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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

TIME DATED MATERIAL — PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY

WORSHIP SERVICES

Sunday, August 26, 2007, 10:00 A.M. Rev. Mark Betini

Spiritual Growth: A Life of Wholeness
Standing on the Shoulders of Giants: Joseph Rexgst

Sunday, September 2, 2007, 10:00 A.M. Geoff Mize

The UU Principles and Labor
Church member Geoff Mize presents this programu. Reendy Fish leads a service at the all-
church Labor Day Weekend Retreat at the same time.

Sunday, September 9, 2007 9:00 A.M./11:00 A.M. eR. Mark Belletini/Rev. Wendy Fish

The Source of All Life on Earth
Return to two servicesGathering In: The Water Ceremony; DedicatiorN&w Teachers;
Introduction of New Music Staff

Don't forget to collect some water from your “summadventures — local or far away” for the
Water Ceremony on September 9, 2007. (See “Magkii)



Wednesday, August 22, 2007
1:00p Archives Organizing

7:00p Board of Trustees

7:30p Men’s Spirituality

8:00p Women'’s Spirituality
Thursday, August 23, 2007

9:30a Improvisational Dance
6:30p Personnel Committee
7:00p Soul Collage

Saturday, August 25, 2007

8:30a Zen Meditation

7:30p All Soles Contra Dance
Sunday, August 26, 2007

10:00a Worship Service

10:15a All Ages Program

11:00a Getting to Know UU
11:30a Teacher Retreat; UU Artists
11:30a COA Orientation

12:00p Leadership Facilitator Planning
1:00p CIRCA

6:00p Bridge Club

Monday, August 27, 2007

11:00a Gentle Yoga for Cancer Survivors
7:00p Social Dance

7:00p Grief and Loss

Tuesday, August 28, 2007

10:00a Archives Orgnizing

12:00p Lebed Cancer Exercise
1:.00p Cancer Support Group
4:30p Support Group
7:00pWomen'’s Sharing Group (closed)
7:30p Zen Meditation
Wednesday, August 29, 2007
1:00p Archives Organizing

7:30p Men's Spirituality

8:00p Women’s Spirituality
Thursday, August 30, 2007

9:30a Improvisational Dance
7:00p Covenant Group Training
7:30a Choir Rehearsal

Saturday, September 1, 2007
8:30a Zen Meditation

9:00a UU Food Co-op

9:00a Memorial Garden Workday

Sunday, September 2, 2007

10:00a Worship Service/Children’s Prog.
11:00a Getting to Know UU

1:00p Nominating Committee

Monday, September 3, 2007

Office Closed

11:00a Gentle Yoga for Cancer Survivors
7:00p Social Dance; Sunday Sch. Programs
Tuesday, September 4, 2007

9:00a Newsletter folding

10:00a Archives Organizers

12:00p Lebed Cancer Exercise

1:.00p Cancer Support Group

4:30p Support Group

5:00p Memoirs V

6:00p Children/Youth/9am Choir Rehearsal
7:00p Caring Com; Social Justice Com
7:30p Men'’s Spirituality; Worship Com.
7:30p Zen Meditation

Wednesday, September 5, 2007

1:00p Archives Organizing

6:30p Memorial Garden Committee
6:30p Getting to Know Music Staff
7:30p Men'’s Spirituality

8:00p Women'’s Spirituality

Next issue of the Discoverer
September 2, 2007
Deadlines:
12 noon - hard copy in church office
6:00pm - e-mails, olwfire@yahoo.com

PAPER! PAPER! PAPER!
Our new paper recycling bin will be arriving
this week. Please bring all your paper to our
bin, as it will generate income for the church.
Acceptable items include all newspaper,
catalogues, office paper, magazines, mail
(including envelopes with plastic windows),
school paper. Unacceptable items:
corrugated cardboard, plastic, glass, metals,
trash, phone books.
Michael Brennan,
Church Administrator



WENDY'S PERSPECTIVE

I’'m glad to be back among you! | have a
bounce in my step from a time of recharging
and renewal. [I'll enjoy hearing stories of
your summer activities and adventures. As
for me, my time with family was certainly a
highlight of the summer, and among the
other pleasures was listening to the wind in
the trees as | sat on my deck reading and
visiting with friends

An important part of my recharging and
renewal was spending a week at Unitarian
Universalist Leadership Training Institute
(UULT]I) along with church members Bob
Gordon and Steve Kraynak and Church
Administrator, Michael Brennan. Our group
attended three different tracks: governance,
congregational growth and development,
and family ministry. In addition, each of us
spent considerable time reflecting on multi-
culturalism, anti-oppression and anti-racism
and we're eager to increase our compe-
tencies in these areas as individuals and to
encourage us as a congregation to do the
same. Church member Doug Zelinski was
on staff at UULTI and he did a remarkable
job as a leader and presenter.

| begin this church year excited about
ministries to families of infants and toddlers,
(see page 4); families whose high schoolers
have just graduated; and connecting those i
our congregation who are in their thirties.
Please watch for details in the newsletter. If
you identify with one of these groups, I'd
love an email from you so | can develop

ways to communicate beyond the newsletter.

There are many small groups available in
this life of this congregation. | encourage
you to link yourself to one or more and
move toward the new church year knowing
that there is a place for you here.

Go gently,
(nd

-

Rev. Wendy Fish

CHURCH ME

FROM THE BOARD CHAIR... I have a
simple spiritual practice. When | am
walking in the evening in my neighbor-
hood, | wave at every passing car. It's a \
of making connection with a stranger, a
greeting and welcoming combined. And
people usually will wave back. | think we
are connected to each another, and this
simple gesture recognizes that connection,
gives a little joy, and makes peace.

Over the weekend of August 11, the Bc
met in retreat to plan for the coming year.
Underneath all the work and study, while
Board set its agenda and organized for the
tasks ahand, the Board also was engage
spiritual work. Mark and Wendy led the
group on Friday night with opening Sabbath
worship and closed on Saturday with the
of Sabbath worship, as the Jews practice in
their faith. It was truly a moving experience
and made us all realize that church work is
the work of the spirit.

“Working for the church should be a joy.”
So says David Rynick, UUA leadership
consultant. This year we have many joys to
celebrate, from a new music staff to the
arrival of a permanent DRE. Also, this year
we will create our future programming
vision for the church. So, I invite each and
every one of us to attend tRellowship
Dinner on September 15, 200Where we
will begin to explore this vision. On
September 29 and 3@he entire congre-
gation will be invited to participate in an
Open Space event to chart our future
programming. Reserve these dates, come do
this great spiritual work for our church, and
feel the joy of it all.

With gratitude, Chas Williams



COVENANT GROUP REGISTRATION :
Fall registration for Covenant Groups will
begin September 9 and end September 23.
The groups that will start meeting in mid-
October and run until June. Those interestec
in participating can sign up ddundays,
September 9, 16 and 2&fter both services
in Fellowship Hall. You also can register on
our website at:
www.firstuucolumbus.org/covenantgroups

Forms are also available in the Gallery.
Just look for the easel with the Covenant
Group Poster. Both new and returning
participants need to register.

The curriculum will be all new for this
year’s meetings.

Covenant Groups are small, caring
communities of up to ten people who
commit to meet regularly to explore their
spiritual journeys, feel more strongly
connected to this church and its congre-
gation, and participate as a group in
meaningful service to our community.
Contact Donna Greenman at 614-898-5825
or Jeannie Sperling at 614-431-7235.

PATH TO MEMBERSHIP To register for
the next session ddeptember 15call Laura
Adams at 891-5482 or email her at
adams6492@sbcglobal.net; -- or Steve
Kraynak at 267-7336 or email him at
skraynak@columbus.rr.com

WOMEN'S SPIRITUALITY The group
meets on Wednesdays at 8:00pm.
August 29:Let’s Plan for the Future all
September 5: Birthdays, Poetry, Sharing
September 120omen Gotta Raise He--!
with Liz James

September 19: List — Spiritual etc.-with
Liz James

September 26: Let's Talk - all

DRE SEARCH UPDATE Most everyone
probably knows by now that our Interim

DRE, Caroline Balderston Parry, will be

leaving First UU sometime in July 2008,
when her two-year contract with us will end.
Her Interim tasks (helping us with transition,
honouring the history of Religious
Education at First UU, improving the
structure of our lifespan learning program,
and forward visioning and planning) will be
finished, and she will return home to
Ottawa, Canada.

The DRE Search Committee is meeting
regularly with the goal of finding and
recommending a settled DRE (and we hope
a Youth Ministry Coordinator) by June 2008.

We will be providing regular updates on
the search status, vide Discoverer If you
have any questions/comments/concerns
please contact Kevin O'Neil, chair, or any of
the committee members, Sharon Stout-
Shaffer, Katie McGuire or Betsy Duckworth.

PARENTS OF INFANTS AND
TODDLERS There are a lot of babies and
toddlers among our church families, and
sometimes the only time that these families
are together is during worship.

Do you have some stories to share, some
guestions, a milestone to celebrate? Let's
meet together on September 15 from 4:30 to
6pm just prior to the Fellowship Dinner so
we can chat and make plans for the year.
Your children are of course welcome, too!
Beverages and munchies provided.

Want to stay for the Fellowship Dinner?
Childcare is available by reservation.

-- Rev.Wendy Fish

SOUL COLLAGE will meet on August 23
and September 6 from 7-9:30pm.

POWERS OF THE UNIVERSE A new
Brian Swimme CD will be shown on
Thursdays, 6-7:30pm, beginning October 4.
Sign up with Adult Enrichment Programs.



UU VISUAL ARTISTS Driven to
Abstractionis an interactive and inter-
generational exploration of art for the First
UU Family. Friends and members who are
visual artists are invited to submit up to
three abstract artworks (hangable only) for
our show during September and October.
Take-in dates arSunday, September 2,
before and after the 9 and 11 a.m. worship
service and Monday, September 3 and
Tuesday, September 4 from 4 to 6:30 p.m.
No titles on the works, please.

September 7 — First Fridgyparents and
kids looking at art together.

September 9 — Sunday Forufi2:45 pm),
Joe Houston, Curator of Modern Art at the
Columbus Museum of Art will speak on
abstraction in art.

Calling all UU Poets!You are invited to
compose a poem based on inspiration from
one or more pieces of abstract art. A poetry
reading with the artworks as backdrop is
planned forFirst Friday in October.

Stay tuned for even more events, including
an all-ages opportunity to create an
individual piece of abstract art.

For more information, contact Tom
Baillieul, AEP Chair at 447-1223; e-mall
tbaillieul@amaxx.com — or — Jo Dickinson
at 888-7677; e-mail corellilatt.net

ALL SOLES CONTRA DANCE --

Saturday, August 25, 7:30 p.nm

Fellowship Hall. No skill or partner needed,
all dances are taught. Live old time music
by Root Cellar String Band, caller Mark
Richardson. Beginner's instruction at

7:30; dancing until 10:30. $8 admission ($4
for under age 25). Childcare is available for
those too young to dance. Visit the website
http://firstuucolumbus.org/AllSoles

BUUKSTORE You are invited to browse
the Book Table orAugust26 (summer
hours). Regular weekly schedule resumes
September 9

SOCIAL JUSTICE

BIGGER, DEEPER PEACE CAMP
PROGRAMS Peace Camp 2007 was a
huge success! We expanded the program to
reach 46 children this year in two week long
sessions. Thirteen volunteers and | guided
the children through experiences in
community building, ways to find inner
peace, and conflict management techniques.
You can see some of our creations plus
some of the photos of our activities on the
RE bulletin boards. During the second week,
participants in the “Puppy Group” combined
ideas from the whole group into the
following poem, “Sensing Peace.” Be well,
Rachel Tayse Baillieul, Peace Camp
Director

“Sensing Peace”

Peace feelBke a furry bunny, like being

still, and happy days with family.

Peace smellbke flowers, just cut grass, a
meadow and pine trees, like olive oil and
peanut oil, the ocean and nature on a sunny
day, like roses, Peace smells sweet.

The taste of Peags watermelon, ice cream,
apples, cinnamon, pizza potatoes, grapes,
and pasta. Itis as sweet as sugar.

Peace soundge the wind and wind chimes,
waterfalls and the ocean. Birds chirp and
sing, a mother sings a lullaby. Peace may be
silence.

Peace looksike a vase of flowers and
daffodils growing and blooming, a spider
web in the morning dew, and birds flying.

It is the sunrise and sunset.

Peace looksike friends and all those we

love.



Wow! Our congregation has become the
first ever to invest more than $10,000 in
BREAD's member support drive. Both of
our ministers, our church officers, and our
entire Board of Trustees have demonstrated
their leadership by each making a 2007
financial investment in BREAD (Building
Responsibility, Equality, and Dignity), our
local, interfaith, social justice organization.
During its almost 11-year history, BREAD
has convinced public officials to tear down
and/or rehab abandoned buildings, build
transit centers to make it easier for Linden
area and near-east side residents to get to
jobs, establish and fund an ongoing trust for
affordable housing, improve access to
primary health care and prescription drug
coverage, reduce crime in hot-spot areas,
and support numerous other projects for
justice in central Ohio.

BREAD is presently working on reducing
truancy, improving access to good quality
early childhood education, combating the
excesses of payday lending, increasing
access to individual development accounts,
and continuing to improve access to primary
health care.

Many thanks to the newest investors:
Laura Adams, Jim Bailey, Rev. Mark
Belletini, Ben Blee, Rev. Carol and Paul
Brody, David and Susan Carr, Karen and
Dick Dawson, Jane Edwards, Steve Fechtor|
and Amy Thompson, Rev. Wendy Fish, Bob
Gordon and Steve Kraynak, Margaret and
Charlie Haldeman, Greg and Judy Houston,
Craig Lewis, Mary Lou and Dave
MacDonald, Frank Phillips, Kate Power,
Kathleen and Frank Richardson, Rose and
Doug Rossiter, George Schoyer, Sue

Sinclair, Tony Skrabak, Karen Torvik, Dan

Weist, Jean Werts and Jean Levinson,
William and Ruth Whitehouse, Chas. and
Susie Williams, Penny Winkle and Chuck
Zalac, Jack Wisniewski, and Pei Hsing and
Tien Hsing Wu.

Won't you join them? Write your
generous, tax-deductible check to BREAD
(not First UU) and send it to the church in an
envelope marked BREAD.

If you work for a company that will match
your investment, please ask it to doso.
BREAD is a 501(c)(3) tax-deductible
corporation, tax ID number 31-1467082.

And if you do contribute to BREAD's
work to make central Ohio a better
place, plan to attend BREAD's Victory
Dinner (Monday, August 27, 6 pm,
Immaculate Conception Church, 414 E.
North Broadway). R.S.V.P. toAlice
Rathburn, Alice37@insight.rr.com or 895-
2109 or Karen Lewis, klewisb@yahoo.com
or 598-5822.

FOOD PANTRY Thanks from the Feed
My Sheep food pantry in Mineral, OH for
the school supplies. They started giving
them out last Friday. One family had five
elementary children. They all had smiles
when they left. Over 80 children received
school supplies that day. More will receive
them on Monday.

We are now collecting new underwear and
socks for girls and boys of all ages. Also
any gently-used school clothing, all ages,
girls and boys, will be appreciated.

Don't forget we also need food: peanut
butter, canned meats, spaghetti, sauce,
canned vegetables and fruit, 3-Ib bags of rice
and 2-lb bags of pinto beans (available at
Aldi’s for a good price). Money is also a
way to donate. Please make the check out to
Feed My Sheep food pantry, and bring it to
the Social Justice Table on Sunday.

And...please bring in your empty
aluminum cans. Many thanks.



POWPOW, September 1-3This annual
Labor Day weekend eventasganized by
NAICCO (the Native American Indian
Center of Columbus Ohio). It takes place at
the Franklin County Fairgrounds in Hilliard.
First UU supports NAICCO with
contributions and volunteers.

If you would be willing to volunteer at the
POWPOW, please contact Jackie Angelino,
either at 888-8052 or by signing-up at the
Social Justice table in Fellowship Hall
during the Sundays in August. Volunteers
get free-entrance, food and drink and receiv
a free T-shirt. For info, call 443-6120.

CARING COMMITTEE

Happy Birthday tdGladys Wayt who
celebrates her 90th birthday on August 21
and toArt Holdford , 80 on August 12.

Best wishes ti&ari Gunderson and Ron
Oshimaand toJames Brown and Laurie
Emerick. Both couples recently announced
their engagements. Kari and Ron are
planning a Thanksgiving weekend wedding.

Jan Spanglerhas moved to Chico, CA. We
miss her and hope she is settling into her
new community. (The church office has her
new address.)

We send our thoughts of supportGarole
Pruiksma who has been caring for her
aging mother in Cleveland and has been
unable to attend church all summer.

Congratulations tdulia Boortz, first-grade
Sunday School teacher and daughter of
Wendy Boortz, who was awarded a

[1°)

scholarship to travel as an AFS exchange
student in Austria. She wishes to thank
those who supported her is this project.

And congratulations tdo Anne St. Clair

on the birth of a grandson in April in
Vietnam. The family hopes to return home
soon to RoanokeVA,; and tdargaret

Allen and Carlos Hoytand the new
baby’siblingsNina and Benon the birth of
Isabel Rose Hoyt.

Shilah Griffeth is participating in the Breast
Cancer 3-Day walk in Cleveland walking 60
miles raising awareness and funds for cancer
education screening, and treatment. “Way
to go,” Shilah.

We send our condolences to the family of
Sally Kennedywho died on August 11.
Sally was the former wife of Rev. Carl
Whittier First UU’s minister in the 1970s
and 1980s. Their daughters, Nancy and
Sarah, grew up in our church.

A memorial service foPam Chenis being
planned foiSeptember 23, 6:30pat the
church.

GRIEF/LOSS SUPPORT GROUPmMeets
on the second and fourth Mondays of each
month from 7:00 to 8:30pm at the church.
Facilitators are Dick Dawson, Cathy Elkins,
Kathleen Fowler and Suzan McCrystal.
Contact the church office, 267-4046, or
speak to one of the ministers or one of the
facilitators for more information.




MARKINGS

The new musical staff is arriving even as | writeu will meet them all at the Water Ceremony,
on the second Sunday in September, when the senvies return to 9 and 11 AM. The date, of
course is September 9.

The new musical staff are Tony McDonald, the MBiiector; Nathan Hamm, Pianist;
Doug O’Neal, 11 AM Choir, and Elizabeth Woodhou&&M Choir and Children’s Choir.

| suppose it will take some time to remember naamekfaces even with only four people. And
even though Tony has been a member of both the ahdicongregation for a long time.
Change always moves at its own pace.

But | for one am “jazzed” about the new music pergrhere at First Unitarian Universalist, and
| look forward to working with each member of theagtet who are leaders in this program.

Remember to get me word about the source of therwati may be bringing to the water
ceremonies at both services. Because the cereragqayes a lot of organization in its
preparation, please avoid waiting until the lastue to let me know, by email, mail or mailbox
or even phone message, about the origin of yougrwhtvill not be able to weave any
information in that arrives after noon on Saturdagptember 8. | have a wedding to celebrate
on that day.

Here’s to a good year filled with strength, visisommitment and joy!

Mg

Rev. Mark Belletini

Rev. Mark Belletini, Senior Minister Michael Brennan, Church Administrator
Rev. Wendy Fish, Associate Minister Marian Garcia, Administrative Assistant
Rev. Carol Brody, Minister Emerita Joe Voltolini, Bookkeeper

Caroline Balderston Parry, Interim Dir. of ReligoBducation  Deb McGuire, Staff Secretary

Lori Jones, RE Assistant Dtippensteel, Events Coordinator
Stephanie Rottmayer, Director, School for Youngld@kn Naoko Kobayashi, Facilities Assistant
Tony McDonald, Music Director BGgatHausmann, Custodial Assistant
Doug O’Neal/Elizabeth Woodhouse, Choir Directors Bob Graffagnino, Webmaster

Nathan Hamm, Pianist/Accompanist w@l Firestone, Newsletter Editor

Chas Williams, Chair, Board of Trustees




GREETINGS from a tired traveler, your returning Interim DOiter of Religious Education.
Thanks for all your interest and enquiries abouttrayels! | have had many adventures, which |
hope to share in the days and weeks to come. Meantiave a look at the beautiful batik image
of a femaleébodhisattvaon the wall of the conference room. She was hatfiget at Mitraniketan,
the project | re-visited in Kerala, and she is @an to First UU while | am here.

I've been back on this continent for three weeks,rend at work for a week and a half, but
don't feel quite back to my normal self. My tripsygreat in many ways, but much harder on my
body than | had anticipated -- | guess | should@'surprised, as | am no longer 22! In any case,
| am glad to have manageable work to do here aslpterim for one more year, and to observe
some regularity in my schedule. | will be delighte hear from YOU: please call in or drop by
with ideas, questions, or offers of help. My hoars Sundays from 8:30 am until whenever the
afternoon or evening settles down, plus usually tégnthrough Thursday afternoons and
evenings from 1:00 pm until 9:30 pm.

Everything in the Religious Education office is geg up for fall — registrations for children’s
and youth’s programs for Sunday School and foivibeth Advisor Training (September 21-23)
are pouring in; new Adult Enrichment programs agmd finalized; calendar and publicity and
committee task discussions are swirling aroundhAttime of writing, westill need one more
teacher in the Pre-School roomsand we are excitedly looking forward to the TeacTraining
Retreat on August 26 after service!

FALL SUNDAY SCHOOL PLANS
OurWater Ceremony on September 9narks the annual congregational "ingathering," téved
return to two services at 9 and 11 am. Don’t fotgeébring a small contribution of water from
your summertime activities. Children at both sessiwill hear the story for all ages in the
Worship Center, then exit for separate class d&s/for about 45 minutes. When the 11 am
service Water Ceremony begins (about 12 noon)di@mlaged Kindergarten and up will rejoin
the adults to share in the community worship. Rriee8| children will remain in rooms 3&4.
After the service at 11 am on 9f8milies are invited to visit the R.E. classroomsrad meet
the new teaching teams for each grade levélhe 9am all-ages class teachers will be available
after the early service to meet families; any 9aesghoolers may re-join the Water Ceremony.
Ourregular 2007-08 programof 28 Sunday morning Sunday School classes (peesed
with a further ten "All Ages Sunday School" speaassions for holiday Sundaysill begin
Sunday, September 16 at both serviceand continue through May 25. Please registeoas s
as possible; hard copy brochures of our prograciade the year's calendar and are available
throughout the church building or from the RE Gdfitrellow brochures cover children’s
preschool through Grade 5 programs, and green breslare for youth’s Grade 6 through 12
programs.NOTE: TheGrade 8 Our Whole Lives (or OWL) classes and the Grde 9
Coming of Age program are special, limited registréion opportunities and will include
orientation sessions on September 9 (for OWL pajemtd August 26 (COA families).



FURTHER NOTE: the new Senior High Youth Covenant Group is beilagped by a
dedicated team of youth and adults who feel Bzatera’swill not be a suitable meeting space,
so watch for notices of a new space. The groupstalit to meet on September 30!

Starting September 9, onew Sunday School Facilitation Areaoutside the kitchen in Room B,
will be staffed by volunteers before and after bedhvices, each Sunday morning, to help
everyone, especially new families, find the riglaiss and new/old friends. Registration forms,
maps, activity boxes for children, and experiendearch folks will be available to answer your
guestions and help you find your way around. Weledoall!

WATER BOTTLE ALERT! All Ages Sunday School on September 9 needs fatsnpty
(with lids) plastic water bottles, preferably smaller rather than larger. Pleaskciband bring
to church before September 9 (or let the RE ofimew how many you are bringing on the
September 9 date itself).

EVENSONG: An Eight-Week Series of Gatherings for Fanilies

Do you and your family (of any size or ages) wantrdimate, time of listening and sharing?
When | was at the General Assembly of the Unitataiversalist Association in June, | was
inspired by a workshop titled “Spirit Moving Withifamilies, Among Families, and Beyond.”
The Rev. Barbara Hamilton-Holway from Berkeley, if@ahia , presented her new curriculum,
Evensong for Familieguiding all ages to come together “to worshipead, to learn, and to
grow in faith.” She spoke passionately about hed gbcreating personal, intergenerational
community. | hope we can follow her lead. Certaimhe of the goals that our ministers and the
new Religious Education Council is considering tfear is to expand our ministry to families.
Families of any configuration in these busy daysdme, space, and personal connections
“carry our histories and witness our lives.” Rearillton-Holway spoke of so many who feel
they do not have anyone with whom they can shaisopal joys, doubts, fears, disappointments
and achievements. She knows there is a profourdi foe¢his sharing to occur in trusting
community, in order for people to become “fully haimin relationship” —“the tribal elders, the
newborn babies, the children coming of age.” Pemresmoving ahead for at least one group of
five families (maximum 20 people) to convene sdikely on three Friday evenings per month,
for 1.5 hours, perhaps with a simple catered niesdl Please contact me with your interest!

TODDLER ROOM HELPERS needed once again: the fall schedule of volunteenelp the
paid sitter in Room 1 at both the 9 and 11 am sesill be posted on the toddler room door

shortly. Enjoyable time with little responsibility you just need to be an extra pair of arms, lap,
etc -- and have fun with little ones! Please sigrwherever there are empty slots. Thanks.

Interim Director BEligious Education
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ACTION PLAN for CONGREGATIONAL CULTURE CHANGE:
WELCOMING

Background: In May 2007, the Board of Trusteesfreaéd its commitment to nurturing
“Beloved Community” at the First Unitarian Univerlst Church. It adopted an action plan
with the goal to involve all congregation membershe heart-felt welcoming of seekers and
newcomers, and to better integrate newer membérshe life of the church. The plan was
presented to the congregation at the June 2007 &nvieeting.

WELCOMING INVENTORY The journey toward welcoming and hospitality hasrbased
by many to deepen their personal spiritual patkeGthe importance of our beloved commu
and its potential benefit to new seekers, we nedckat each other with the utmost care and
respect. In order to assess where we are witlpthidice the Board of Trustees invites all
members, friends and visitors to participate in Welcoming Inventory” of our church

The inventory is designed to evaluate all aspeotaiochurch--its grounds, facilities, services,
programming and communication. Adopted by the Baatday 2007, this is a “cross ministry”
effort involving the Board, ministers, and all caids and committees, with added emphasis on
Building and Grounds, Worship, Membership, Sod#aligious Education and Social Justice.

To take part, we ask that you put yourself Hia shoes” of a first-time visitor and consider
these questions:

Would you feel welcome at our church as a firstetmsitor or newer member?

How much personal contact/interaction do you rezéefore, during and after the
service?

Is it easy to find your way around the church—tlaship center, classrooms, nursery,
restrooms, etc?

Does the service, and other communications, “sptakbu, the newcomer?

Do you feel involved or ignored? Is the informatiyyu need available?

Is there sufficient follow-up after your visit?

What does First UU do well? What could be donedp@ttWhat is missing?

After completing the inventory, pleasemail your findings, ideas and suggestions to Dan
Hronek at dhronekuu@gmail.coegll 395-6626, omail to Welcoming Inventory, First UU
Church, 93 West Weisheimer, Columbus, OH 43214.fiftdengs of the inventory will be
reported in October 2007. Please try to submit yougntories bySeptember 30, 200Though
we welcome ongoing reports/feedback.

The welcoming initiative, and the Boardistion Plan for Congregational Culture Change:

Welcoming, also appear on the church website at firstuucblsorg.

...more on next page...
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WELCOMING INITIATIVE: an invitation to all

The Board of Trustees encourages members and $rterfdrther participate in th&elcoming
Initiative by volunteering in one of many ways. You can takective role in this outreach
effort by:

Greeting on Sunday mornings

Mentoring new members

Facilitating a Getting To Know UU session

Assisting at Path To Membership classes

Making follow-up calls or correspondence to recesitors
Making follow-up calls to newer members

Helping with thewWelcome Back All-Calin September 2007
Actively embracing visitors via Sundays of Hospite& Grace
Ushering on Sundays

Serving coffee after services

Please consider volunteering for at least ONE e$¢himportant service tasks in the coming
year! All are personally rewarding and don’t takleteof time and are essential to the well-being
of our congregation. These are opportunities tdrdmrte to the larger community and to reach
out to those you may not know yet.

To volunteer or for more information, contact Darofkk at dhronekuu@gmail.com, or call
395-6626.

NEW SIGNS, NEW BOARDS

Have you seen our wonderful new New Membershalboard, with great quotes and photps?

It's on the north wall of the hallway between Fetbip Hall and the kitchen. This new display

area has created room on the front kiosk in thée@alor more new signage. Our church staff

directory and daily calendar notices are still lo& kiosk, too, using the next panel to the right
Be sure to check it all out!

12



