 17, 2008, as an after-church event. Wwhrkshop will
focus on experiencing travels or journeys as muae just the usual
“how many things can we see in how many days?”

Are you someone who has had a life-changing oslifleancing
experience when you took a trip, a vacation, aneyr?

Was this by chance, or the result of intentionvHhas it
manifested in your life? What would you suggesbttzers who
might like to have more in-depth experiences fromirttravels or
journeys? Are there resources you know of thatlvbelp?

If you have any experiences you could share, pleastct
Claire Hagan Bauza at clhagan@aol.com, or leavessage
in the Caring Committee box at church. We will cngeur
responses byanuary 6 Thanks!
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