Modern Golems
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m)  n. In Jewish folklore, an artificially created human supernaturally endowed with life.

Earthen tools are the staple of humankind’s extension of itself- the collection, manipulation, and exploration of its environment beyond the confines of weak, limited flesh.  What started out as clay pots and stone axes has blossomed into the steel wings of airliners and the microscopic silicon strands of the computer processor.  

In folklore, the golem was a tool created from clay and words of power by a master Kabbalist.  Hebrew words were inscribed on its forehead during a stringent ritual, usually invoking the name of God or His attributes, such as “God is Truth.” Its inception and function was usually limited- it was a tool for bearing loads, as a sacrifice, or as a powerful defender.  But humans are fallible, and our intentions impure.  Creation of the creature through our words and intent was invariably the cause of our inevitable lack of control over it.  The golem would become more powerful than intended, destructive, and violent.  

In reality, modern man has created such creatures.  Born of legalese and baptized in the sweat of labor, they roam the earth performing the tasks and bidding of their masters.  You’ve seen their sigils, you know their names.  Their footprints clutter our homes, their excrement pollutes our water.  

The modern golem, the Corporation as human animation, was invocated in 1886.  

Santa Clara County vs. Southern Pacific Railroad was a case before the U.S. Supreme Court, not to establish some federal definition of limitation to the business construct of the corporation, a business and legal tool that had been used for hundreds of years, but to decide who was to determine taxable value of fence posts along the railroads right-of way.

J.C. Bancroft Davis- interestingly, a former railroad president- wrote in the case’s headnote that “The defendant Corporations are persons within the intent of the clause in section 1 of the Fourteen Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, which forbids a State to deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.”  Although the headnote had no bearing in law, and the court at the time made no such ruling in the case, corporate attorneys and lazy (or activist) judges have repeated its mantra over the heads of corporate entities, breathing life into inanimate, legal constructs.

Essentially, corporations, which before that time were required in most states to serve the common good and possessed limited lifespans and rights, were transformed into beings that held the rights of actual humans, were immortal, and could wield tremendous power.

Corporate persons, or golems, have since utilized rights granted to humans for their own gain and motives, usually in the name of profit and shareholder value.  They use the First Amendment to justify their right to lie or deceive in advertising.  They use it to pump millions of dollars into our political system.  They invoke Fourth Amendment protections against search and seizure of assets thwarting government oversight and auditing.  The Fourteenth Amendment ensures they are not discriminated against in law and is used when a community does not wish their presence- even when brought to a general vote.  The sum gain is a twisted political system which serves the rights and common good of large golems, depressed cheap-labor communities, and environmental decay.  Essentially, it is the collapse of the ‘town commons’ and democracy itself.

The easy answer is to remove the words of power from their foreheads and de-animate them.  Removing corporate personhood would limit their power and give it back to the living beings for which they were originally intended.  The corporation, like the clay bowl or stone ax, is a useful tool.  At this country’s inception corporations were chartered to, above all, serve the public good.  They were legal constructs with limited lifespans used as the tools of business and commerce.  If the tool was used for destructive purposes, its charter was revoked - the tool essentially broken.  Our founders believed this necessary to the survival of justice and a democratic system of governance.

There are many organizations that are leading the fight for human rights for humans, up to and including a Constitutional Amendment. You can contact the ACLU, your local Green Party, and various religious organizations (such as Unitarian Universalists – check this web site for information and links to other organizations: www.firstuucolumbus.org/corppers) to help bring democracy and justice back to the people and rid the world of this dark, corrupted magic.  
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