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PUBLISHED BI-WEEKLY 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
  
 
 
 
 TIME DATED MATERIAL – PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY 
 

 
 
 
 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
   
  Sunday, June 3, 2007 – 10:00 A.M.                                                    Rev. Wendy Fish   

 
“Coming of Age Celebration” 

 

 Sunday, June 10, 2007 – 10:00 A.M.    Rev. Mark Belletini 
 

“Democracy and Authority” 
 
  Sunday, June 17, 2007 – 10:00 A.M.          Gary Allread and others 

 
“The Right Garden” 

Annual Gay Pride Service 
 
  Sunday, June 24, 2007 – 10:00 A.M. 
 
The service will be a Celebration of Fathers.      
 

One service (10:00 A.M.) summer schedule begins Sunday, June 3, 2007 
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Wednesday, May 30, 2007 
1:00p  Archives Organizing 
7:00p  Yoga; SPAN; Board of Trustees 
7:30p  Men’s Spirituality 
8:00p  Women’s Spirituality 
Thursday, May 31, 2007 
9:30a  Improvisational Dance 
7:00p  Soul Collage 
7:30p  Choir Rehearsal 
Friday, June 1, 2007 
1:00p  Cooking for Faith Mission 
6:30p  First Friday Potluck 
7:30p  Community Leaders Forum 
Saturday, June 2, 2007 
8:30a  Zen Meditation 
9:00a  Memorial Garden Workday 
5:30p  COA Dinner/Ceremony 
Sunday, June 3, 2007  
10:00a Worship Service; YASC 
10:15a All Ages Program 
11:15a Getting to Know UU 
1:00p  Nominating Committee 
6:00p  Base Community 
Monday, June 4, 2007    
11:00a Gentle Yoga for Cancer Survivors  
7:00p  UU Social Dance; Building Com. 
7:00p  Sunday School Programs 
Tuesday, June 5, 2007  
10:00a Archives Organizing 
12:00p Lebed Cancer Exercise 
1:00p  Cancer Support Group 
4:30p  Cancer Support Group 
5:00p  Memoirs V 
7:00p  Social Justice Com.; Caring Com. 
7:30p  Zen Meditation; Worship Com. 
7:30p  Men’s Spirituality  
Wednesday, June 6, 2007 
1:00p  Archives Organizing 
6:30p  Memorial Garden Committee 
7:00p  Yoga 
 
 

7:30p  Men’s Spirituality 
8:00p  Women’s Spirituality 
Thursday, June 7, 2007 
9:30a  Improvisational Dance 
7:30p  Choir Rehearsal 
7:30p  Writing for Life 
Saturday, June 9, 2007 
8:30a  Zen Meditation 
9:00a  UU Food Co-op 
9:00a  Memorial Garden Workday 
Sunday, June 10, 2007 
10:00a  Worship Service/Children’s Prog. 
11:15a  Getting to Know UU 
12:00p  Annual Meeting 
6:00p   Base Community 
Monday, June 11, 2007   
11:00a Gentle Yoga for Cancer Survivors 
7:00p  Social Dance 
7:00p  Grief and Loss 
7:00p  Building Com.; Admin. Council 
7:00p  Program Council 
Tuesday, June 12, 2007 
9:00a  Newsletter folding 
10:00a Archives Organizers 
12:00p Lebed Cancer Exercise 
1:00p  Cancer Support Group 
4:30p  Cancer Support Group 
7:00p  AEP Com.; Membership Com. 
7:30p  Zen Meditation 
Wednesday, June 13, 2007 
1:00p  Archives Organizing 
7:00p  Hatha Yoga; Memoir Writing 
7:00p  Executive Com. 
7:30p  Men’s Spirituality 
8:00p  Women’s Spirituality 
 
Deadlines for next Discoverer 
Sunday, June 10, 2007 
12:00p – Hard Copy at church 
6:00pm – E-mail copy to 
olwfire@yahoo.com 
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                         WENDY’S PERSPECTIVE 
    
    Do you write letters in your heart that 
never get into print?   I do.  I think of things 
I want to say while I’m driving, or eating, or 
during some other time when writing things 
down is just not possible.  Here’s a letter I 
have intended to send more than once.  It 
begins with thank you so much for saying 
“yes” when you were asked whether you 
would serve your church as an elected 
official. 
    Our Nominating Committee presents us 
with a slate of qualified candidates every 
spring.  For some positions there are 
contested elections.  Each year when I leave 
the congregational meeting I think of those 
individuals who were not chosen for the 
positions that they agreed to fill if 
elected.  In fact, I make it a point to try to 
connect with as many of those capable 
women and men as I can before they leave 
the church that day.  My sense is that it is 
hard on one’s spirit to be on the losing end 
of an election, and especially hard when this 
happens in your church community. 
    I’m not proposing a constitutional 
change.  Careful thinking went into the 
guidelines by which we live as a congre-
gation, and sound arguments can be made 
for leaving the structure just as it is. 
   What I am encouraging is that we fill the 
Worship Center to overflowing at the 
congregational meeting.  Let’s show our 
thanks and appreciation to our elected 
officers, those who have been serving our 
congregation as leaders during this church 
year, those whose terms are ending, and 
those who are offering their time and talent 
for the upcoming church year.  The June 
Annual Meeting is intended for parishioners 
to make decisions together, of course, but it 
serves many other functions as well.  It’s an 
opportunity for us to be updated about 
significant activities in the congregation and 
for us to build a sense of community.  I 
encourage you to read the meeting agenda 

(see below), review the slate of candidates 
and get to know those who you don’t yet 
know, and join me at the June 10th meeting.   
   I’m also inviting you to join me in 
thanking all those who run for office, those 
who are elected and those who are not at this 
time invited to serve.   
   Go gently,                   

       
    Rev. Wendy Fish 
   
            CHURCH NEWS 
 
  

Annual Meeting of the Congregation  
will be held on Sunday, June 10, 2007  
at 12 noon  in the Worship Center. 
   Items to be voted on at the meeting 
include: the budget for the upcoming 2007-
2008 church year which begins July 1, 2007; 
expenditures of the Endowment Fund; 
minutes of the previous Mid-Year Meeting; 
and the election of candidates for the Board 
of Trustees, Nominating Committee, 
Committee on Church Ministry and 
Moderator. Other agenda items include 
reports of the Music and DRE Search 
Committees; leadership development 
activities; the proposed reconciliation 
process; future mission/vision work; and a 
welcoming initiative.  
   A light lunch will be available before the 
meeting.  Please come to enjoy the privilege 
of congregational polity (self-rule). 
 
NOMINATIONS  Board of Trustees (4 to 
be elected):David Easter, Bob Gordon, Dan 
Hronek, Tony Skrabak.   Nominating 
Committee (4 to be elected): Carol Aldridge, 
Leslie Armstrong, Susan Carr, Linda 
Halleran, Myra Hine, Donna Papps, Len 
Powlick, Barb Pratzner. Council on Church 
Ministry (2 to be elected):  Josette 
Bodonyi, Jan Waters.  Moderator (1 to be 
elected): Steve Abbott.     Bios of the 
candidates are posted in Fellowship Hall. 
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SUMMER SERVICE SCHEDULE   
From Sunday, June 3, until Sunday, 
September 9, there will be one Sunday 
service only  – at 10:00am. 
   Our theme for the lay-led services will be 
Standing on the Shoulders of Giants.   
 
SURVEYS   The Committee on Church 
Ministry, mandated by First UU’s  
constitution, has recently mailed out surveys 
to a small, selected sample of church  
members and friends. The committee is 
charged with evaluating how our church is 
ministering to the congregation. This year, 
the survey focuses on our professional 
ministers. If you received a survey, please 
know that your input is especially valuable 
because of the small number sent out. 
Deadline for return of surveys is June 15.  
-- Kathleen Fowler 
 
FATHER'S DAY SERVICE   will be on 
June 24 (not on Father's Day, June 17).  I 
want to thank all of the fathers and their 
children who participated in our recent 
photo “shoot”!  On the 24th we will project 
a DVD showing all of the wonderful 
pictures of UU dads with their children. 
Every father who participated will get a 
copy of his pictures that day.  – Bev Davis  
 
PARTNER CHURCH    On February 14, 

2007, the First UU Board approved our 
joining the Unitarian Universalist Partner 
Church Council. This does not mean that we 
will now acquire an overseas Partner Church, 
but the Board has authorized us to explore 
the possibilities of partnership with the 
congregation. The decision to seek a 
Partner Church would require membership 
approval, and would come no earlier than 
our next mid-year meeting in February, 
2008. But we are on our way in thinking and 
dreaming, plus a little planning. At this time, 
190 U.S. Unitarian Universalist Association 
member church have overseas Partner 
Churches. These churches are in Hungary, 

India, Poland, Romania, The Czech 
Republic, and The Philippines, See the 
complete list at 
http://www.uupcc.org/docs/parts-na.doc       
   What would this mean to First UU? We 
would gain cultural enrichment in our faith 
through contact with congregations 
overseas. We would find opportunities to 
demonstrate our faith in new and exciting 
ways. We would find the roots of our faith 
in the lands of its origin. Many U.S. congre-
gations participate in cultural exchanges and 
pilgrimages to visit their Partner Churches. 
See http://www.uupcc.org/trips.html 
Interested? Attend the Partner Church Task 
Force meeting on June 6 at 7 p.m. To learn 
more, look at the UU Partner Church 
Council web site at http://www.uupcc.org/. 
 

FIRST FRIDAY   June 1,  Potluck at 
6:30pm.  Programs at 7:30pm., including  
Victoria Parks performing "Songs of 
Peace, Love and Justice."  Other activities 
for all ages.  Please join us! 
 
BUUKSTORE  You are invited to browse 
the Book Table on the following dates:   
June 3 and 17, July 1, 15 and 29 and August 
12 and 26 (summer hours).  Regular weekly 
schedule resumes September 9. 
 
GAY PRIDE SERVICE  June 17: The 
Right Garden.  Members and friends of 
First UU's GLBT community will share how 
Columbus enables them to be accepted, 
grow, and thrive. Contact Gary Allread, 
309-1345.  The Columbus Gay Pride 
Parade takes place on June 23.  Call Chris 
Kipfer at: ckipfer@wowway.com for 
information. 
      
PEACE CAMP  There are still a few spaces 
left for the second week, August 6 – 10.  
Please contact Rachel Tayse-Baillieul at 
598-3559.   Some of the young campers are 
from families that are not yet a part of the 
First UU community.  The camp program is 
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a significant way to “let peace begin with 
me” for each participant, and an important 
form of outreach.  What a wonderful 
opportunity for all of the campers, teachers 
AND this supportive congregation! 
 
UU BUDDHISM  The current (Summer 
2007) issue of the UU World magazine has 
information about the many UU congre-
gations in this country which offer Buddhist 
study and meditation groups. 
   First UU also offers the chance to learn 
about, and participate in, the Zen Buddhist 
practice of meditation “sits.”  Anyone is 
welcome at the weekly one hour meditation 
session, held by the Zen Columbus Sangha 
Saturdays at 8:30am and Tuesdays at 
7:30pm at the church.  The Zen approach to 
Buddhist practice is discussed at monthly 
orientations, held on the second Saturday at 
9:45am.  For more information, see the Zen 
Columbus website: www.zencolumbus.com 
   Check out the collection of books, tapes, 
and DVDs on the subject of Zen Buddhism 
in the First UU library (north end of 
Window Hallway).  You are welcome to 
sign them out.  – Jo Dickinson 
 
WOMEN’S SPIRITUALITY   The group 
meets weekly on Wednesdays at 8:00pm.  
Programs for the month of June include: 
June 6: Birthday, Poetry, Sharing 
June 13: Women, Goddess, SACRED with 
Jeanni Ray 
June 20: Program with Liz James 
June 27:  Talking Circle – What’s Going On 
 
PLAYCAMP   The School for Young 
Children’s summer program runs June 24 
through July 27, MWF from 9-12:30. 
 
PLAN AHEAD  Save the date for our 
Annual Labor Day Retreat at Camp 
Oty’Okwa,  September 1 - September 3.   
If you want to help – or have questions  
call Julie Pinsonneault, 447-8407. 

CARING COMMITTEE 
 
Forrest Coen, the son of Sandy Coen and 
Florence Jain, will graduate from OSU 
June 10 with a degree in History; Carey 
McDonald, son of Leah Pearson and Tony 
McDonald, graduated from Pomona 
College on May 13; Zach Fredin, son of 
Barb Fredin and the late Eric Fredin   
graduated from Case Western Reserve; 
Kathleen Fowler received her Masters of 
Divinity Degree from the Methodist 
Theological School of Ohio; and Meredith 
Farmer’s granddaughter graduated from 
Olentangy High School.  Congratulations 
to them and to any others we have missed. 
(We’ll be happy to print their names in the 
next issue!)  
 
Congratulations also to: Allison McArthur  
and to Steve Laudon who have become 
grandparents;  Bob Stern whose 84-year-old  
father was married; and Jenny Hamilton 
who has a new job.   
 
Our thoughts are with Barbara Warner , 
having shoulder surgery June 12; Laura 
Emerick recovering from ankle surgery; 
Steve Loebs who had surgery to repair his 
mitral valve; Bob Wilhelm dealing with  
heart irregularity; and  Myrna Packard,  
former First UU member, hospitalized at 
Riverside Hospital since April when she was 
taken ill while at a conference here. 
 
Our sympathy to: King Wong on the death 
of his grandmother;  Barbara Warner 
whose mother died recently; Joan 
Matyskella, whose brother died 
unexpectedly (aged 49); and 
Dan Hronek on his father’s death. 
 
Grief/Loss Support Group meets at the 
church the second and fourth Mondays of 
each month, from 7:00 to 8:30 pm.  



 6 

MARKINGS 

“Sumer is icumin in, lhude sing cuccu…”  This song about the arrival of summer is considered to 
be the earliest single extent song in the language we now call English. It dates from the 1300s, 
and seems to have been a round.   

Well, summer is indeed a comin’ in… which means some changes.  

1. There is one service each Sunday, at 10 o’clock sharp.  
2. At the suggestion of our Religious Education team, the chalice is now lit by one of our 

children first, then we rise for the Opening Words. A simple reversal of two service 
elements, but one which allows more visibility. 

3. We ask people during their summer adventures, whether local or far away, to be more 
mindful of water, and to bring a small container of water back home.  The story of that 
water will be woven into the Water Ceremony on the first Sunday after Labor Day – 
September 9 - when we return to two services. 

4. Wendy and I will join a good number of our members for a few days in Portland, Oregon 
for our annual all-congregation delegate meeting, called General Assembly, often just 
called GA.  Wendy will be back in Columbus after that; I will stay in California for a 
week to take one of my vacation weeks. Then I will be back. Wendy and I will each take 
time off in the summer, but we will also be in the office in-between trips or rest times. 
Because we work six days per week during most of the year, and have no two-day 
weekends, our contracts allow us to take four full weeks of vacation during the year, and 
four study weeks (no travel, but away from the office, working at home). We don’t 
always take our full allotment, I’m afraid, but are moving toward that more and more all 
the time. The church does not “shut down” in the summer, as it used to. Wendy and I try 
to stagger our time away, but can’t always do that. We try to provide pastoral coverage 
for you when we are both gone. 

5. You will be hearing more soon about the results of a our search for an expanded new 
music professional team. The choir sang with every choir candidate last week, pianists 
auditioned, and our most excellent search committee has been conducting interviews, as I 
have, of folks I don’t already know. I think the fall will bring us fresh overviews of our 
music directions, new choirs, and an enhanced music program. Stay tuned. 

I hope we all enjoy some summer respite. Or fresh engagements, if we have had enough of 

respite.                                    
Rev. Mark Belletini 

Rev. Mark Belletini, Senior Minister                  Michael Brennan, Church Administrator  
Rev. Wendy Fish, Associate Minister                  Marian Garcia, Administrative Assistant  
Rev. Carol Brody, Minister Emerita                   Joe Voltolini, Bookkeeper 
Caroline Balderston Parry,  Interim Dir. of Religious Education   Don Hippensteel, Events Coordinator 
Lori Jones, RE Assistant/Staff Secretary                Naoko Kobayashi, Facilities Assistant 
Stephanie Rottmayer, Dir. School for Young Children        Cathy Hausmann, Custodial Assistant 
Kim Boyd, Music/Choir Director                    Bob Graffagnino, Webmaster 
Wade Jones II, Accompanist/Music Coordinator              Olwen Firestone, Newsletter Editor 
Doug Zelinski, Chair Board of Trustees    
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SUMMER NEWS  Our summer schedule starts now, with only one service and one 
children’s Sunday School program.   Please see Cindy Dillard’s invitation to join the 
Hogwarts Express (Preschool through 5th grade) on the next page. 

Next Sunday, June 3, will be the annual “Coming of Age Celebration” service, at 10 am.  This 
is the time for everyone to share in the culmination of a year of intense, caring work on the part 
of Rev. Wendy Fish and all the teachers, mentors, parents and students involved in the “CoA” 
class.  It’s a beautiful and moving opportunity to witness our Grade 9 young people’s transition 
to become adult members of this community.  Hope to see you there! 

All youth and families:  celebrate this year and hear about plans for next year’s youth 
programming at the CON “form fest” Sunday, June 3, after the CoA service.  All welcome for 
potluck/barbecue at the Shillington/Jewell home, 847-6141; info from RE Office 267-4946 x 28.  

Thanks to all who have been helping or willing to help in the Toddler Room during both services 
this spring:  Lara Pelleteri, Dick Dawson, Barb Collins, Neile Edens, Vanessa Reed, Kevin 
O’Neil, James Brown, Laurie Emerick, Donna Jarrell, and Deb Widner-Cannon.   Many thanks 
for their efficient dealing with the schedule to date -- there have only been a few glitches.  Not 
only have the sitters been glad of the help and companionship, but the system has almost run 
itself, and that’s very exciting!  Now the Toddler Room summer schedule needs to be set 
up, and, in addition,  I hope to find someone to take charge of this small corner of the RE world 
for the fall.  It’s a vitally important task   Volunteer sign-up sheet on the door of Room 1.  

With the reorganization of our Religious Education Council, I see a role for more people to 
advocate for the ways we provide education AND child care at this caring institution.  What if 
we started thinking about ‘families ministry’ in RE ?”  (check out the church 
website:  www.firstuucolumbus.org/sundayschool/structure-for-RE-Council2007-08.pdf   
It would be wonderful to consider the best ways to offer not just Sunday UU nursery and toddler 
care, but optimal child care at other church functions, from First Fridays to evening classes to 
special events.  I would be delighted to discuss your role or new ideas with you.  

Remember “summertime and the livin’ is easy”?  It might be the perfect time to read books 
from the RE library or borrow videos and dvds.  There are treasures to be shared in this little 
RE office!  Thanks to Tom Baillieul for the donated video, “Muhammed:  Legacy of a Prophet.”  

So far about a half-dozen interested adults have signed up to attend the Ohio-Meadville District 
Youth Advisor training September 21 through 23 to be held at First UU.  Please consider 
attending and learning more about vital UU ministry to, from and with church youth –we are 
committed to sponsor ten people.  Green flyer or contact RE Office 267-4946 x 28  

Sign-ups for new RE roles and tasks are going well – thanks to the many volunteers who have 
contributed so much to RE this year, and to the new ones stepping forward!  A few Sunday 
School teachers are still needed – are any fathers interested in a Father Force meeting?  
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Peace Camp – under the leadership of former RE Director, Rachel Tayse Baillieul.  See 
information on page 4.  There is still time to get in on this great summer program. 

Adult Enrichment Program Committee (AEP) NEWS:   

Soul Collagers aim to meet at least through the end of June.  Newcomers welcome.  Next 
sessions are Thursday, May 31 and Tuesday, June 5, from 7-9:30 pm; future dates being 
organized – make your interests known now!  Contact Caroline B.Parry, IDRE.  

Donna Jarrell will continue the “writing for your life” group all summer.  She writes, “It’s 
going well.  Same schedule, first & third Thursdays.”  Information?  271-0430 or 
DHARMONY@aol.com. 

Help AEP continue to offer a wide range of challenging, interesting classes and events!  Fill 
in a survey sheet, or become a new member –see half- page green and yellow handouts 
attached to the AEP display frame in Fellowship Hall, or contact Tom Baillieul, chair, 447-1223 
 
I will be attending the UUA General Assembly, during the third week of June. I will also be on 
leave for the month of July, traveling to India (more about this in the next issue),  and on 
vacation for part of August.    --   

 
Cindy Dillard is back to run our Summer Sunday School (SS) program.  As a former DRE for 
Youth and current SYC teacher, Cindy brings a wealth of experience, and she is well known to 
many of our Religious Education (RE) families.  The following are Cindy’s words: 

 

If you are aged preschool through 5th grade--don't miss the Hogwarts Express!!!   

Starting Sunday, June 3, our  program will meet during the 10:00am - the only service - after the 
usual story in the Worship Center.  Our Hogwarts/ Harry Potter program is designed to involve 
all ages; everyone will have a warm, UU-affirming experience all summer. As I look forward to 
coordinating the second summer UU Hogwarts experience, one aspect I anticipate most joyfully 
is that this is a multi-age class.  I understand how some parents of 3, 4 and 5 year-old children 
might feel anxious putting their child in a class with elementary-schoolers.  I only wish that the 
parents of those little ones could see how younger children come to relish being in a class with 
bigger children!  And how do you think the "big kids" feel?  Bored, maybe?  Nope.  They love 
being the big ones, helping the littler ones to write their nametags and navigate activities, 
pushing them on the tire-swing and tossing a balloon--you name it!   First UU Hogwarts rocks! 

All children – whatever age!-- will need to register for First UU Hogwarts.  If the R.E. office 
already has a registration on file from 2006-2007 for your child, the process will be quick.  For 
those not registered, or who have been visitors, the process will take just a bit longer.  Forms 
will be available at the Greeters’ Stand in the Gallery, and in the class (rooms 9-10).  

Each Sunday, at least 2 parent helpers are needed to help the program run smoothly.  A sign-
up sheet will be posted each Sunday on the door (rooms 9 & 10).  Additional parents are also 
welcome.  Young people older than fifth grade are expected to attend the worship service.  With 
advance arrangement only, they may volunteer in class as a helper.  Interested parents and 
youth may contact me for further information (cynthia@cynthiadillard.com).  Namaste, Cindy  
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