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PUBLISHED BI-WEEKLY 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
  
 
 
 
 TIME DATED MATERIAL – PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY 
 

 
 
 
 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
   
 Sunday, July 1, 2007 – 10:00 A.M.                                                                Rev. Robert Parks  
 

"James Luther Adams: Liberal Prophet" 
 

 Sunday, July 8, 2007 – 10:00 A.M.                    Dan Weist 
     

“The Power of the Pulpit: Ours and Theirs” 
 

 Sunday, July 15, 2007 – 10:00 A.M.           Tina Gratitude & Donna Jarrell  
 

“Are We Enough?” 
 
 
Don’t forget to collect some water from your “summer adventures – local or far away” for the 
Water Ceremony on September 9, 2007.   (See “Markings” in `the May 27 newsletter.) 
 
 
Please turn to page 5 for “hot-off-the-press” news about our new music program! 
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Wednesday, June 27, 2007 
1:00p  Archives Organizing 
7:00p  Yoga; Board of Trustees 
7:30p  Men’s Spirituality 
8:00p  Women’s Spirituality 
Thursday, June 28, 2007 
9:30a  Improvisational Dance 
6:30p  Personnel Committee 
7:00p  Soul Collage 
Friday, June 29, 2007 
6:30p  AEP Film 
Saturday, June 30, 2007 
8:30a  Zen Meditation 
Sunday, July 1, 2007  
10:00a Worship Service; YASC  
10:15a All Ages Program 
11:00a Getting to Know UU 
1:00p  Nominating Committee 
6:00p  Base Community 
Monday, July 2, 2007    
11:00a Gentle Yoga for Cancer Survivors  
7:00p  UU Social Dance; SS Programs 
Tuesday, July 3, 2007  
12:00p Lebed Cancer Exercise 
1:00p  Cancer Support Group 
4:30p  Cancer Support Group 
5:00p  Memoirs V 
7:00p  Social Justice Committee 
7:30p  Zen Meditation; Men’s Spirituality  
Wednesday, July 4, 2007 
OFFICE CLOSED 
7:00p  Yoga 
7:30p  Men’s Spirituality 
8:00p  Women’s Spirituality 
Thursday, July 5, 2007 
9:30a  Improvisational Dance 
6:00p  BREAD Mailing 
7:30p  Writing for Life 

Friday, July 6, 2007 
12:00p Cooking for Faith Mission 
6:30p  First Friday Potluck 
7:30p  Forum/Activities 
Saturday, July 7, 2007 
8:30a  Memorial Garden Workday 
8:30a  Zen Meditation 
9:00p  UU Food Co-op 
Sunday, July 8, 2007 
10:00a  Worship Service/Children’s Prog. 
11:00a  Getting to Know UU 
12:45p  Sunday Forum 
6:00p   Base Community 
Monday, July 9, 2007   
11:00a Gentle Yoga for Cancer Survivors 
7:00p  Social Dance; Grief and Loss 
Tuesday, July 10, 2007 
9:00a Newsletter folding 
10:00a Archives Organizers 
12:00p Lebed Cancer Exercise 
1:00p  Cancer Support Group 
4:30p  Cancer Support Group 
7:00p  Membership Committee 
7:30p  Zen Meditation 
Wednesday, July 11, 2007 
1:00p  Archives Organizing 
7:00p  Yoga; Executive Committee 
7:00p  Memoir Writing 
7:30p  Men’s Spirituality 
8:00p  Women’s Spirituality 
 
Deadlines for next Discoverer 
Sunday, July 8, 2007 
12:00pm– Hard Copy (at church) 
6:00pm – E-mail copy to 
olwfire@yahoo.com 

 
Rev. Mark Belletini, Senior Minister                  Michael Brennan, Church Administrator  
Rev. Wendy Fish, Associate Minister                  Marian Garcia, Administrative Assistant  
Rev. Carol Brody, Minister Emerita                   Joe Voltolini, Bookkeeper 
Caroline Balderston Parry,  Interim Dir. of Religious Education   Don Hippensteel, Events Coordinator 
Lori Jones, RE Assistant/Staff Secretary                Naoko Kobayashi, Facilities Assistant 
Stephanie Rottmayer, Dir. School for Young Children        Cathy Hausmann, Custodial Assistant 
Kim Boyd, Music/Choir Director                    Bob Graffagnino, Webmaster 
Wade Jones II, Accompanist/Music Coordinator              Olwen Firestone, Newsletter Editor 
Doug Zelinski, Chair Board of Trustees    
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                                          CHURCH NEWS 
 
The ministers’ regular newsletter columns 
will resume mid-August. 
  
SUMMER SERVICES There will be one 
Sunday service only  – at 10:00am.- until 
September 9. 
   Our theme for the lay-led services will be 
Standing on the Shoulders of Giants.   
 
BUUKSTORE  You are invited to browse 
the Book Table on: July 1, 15 and 29; 
August 12 and 26 (summer hours).  Regular 
weekly schedule resumes September 9. 
 
VOUCHERS for reimbursement should be 
turned in (with receipts) to the Bookkeeper 
no later than Saturday, June 30.     
 
COVENANT GROUPS  Based on 
evaluations completed by this year’s 
Covenant Group members, the program 
continues to meet many needs in our 
congregation related to making connections 
and providing opportunities for personal 
growth and development. Virtually all 
respondents would recommend the program 
to a friend, and a majority plan to participate 
again next year.   
   Registration for 2007-2008 will be in 
September.  Groups start in mid-October.   
Watch for the announcements in September 
in The Discoverer and at Sunday worship.  
 
WOMEN’S SPIRITUALITY   The group 
meets weekly on Wednesdays at 8:00pm.   
June 27:  Women Talking – Having Our Say. 

SOMETHING NEW  Come to learn about 
the new Breakthrough Congregations with 
the Membership Committee, 7 – 9 pm on 
Tuesday, July 10. We’ll watch and discuss a 
DVD from General Assembly.  All are 
welcome.  – Steve Kraynak  

 

SOUL COLLAGERS  will meet Thursday, 
June 28 and alternate Thursdays through 
July and August: July 12, 26; August 9, 23; 
and also September 6.  Newcomers welcome. 
Sessions are from 7-9:30 pm. 
 
BOOKBITES   Meets July 17 in Slowter 
Lounge from 7 to 9 pm.  It’s summertime 
and the topic is Beach Books.  Questions:  
call Kathleen Boston, 262-4025. 
 
PATH TO MEMBERSHIP   The next class 
will be held on Saturday, August 11, 2007, 
9:00am to 1:30pm.  Lunch will be provided 
and child care will be available.  If you are 
interested in learning more about our church 
and the Unitarian Universalist faith, please 
register and participate in this class.  
Contacts are: Laura Adams, 891-5482; 
adams6492@sbcglobal.net or Steve Kranak, 
267-7336; skraynak@columbus.rr.com  
 
PHOTO DIRECTORIES  are available for 
everyone at $5 each.  You may pick one up 
at the front office during the week.  Call 
267-4946, ext 21 for hours. 
 
                   SOCIAL JUSTICE 
  
FOOD PANTRY  Thanks for all of your 
donations to the food pantry in Mineral, 
Ohio (the Athens County Appalachian food 
pantry, Feed My Sheep).  Remember the 
children are home for the summer.  With all 
those extra mouths to feed, the pantry is in 
desperate need of peanut butter and 
macaroni and cheese.  Also, children’s 
books would be appreciated to help the 
children with their learning during the 
summer months.  Please bring all donations 
to the Social Justice Table. – Jacques 
 
HEIFER INTERNATIONAL   Anyone 
need a wonderful gift with a social 
conscience? Please drop by the Social 
Justice Table.  Free catalogues and gift cards 
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are available.  Please help the poor of the 
world become self-sufficient.  Buy some 
hens or chicks or a llama, even a dairy goat 
or water buffalo.  Heifer International has 
been helping the poor for 64 years; 5 million 
people have benefited as a result. 
 

 

   BREAD, the multi-faith, multi-racial, 
multi-socioeconomic organization for justice 
that our congregation and 16 others founded 
in 1996, began its annual support drive on 
Monday, June 18. 
   BREAD’s three largest sources of income 
are its member support drive, its corporate 
support drive, and member church 
dues. Grants from foundations, national 
religious bodies, and local church missions 
provide the balance of BREAD’s income. 
   Without the financial support of its 
members, BREAD would not have been 
able to organize the research, the public 
meetings, the pre/post meetings with public 
officials, etc. to get, for example: 
 
• empty, dilapidated buildings demolished, 
• bus transit centers built, 
• affordable housing, primary health care 
and prescription drugs for more people in 
need, 
• a comprehensive anti-truancy program 
developed to begin in four elementary and 
four middle schools this fall with plans, if 
successful, for eventual county-wide 
expansion. 
   
   Thanks to several early investors (from 
$100 to $500 each), we have already given 

BREAD $2,660 of our church's $8500 
goal. Plan to make as large a financial 
investment in BREAD (i.e., an investment in 
our community) as you can afford. Expect a 
letter in July with details and a return 
envelope for your check.  
   Please contact Alice Rathburn or Karen 
Lewis with questions, or to learn more about 
our church's BREAD team: 
alice37@insight.rr.com, 895-2109 or 
klewisb@yahoo.com, 598-5822). 
              
                               CARING COMMITTEE 
 
Congratulations to Eric Dawson, son of 
Karen and Dick, who has been named an 
Ashoka Fellow.  Entrance into this 
international fellowship recognizes his 
extraordinary work as a social entrepreneur. 
 
INVITATION   Please join the Molk family 
in celebrating their summer reunion and 45 
years of involvement in the life of FirstUU 
Church.  Share cake and visit with 
Marguerite, David, Stephen and Michael 
after the Sunday service on July 1, 2007 in 
Fellowship Hall. 
 
Jackie Angelino writes: “Thank you to the 
people of the church for the many lovely 
“Get Well” cards, letters and flowers     
which I have received following my hip 
surgery.”  (We are so glad to see Jackie back 
at her usual place at the Social Justice Table 
on Sundays.) 
 
Grief/Loss Support Group meets at the 
church the second and fourth Mondays of 
each month, from 7:00 to 8:30 pm.  
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MEET OUR NEW MUSIC STAFF!!!   

The Music Search Committee is pleased and proud to announce the appointments of the 
following new music staff: 

TONY MCDONALD – Music Director . Many of you know Tony, a 20-year UU and long-time 
member of our church. You may not know that he has a doctorate in conducting from Stanford, 
extensive experience teaching college-level music and conducting instrumental and vocal groups, 
and a strong background in arts administration. In this new position as Music Director, Tony will 
have three main responsibilities: arrange for music for those services when one of the choirs is 
not singing; create, promote and supervise various musical opportunities for the congregation, 
such as concerts, sing-a-longs, instrumental groups; supervise and administer the music program, 
work with the ministers and the Worship Committee, as well as the congregation, and, in general, 
carry the vision of the program. 

DOUG O’NEAL – 11:00 Choir Director . Doug comes to us with fourteen years experience 
teaching middle and high school music, and is currently Director of Choirs at Olentangy Liberty 
High School. He also has served as Music Minister at North Congregational United Church of 
Christ (another liberal presence in Columbus) for a number of years.  

ELIZABETH WOODHOUSE – 9:00 Choir Director, Children ’s/Youth Choir Director. 
Elizabeth will move from Denver to Columbus this Fall to become a graduate student in choral 
conducting at OSU. In Colorado she has been the full-time Director of the Rocky Mountain 
Children’s Choir – actually seven different choirs, of which she conducted five, while also 
administering the entire program.  

NATHAN HAMM – Pianist/Accompanist . Nathan has been Pianist and Accompanist at the 
North UU Church in Lewis Center since 1988! He also holds various other accompanist jobs, 
among them the Dublin Singers and the Columbus Gay Men’s Chorus. You may have had the 
privilege of hearing his phenomenal concert this past year in our Worship Center. 

Tony, Doug, and Nathan will start about August 15, Elizabeth about September 1. Look for 
Doug and Nathan on Sunday, September 9, and Elizabeth later that month. We will introduce 
them to you from the pulpit. New jobs are always challenging - please help them to feel at home 
in our church community. 

You may remember that the new 9:00 choir will sing twice a month this first year, and that the 
pianist/accompanist will be on a twelve month contract. There will be a Summer choir next year, 
performing five times between June 20 and August 31. The children’s and youth choirs will 
rehearse October through May and will perform once a month.  

This is the beginning of a new era in the music program of this church – IN HARMONY WITH 
OUR DREAMS! 
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A DIFFERENT KIND OF “owl”:   There is now a summer mail box for summer Hogwarts 
Sunday School registrations, etc. in the Volunteer Workroom.  The slot says "Cindy Dillard: 
owl-mail."  In Britain, of course, it would be “owl-post”… but no matter what you call it, 
perhaps you have a message to deliver via an owl, like Harry Potter and his friends.  Whooo…  
  
TERRIFIC RESPONSE TO RELIGIOUS EDUCATION [RE] SIGN- UPS! 
In the last Discoverer, I reported on the new RE Council, which has already had its inaugural 
meeting.  Now I would like to thank all those who are continuing to volunteer in the RE world, 
specifically that of the Sunday School (SS)…especially those who have signed up for a first 
round of teaching or to help with other aspects of RE programming in the fall.   
  
Almost all the opportunities to teach Sunday School, at both services, are already filled. At 
the time of my writing, there are only four or five roles left for any keen, but slow-to-speak-up, 
volunteers.  Leave a message, 267-4946, ext 28, or send an e-mail if you want to help to grow 
young UU spirits, while stretching your own: caroline@firstuucolumbus.org 
 
Our RE program is growing and many people are contributing to that growth on more levels than 
simple attendance.  I thank you all for your thoughtful, caring efforts.  In the last year, regist-
rations increased about 50%; this fall we will have one more elementary class at the 11 am 
service. Grade 2 and Grade 3 will now meet as separate groups.  The new Sr Hi covenant group 
will be meeting at Panera’s, partly because of space constraints. If all goes well, the 9 am class 
may split into two - one for older, one for younger children - as 2008 begins. 
  
Our Sunday School Committee (SSC) for 2007-08 will be co-chaired by returning members 
Julie Henderson and David Easter (Julie sings in the choir and is on the Music Search committee; 
David is active with BREAD and is an incoming First UU Board member). My concern is not to 
overburden them or this committee, so read further for news of reorganized or new sub-
groups.  Candee Rothert is also serving on SSC, while leading the new Sunday morning SS 
greeting efforts – see below for details of that.  And SSC welcomes two new members: parents 
Carly McVey and Katie Swett.  I look forward to working with them all in my second and final 
year as IDRE.  What does an “Interim” do and how is the role is different from a permanent DRE? 
See my Annual Report article; it’s in the Annual Report document on line, also. 
  
One new R.E./Sunday School sub-committee, initially called the "Sunday welcoming and 
shadowing team" met in mid-June for a first get-to-know-each-other and planning session.  
They are gearing up for the fall in several ways.  The new team discussed what the best, most 
helpful name for this new Sunday morning group, and what its operating area would be.  They 
decided they would like to be called "Sunday School Facilitators,"and that Area B outside the 
kitchen, where the teacher sign-ups and Sunday School registration forms have been this spring, 
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will be known as the "Sunday School Information Area" on Sunday mornings.  Candee 
Rothert will head them up and act as a liaison with both SSC and the RE Office.  The members, 
besides Candee, are Charlie Haldeman, Al Closson, Chrys Gee and Julie Gay.  There's a lot of 
enthusiasm in this new group, and I am excited for all of us already!   
   This SS Facilitators team is a kind of subset of the continuing Sunday School Com-
mittee, designed to help reduce the big load that SSC members were carrying as volunteers, and 
also to increase the energy available for the vital function of welcoming and incorporating 
families, both new and "old" in our RE programs.  Their plan: one Facilitator will regularly cover 
one Sunday each month.  We will find further volunteers to help in the SS Information Area each 
week. One person will be there at 9 am, plus myself as Interim Director of Religious Education 
(IDRE); two people plus the IDRE at 11 am services.  (Of course all members and attenders are 
encouraged to help any newcomers find their way around, especially new families!) 
For the summer, we will have skeletal information, registration forms, etc., available in the 
SS Information Area (I  will not be here on Sundays until August 12).  The SS Facilitators will 
meet in August and have a clear procedure plan ready to implement when we return to two 
Sunday services on September 9.  If anyone has further thoughts about ways to improve the 
greeting and registration process for families on Sunday mornings, please send them to 
Candee Rothert, for the Facilitators to consider, at 431-5807, or p4u3b1@sbcglobal.net .  If 
you are already ready to volunteer to help, let her know, too! 
  
Another subset of the continuing Sunday School Committee is the new “All Ages Sundays” 
team.  Its members are Cath Saveson, who will coordinate the group with the RE Office, Craig 
Stuntz, Chrys Gee and Cliff and Holly Adams.  This group has yet to meet (and who knows, may 
rename themselves, too!).  Their responsibilities, again lifted out of the former SSC duties, are to 
work with the RE office and volunteer assistants to coordinate the ten Sundays during the SS 
"year" when there are no regular classes, but there are special programs.  These are: 

o The September 9th Ingathering and Water Ceremony (when children meet their new 
Sunday School  teachers after the services);  

o the two Sundays (before and after) Thanksgiving; the first includes the Bread Ceremony;  
o the three Sundays clustered around the winter holidays (the Intergenerational Service 

two Sundays before Christmas and also the Sundays, immediately before Christmas and 
immediately after (perhaps the Solstice will be the theme of the first and the Labyrinth the 
focus of the latter);   

o our February “Teacher” Appreciation Day (working with RE Council); 
o the Passover/Easter time Flower Ceremony; 
o the April Youth-led Sunday;  
o the Sunday before Memorial Day (which was a terrific Play Day this year) 

The recent pattern is to have two of these All Ages Sundays be “Social Justice Sundays” in 
orientation.  Team members may lead some of these ten different programs; they will all help to 
decide themes and find resource materials and people.  As usual, extra volunteer helpers will be 
solicited.  In addition, input from any interested congregants is welcome.  Please contact the RE 
Office with your ideas or offers of help. 
  

             


