CIRCA Meeting

(Citizens Intent on Reforming Corporate Accountability)
Minutes

Sunday, October 21, 2007

Attendees: Rebecca Calhoun (Reynoldsburg UU Church)Lynn Friedman, Michael Greenman, Paul Matherny, Tony Skrabak, Wes Thompson

1. Review Tony Skrabak (Bob Letcher) Presentation – Expand on Script to be used.

The PowerPoint presentation that Bob Letcher outlined and Tony Skrabak converted into slides is close to being “ready for prime time”.  We discussed the sequence of slides and added an outline of text to be considered as narration for a particular section.  Below is the draft of the information we developed.  We’d welcome additional thoughts and input from our readers, both as to additional ideas, specific text, and additional slide concepts.  We have our first presentation scheduled!  (See below)

	Making Corporations Accountable (again)
	Corporations used to be accountable – (Describe typical Charter)


-specific purposes


-specific length of time


-could not do anything other than what was in charter


-Could not contribute funds to political causes


-If did anything against public interest, charter could be revoked

Can you imagine trying to enforce those rules today?



	When Corporations Were Publicly Chartered


Why did States charter corporations.
	Explanation of Public Charter

-To avoid power held by crown corporations like the East India Tea Company.



	When Corporations are not held accountable
	Examples of problems we face when accountability is lacking:


Health Care – enormous profits, with millions lacking insurance, and claims rejected.


Military Industrial Complex – weapons industry and security companies making windfall profits – first war in U.S. history with no restrictions on profits


Environmental abuses (Steeel mills along Ohio River) seeking exemption from controls


Coal Mining – “Mountaintop removal destroying vast reaches of wilderness forests and streams


Enron – thousands of employees lose pensions and jobs, shareholders destroyed


Nike – sweat shop labor in third world.


Buckeye Egg – damage to environment and fraud in re-selling eggs past “due dates”


Eminent Domain – living communities condemned in favor of corporate profit


Media owned by 5 corporations – news rooms eliminated, diversity in news is lost.


Education – Charter schools, for profit, run on same model as HMOs where doctors are given bonus for not spending money yet.  Testing by corporations as part of “No Child Left Behind”


Upper mobility under attack: access to college degrees, bankruptcy laws, Credit debt


Economy depends on consumer speding.


Predatory lending – mortgages and Pay day lending.


Access to legislators – corporations buy their access; “we the people” get answers from staffers or “form letters”

	Legal Basis for Corporations (mis)behaving like this

Corporate Personhood – “Equal Protection” from U.S. Constitution
	-Santa Clara V. Southern Pacific Railroad- overview

-1978 – Supreme Court Decision –First National Bank of Boston Vs Bellotti – ruling that corporations have First Amendment right to make contributions in order to attempt to influence political processes.

CP Is now law of the land

-my freedom of speech is limited to $2,000 and carrying a sign – a corporation can spend unlimited funds on lobbying and donations, advertising (limited in some cases, but with loopholes that permit wide-ranging exceptions.

Amenments (partial list) used by corporations:

-1st Amendment – (Free Speech – Money); 

4th – Illegal Search and Seizure; 

5th (Protection against self-incrimination); 

14th (Equal protection under the law)

(2nd ? Right to own firearms – Blackwater owning weapons that people can’t own – is this )

	How Corporate Personhood is linked to other struggles


The Great Turning, Sicko, Live Earth


Environmental


Gay and Lesbian Issues


Campaign Finances


Media control


Feminism


	-


-GLBT partners not allowed to be in hospital.


-Control of elections


-Stories only appear if not against interest of vertically integrated corporations (GE owns NBC)


Candidates must raise enormous funds to pay for media advertising that should be given as public information.


-Corporations are administering free speech: Super Bowl ads cannot be “advocacy” – eg: arguing against consumerism.


-Feminism – advertising arguing for natural beauty not allowed.

	Restrictions on Corporations that have been achieved
	
-Arcata CA – no new fast food restaurants


-Humboldt County – Resolution 

-Buckeye Egg – progress? – or business as usual? (Paul research)


-PA – sludge, quarry


-CFO accountability after Enron - ?? Sarbanes – Oxley.  Not effective (Wes research)



	What can be done beyond this to increase corporate Accountability?
	
-Demand that attorneys general enforce their authority to revoke charter.  Nike – California not revoked.


-Imagine if we were sovereign, we the people over our government.  What would it take to get there?  More action on our part? Demand accountability from our elected officials.


-Playing within rules gets nowhere.  Demonstrations, letters to editor.

	Topics that groups can work on now
	(List for specific audience)



	For Further Information
	(E-mails, URLs

	Possible actions by citizens
	Peace and Non-Violence


-To City Council – support peaceful resolution to all intnl crises.


-Endorse an Ohio resolution to restrict Ohio National Guard involvement without 80% readiness.


-Independent audit protocols be established with respect to all Ohio elections.


-Establish public funding for elections


-Instant runoff elections


Ohio state legislature to support USA in campaign against terrorism but oppose actions of anti-terrorism that would violate human or personal rights.




Additional material: Wes will develop a section about next steps – self-inventorying; invite several organizations to be present to discuss their activities, make commitment to do work.

2. Local Presentations:

Rebecca Calhoun attended to discuss possibility of speaking at Reynoldsburg (East Unitarian Universalist) Church.  Paul Matherny agreed to make the presentation on Tuesday, November 13 at 7:30.  He will assist in publicizing the event – Columbus Dispatch Weekender – Columbus Alive  – Suburban News.

Note to readers of minutes: Please copy and send the brief information below to anyone you know that might be interested:

And The Meek Shall Do As They’re Told!

Come learn how you are a pawn under the thumb of corporate personhood.  Educate Yourself.  Break Free.  Create Change.

Location: Reynoldsburg Unitarian Universalist Church, 

1789 S.  Lancaster Ave, Reynoldsburg OH 43068. 

Presentation by Paul Matherny, Co-Chair, Citizens Intent on Reforming Corporate Accountability (CIRCA)

For additional details contact Paul at 614-580-6848.

3.
Gift giving for the Holiday Season

We discussed the upcoming Holiday Season.  How can we avoid falling for advertising and buying “junk” at the last minute?

1. Be on the lookout throughout the year and buy items when you notice something the will like – and that perhaps serves “progressive” values: example: Fair Trade products, recycled/recyclable products

2. Ask those to whom you’d like to give a present what charities/NGOs they’d like to donate to, and make the donation in their name: they have the satisfaction of having funds donated to the recipient of their choice – you have (potentially) a tax deduction – a win-win situation.  (your environmentally conscious recipient doesn’t get more “things”!

4.
Guaranteed Single Payer Health Plan (GSPHP)

Michael distributed the documents he will be sending to friends and acquaintances to encourage them to do the same in an attempt to obtain a commitment from at least one presidential candidate to support initiative leading to a national GSPHP.  (documents are attached – please initiate a new “string” yourself, if you agree with the principle.

5. Next Meeting

Sunday, 18 November, 20007 at 2:00 PM at First Unitarian Universalist Church, 93. W. Weisheimer Rd., Clintonville

